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TO THE READER. 


Our Atabun having met with foicind entertain¬ 
ment in this nation, hiice he put on the Englilh 
drefj, is refolvcd to continue his garb, and yifit you 
as oflen^ as convenience will permit. 

He brings along with liim many foreign commo¬ 
dities, to gratify tlie various cxpc£tations of people; 
his cargo, confiiliiig of jewels and other rarities, 
^which arc die genuine piodu£l: of the Eaft, anc} feme 
kinds of merchand^e, which he has purchafed here 
in die Weft during his refidence at Paris. 

It will be pity to affront thio honeft ftranger, by 
raifing fcandals on him, as if he were a counterfeit, 
and I know not what; this will appear inhofpitable, 
and unwolthy of the EngUfli candour and gencrofity. 

To fpeak without an allegory, in this third vo¬ 
lume of Letters, as in the former two, you wll find 
an exa£t continuation of modern hiftory, acquaint¬ 
ing you wiili all the memorable fieges, battles, and 
campaigns, di^it were in Europe, fiOni the year 1645 
to 1649; with alf the remarkable negotia¬ 

tions and tranfa£Lons of ftatc, embaflies, }e..gues, 
ami fwertures of ^^inccs; the pobcies and intrigues 
of public minifters, efpeciaily chofe of Cardnd Ma- 
2)Hni ; the great andlfti^eudlpus revolutmos and 
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uv^ \(drs ill £nglanil| Turkey, and 

Paris i the prodigious r|fe of a poor young bcardlefs 
fiflierman.tp the height of fover<. ign powiir liie tlif- 
mal tragediLb of an Eiiglifli king, and Chinefe em¬ 
peror; with the murder of«a Turkiih fultan ; and ail 
thefe intermixed with proper and ufeful remarks, 
pleafant and agr cable (lories, couched in a (lyle, 
which being peculiar to the Arabians, cannot be 
matched in any other writings that are extant.. 

If his pliiiofophy will not abide the ted of our 
learned virtuoli, yet it may pafs muder in a Maho¬ 
metan, fince it is taken for granted, that the^mcn of 
tliat faith rarely apply themfelvcs to fuch dudies, or 
at lead not in the method ufed in Chridian fahools ; 
they may have the finie ideas of natural things m 
we, but they exprefs themfelves in a different man- ^ 
ner. « 

As for his morals, they are folid and grave, and 
fuch as could not be reprehended even in a Chrillian 
writer, if wc reduce what he fays to utiiverfals; for, 
abdrafling from the particular obligations he had to 
his native religion, and to the Grand tSignior, w'hufe 
Have he was, there will be found little diffeiencc be¬ 
tween his ethics and ours ; he every whcie recom¬ 
mends, loyalty, judice, fortitude, temperance, pru¬ 
dence, and all thofc other virtues w'hich are lequidte 
to fill up the charaflcr of a hero or a faint. 

And who will not bear with him for patronifing 
the religion and intcred in which he was bred ? it 
being natural for all men to adh|i;re to the notions 
they fucked in with their mother’s milk* In 
this* he iho^s grcit moderationi and a more un- 
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biail’jd temper than one would ex]>e£k: fiom a 'i'lfrk, 
which may in part be afcribe^ to his Hudying in the 
ChT?{tiaa academies, his converfatioft w^h the Icarn- 
edeO men in Paris, and fome of the moft accom- 
plilhed perlbns in the woidd. Hence it was that he 
was accufad by his fiiperiors at the Ottoman Porte, 
of inclining to Chriftianity or atheifni; as he takes 
notice, in his apology to a religious dignitary, in the 
firR letter of the third book of this "volume, page 
182, to which the reader is referred for farther fa- 
tisfa6iion. 

In his* moft familiar letters, fuch as this laft men¬ 
tioned, and others to his intimate friends, you ‘'nil 
find fome expreifions, difeovering a certain fin :ncis 
and ftrength of thought, which is not v«y common 
^n Chriitiaii writers \ which is an argument tlia^t the 
^^ahometans are no^ all fuch blockheads as we take 
thiem for. 

And though his pi( 9 fure, which 'vt'c have affixed to 
our tranflation, fince we had the itaiiaa t^'me-'., 
prefents no extraordiii.ry perfon, yet vjd kiK) v J.n 
venal’s remark, “ Fronti nulla fides.” And !t ..as 
been a common obfervation of one of the greateft 
philofopliers ir this age, “ That by Ins outward 
afpecl, no man would guefs what an illullrious foul 
lodged within.” 

If you would know how the Italian came by this 
picture ^foi in h’S preface Re aflerts it to be the true 
effigies of this Arabian), he fays, that being ao 
quaiiited with the fccretary of Cardinal Mazarini, 
and irequetittng ifis houfc, he faw a pi6lujc hang 
io his cloleti with this inforipciop at the bottom^ Tl- 
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TUS\DE MOLBAVIA, CLERTCUS. TEtntis fuai LXXIT. 
He aflced the gentleman who this Titus was, who 
informed him, that he was a great traveller, and un- 
dcrftcod many languages, cfpecially the .Sclavonian, 
Greek, and Arabic, on which account Cardinal Rich- 
lieu, and his fuccelTor Mazarini; had made- great ufe 
of him; and that the latter had caufed that pi£l;ure 
of the Moldavian to be drawn and hung up in his 
clofet, from whence he had it. Our Italian being 
fatisfied, after fome difeourfe about him, that this 
ftranger was the very Arabian whofe writings he had 
fo happily found, got leave of the gentleman to have 
a draught of the picture taken by a (kilful limner, 
which he afterwards placed in the front of h«s tranf- 
lation. 

There is one of thefe letters, page 2x8, wants a 
beginning in the Italian.copy, v^hich the author of 
that tranflation takes notice of in his preface, fay¬ 
ing, that by fome accident or other, the Arabic pa¬ 
per had been torn afunder, and one part was mil- 
fing. 

There needs no more to be faid, but to acquaint 
the reader that we are going forward with the Eng- 
liih tranflation of thefe letters as fall as we can ; fo 
that iq all probability you may cxpe<St a fourtli vo¬ 
lume before Chriilmas, wherein you will find more 
particular remarks on our Englifli affairs, with poli¬ 
tical difeourfes on the original and difTolution of go¬ 
vernments ; as alfo many curious paflages during the 
wars of Paris, which have not hqherto come to pub¬ 
lic vigW|, In fine, you will there tc informed of all 
the lemarkable everts that happened at that time, 
cither in peace or war, on the whole globe. Adieu, 
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J^ETTER J.—-Mahmut, an Arabian at Paris^ to Na¬ 
than Btm §.\DDi, a Jenu at Vienna, ' 

T BJ<L*ivE ihe newN of my imprifonment might fill thee 
widi doubts of thy own liberty, and make thee careful 
to avoid, at Vienna, fuch a misfortune as befel me at Pa* 
j is; yet if thou wert much furprifcd at this accident, it 
is an argument tliat thou art but a novice in the world, 
and art yet to learn the firfl rudiments of ufcful wifdom, 
which teach us that there is no ftedfaltnefs in liuman 
a/fairs.” i* 

There has nothing happened to me in this which I 
\wi£. not before piovided for ; neither did the fuddennefs 
of the event make me change countenance. I fuiilcd at 
tlic fulfilling my own prtfages, and went to prifon as 
unconcerned as I would have gone home to my lodging : 
not that I would have thee think I was infcnl^I<^of a 
lofs fo aflliding as that of liberty j*but my chains did 
VoL IIL ' A ■ 



2 


LETTERS WRITTEN BY 


Vol. Illi o 


not appear fo verj' formidable, having made them fami- 
liiiv to my tlio’ighta long^before. 

WLcu I firll came to Paris, I looked on tnyftlf but as 
a prifoner at lai >^e, owing the freedom I had to walk a- 
bout only to the rarelefsnef'i of the ftatc and the favour 
of deftiny } fo that when that indulgence was retrench¬ 
ed, no new tiling haj)pened to me. What I had expell¬ 
ed for feven years together, could not feem ftrange when 
it came to pal's. 

By what I have faid, thou may ell learn to prepare 
thyfclf for the worll events, which commonly ftcal upon 
the feciire and unthinking, bel.ig wrapped upju greater 
darknefs and iilence than the moments which bring them 
to light. Thcfe Aide away wn'thout our advertifement, 
unfecn, unheard: neither can our watches or dials inform 
us any thing of them till they ai e pafled; fo there is no 
index to point out to us the hidden decrees of fate till 
they are accompliflied j no cphein,eriB of deftiny, but our 
own experience. 

Thou, and all thy nation, aic fufpeclcd by the Chri- 
ftians ; they efteem you enemies of their intertft as well 
as of their law. They defpife and vilify you, calling you 
“ the acenrfed of God p' yet they admit you as mem¬ 
bers of their commonwealth; they i^pceive you to the 
proteAion of their laws, and entrull you with their fe- 
crets, that they may fci"vc thcmfelves of your money. 
Thus? are you become bankers for your fworn enemies j 
and while vou profefs an eternal obedience to the injiinc-. 
tions of Mofes, you make« underhand leagues with the 
difciples of jefus. I do not accufe your commerce with 
thefr infidels; but I fay you have reafon to be upon your 
guard when you arc environed whh. fo many millions of 
tncn^iesi ignorant of the intimacies be¬ 

tween the luinifters bf the Sublime Porte and thofc of 
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thy nation ; It is common in the mouths of the’TTrencti, 
that the Jews are the Turks inSelligeucers. Thou ought ■ 
eft thci'cfoie’to have a fpecial regard to thy coudufl, that 
no imprudent adlioii may expol'e thee to she jealoufy of 
the ftatc where thou refideft.* That court is full of eyes; 
and thou haft need of a ItriAer veil than what thou wear- 
Ift in the fynagogue. The very widls of thy houfe will 
betiay thee, and thy domeftics may prove thy greatcit 
enemies ; yet fiifpefl: none more than thyfelf. This will 
not feem harlh counfel, if thou refledleATtwice on it, 
there being nothing more certain, than that it is not fo 
eafy to dsfend one's felf from him in whom we-confide, 
as from one we are jealous of; and every man is apt to 
put too much truft in himfclf. I believe thou art faith¬ 
ful, and afeliorrell treachery ; yet, at the fame time, thou 
mayeft be remifs and weak. What could not be extort¬ 
ed from thee by an open enemy, may be difeovered by 
the iulinuatiuns of a pretended friend. Thy own good 
nature may cajole thee ; and therefore it will be no fmall 
point of wlfdom “ to beware of thyfelf.” As for con- • 
tingencics, I advife thcc not to be perplexed about them, 
or be uneafy. Thou canft not avoid the inevitable ap¬ 
pointments of Heaven ; only be ready for the worft that 
may happen, fince thou canft never be certain of any 
thing. 

Thy predeccflbr Carcoa was a man of exquifite fore- 
caft, always on his watch, prying into the dark orb of 
. futurities; ytt an accident furprifed h?m once, of which 
his ftricteft cautitm never gave him warning. I read it 
i'l one of hiB lettcis to tV.e Kaimacham, which thou feiit- 
eft me from Vienna. '1’Ijc ft.,ry is this : As he was one 
day writing dirpatcbctf»to the Porte, a certain tame bird 
which he kept for his divertifement, fnatches ftoift the 
table the paper on which he was 'tftiting to the tefter- 
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dar, and tlic window bein^j open) flies with it out into 
the ftreets. The paper wfis dropped in the garden of tlw: 
Auguftin friars at the very moment when the Spanifli am- 
baflador was walking there with the general of that ol¬ 
der. It is true, the letter v'as uiiAnifhed, no name fub' 
feribed) and fo Carcoa efc^ped an imminent hazard of 
his life; but tljc fccrcts therein contained gave a vail 
lafpicion to the Imperial Court, it being foon canied to 
the principal fecrctary of flate, and by him cominimi- 
cated to the emperor and divan. Stni^ iuquilition was 
made throughout the city for the author of that letter; 
a reward, of a thoufand rixdollars promifed to,^ny that 
would difeoyer him. The bird was feen by many to fly 
along, with a paper in her bill, but from whence (he came 
none hneW, nor had any curious eye attended Iter uncer¬ 
tain motions ; no man divining, that that paper was 
defigned to tranfmit to tlie ever-happy Porte, the mod 
important .counfels of the German /empire. Neither was 
Carcoa’s hand taken notice of, having lived ve«y private- 
.ly^ and ufed another chara£tcr in his common dealings; 
but how near was he to a di&overy, when he fays himillf 
in his letter, that lie wanted but five words to the con- 
clttflou, where he would have fubferibed his name ! From 
hence thou mayeil learn, that a mariner in a temped:, a- 
mongft rocks and fandsy runs not greater hazards tlian he 
who ads in.tliy ftation. 

HoVcver, thou mayeft. now cpntinue thy advices to 
Paris, but obferve the diredions of Eliachim, who brings 
thee tins letter, lie will. ipform thee of wliatfocver is 
neceflary for thee to know, taking this journey on pur- , 
pofe to prevent the wakeful Jealoufy and arrive inquill^,, 
tion of .Cardinal,Mazariujfe ..from whgm nothing can be 
iiidtkatas tmfted to tlie foils. Receive him with fin* 
^^ulat honour; he is an incorruptible friend of the Otto- . 
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xtia;i t^orte. From him thou fli^t Icara tire fafeft methods 
of our future correfpoiidcnce. 'He is the Apolld of thy 
nation ; aod his wifdom and fiddit}’ will' be rev orded in 
the regifter of that empire, which fliliU know no earlier 
period than the moon,'^vliof^ crefeent is her arms, and 
^le happy omen of her enefeafing luftre. 

When thou beholdeil tliat noble enfign of Mahomet 
oil the top of the chief temple of jefus in Vienna, let ic 
augment thy veneration of our law, and convince thee, 
that all iiatiohd'muft fubmit to th6 meileuger of God, and 
feal of the prophets. Be faithful and wife, and thou 
cauft not fnifs of happinefs. 

■V I , 

Paris, s8th of die 7th Moon, of the Year 1645, 
securing to the Chrillian fiylc. 


the Kaimachasi. ^ 

Sihce my releafe 1 have informed myfelf of fume paf- 
fages to which 1 Was a ftratiger during my reftraint. The 
Tranfylvahian agent continues ftill at this court; and his 
negotiation is not now a fecret, Monfieur Croifly fs gone 
ambailador-cxtraordmary to Prince Ragotfki, on the 
lame errand fiom this crown. The fubjeff matter of both 
their embafiies is a league. Cardinal Mazarini fufpe8;ed 
tergiverfation in that prince, and that he would private* 
ly treat with the emperor, if the Grand Siguior fliould 
.withdraw his afliftance and procC6rion frdln him, or if 
he himfclf fhould grow weai y*of the war. Wherefore 
Monlieur Croifly, according to the csrdinaFs inftrudiions, 
would not fign the league, till Ragot/ki had called home 
hij kmhalTadors, who. vfere treating with the Imperialifts 
atTymc, and fent away the German envoy finins his . 
camp. 
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The league being concluded, be infiftcd on the necef* ^ 
fity the prince lay under^of marching bis army nearer to 
Toi-llviifon the Swedifh general, that fo they might fup-» 
po't one another againft the German forces. 

This was the pretence ; but in reality it was dcHgned 
to engage the Tidnfylvaniaus beyond the power of a re- 

ft 

treat, and to poll them tinder the eye of the Swedifh ge¬ 
neral, who foon after poffefTed himfelf of Tyine, the 
place a])pointed for treaty between tht Iniperialills and 
i'rliice Ragotlki. 

o 

Jt is a town in the Lower Hungary, not far from 
Ticfbuigh. The Swede# entered this place the 17th of 
the 5th moon, but left a garrifon in it of feveii hundred 
Jlungarian horfe and three hundred foot, according tO 
their articles with the beiieged. 

Thcfe were foon forced to quit the town by Count 
I'orgatfch, aji Impcrialift, the Swedes and Tranfylvanians 
lieing marched a great diftance oSF^ and it is faid this 
Hungarian garrifon yielded not unwillingly to the Impe¬ 
rial arms. 

It is certain, General Tordenfon puts but fmall confi¬ 
dence in the.Hungarian foldiers ; for above fix hundred 
of the common fort deferted him the 29th of the 5th 
moon, and the refl. raifed fiich frequent tumults and mu- 
«tinieB, that their commanders fiood in more fear of them 
than of their enemies. It is reported likewife, that 
there has been lately no good underilanding between Ra- 
gotllci and Torftenfon, about the defigned fiege of Pfef- . 
burgh 5 the former feeming too much to favour the Hun¬ 
garians, and being rather inclined to cairy his arms into 
the emperoris hereditary countries; yet he would not 
confent that Prclburgh fhould bti' ia the hands of the 
Swedesi 

The Frciith fay,®that the prince is hiuiiorous and wa- 
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vcrlng, yet of a fair intention; but that the grcateft 
part of Iiis officers are corrnprtd by the emperor-; and 
that therefore both’they and the common foldicrs were 
for peace ; only his wife, his fon, and fome few of Lis 
eoiinfellors, perfuaded hitn tm adhere to the Swedes. 

Tlicy ad 4 > that the young prince, being inllru^led by 
Tiis mother one day, in a fidl aflembly of the chief com¬ 
manders, made the following oration, Ragotiki himfclf 
being alfo prefent. 

“ Permit mej molt ferene and illitftrioU8~'Prince, my 
Royal Father, to perform the part of a dutiful fon, a 
faithful c«unfellor, and a loyal ful^edt. The law of na¬ 
ture and of nations entitles you to my obedience; and 
the particular honour you have done me, in admitting me 
to your cabinet, obliges me to exemplify it, in an humble 
remonilraiice of my fentiments, at a time when the inte- 
reft of Tranfylvania calls for freedom of advice. 

It is with no fmall complacency that I now behbld 
you cncompalTed with a circle of heroes, whofe valour 
and hdtility may give fuch a luftre to your viftorious 
arms as fliall eclipfe the glory of the Roman and Grecian 
conquerors. The Alexanders, Caefars, Scipios, and Han* 
iii)>als, lhall no longer draw the world into an admiration 
of their obfolete achievements* The regifter of your 
deeds (hall foil their antiquated hiftories; whilft Plutarch, 
Tacitus, and Livy, mull veil to modern pens, the record¬ 
ers of your matchlefs aflions. * 

Let not the crafty inlinuations of the German court 
warp your rcfolutioiis,, and cjjole you with the deceitful 
umbrages of peace, only to gain time, that they may 
more fuccefsfully carry on the war. Neither fuffer your-, 
felves, already in part vidorious, to be amufed witli 
feigned treaties and overtures, which you cannot bat fuf- 
pe£t. We are now in a condition fb give the law, and 
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ihould fortune turn the Icale^ it wi& ftill be in our power 
to make our own terms ocT compofition. The alliance of 
Sweden and France have raifcd us to a capacity of brac¬ 
ing all Europe, whilft the one with a potent army’ on the 
Khine, the other on the Danube^ keep the Irapcrialil^s 
in fuclt perpetual a£l;ion, that it will be impoinble for 
them to barrier Germany from our ‘conquering arms'.' 
Now is tlie time to raife Tranfylvania above the title of 
a tributary province, and reftore' this kingdom to her an¬ 
cient renown. If we mifs this opportunity, we mull for 
ever be Haves to the Turks or Germans. Let us not 
feek any longer proteftion, but from the juiliac of oor 
caufe, and the dint of our fwords. Let not France and 
Sweden boaft of their Turenue, their Torltenfon, as if no 
other nation could furnifh the world with Hiinons gene¬ 
rals ! Wliilft Prince Ragotiki lives, and lives at the head 
of fuch an army, your fidelity and courage ihall render 
his name more terrible than that of Tamerlane, and his 
attempts more profperous than ihofe of Scanderbeg; 
and our poftcrity Ihail be obliged to rciife pyramid:; to 
your honour ; and, from your prefcrit acliicvcmchilp, "tu 
date a new epocha, the eternal memoir of Traiifylvania's 
redemption.” 

It is faid, that Ragotfiii was not very well plcafed with 
^is fon’s fpecch, fiifpe^^ing that he held Tome private 
correfpondence with Torftenfon, for whom he had no 
great ^ffedion. Laft moon he iniifted carneftly on the 
money and men promifed him* by Rebenilock ; but Ge¬ 
neral Torftenfon thought it^fufticieiit that he himfelf was 
ib near him with his forces ; yet, left he ihould take an 
occalion of difeontent, he fent him a fupply of money ; 
though he was not without fome appichenfions that the 
princ^ having received' would underhand treat with 
the emperor. 
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It is faid here, that a Chiaus was arri\cd in the Tran- 
fylvanian camp* cxpreCsly fot|jj»iddiag Ragotfki to enter 
jjpto the,hereditary provinces of the emperor ; hut that 
he, truffiingto the ftrength of hia army (v^hich conhfts 
•of five-and-twenty thoufand Germans, Tranfylvanians, 
Hungarians, and WaUachians), was rcfoh .d to purfuc 
his firil refolutton. 

Thou knpweft what reafons thc^fovte had to fend liii-i 
this prohibition. The French lay it was out of fear that 
he would join with the emperor's forces. 

By this thoa maycH know what opinion the infidel* 
entertain of the mcafiiies taken by the foverc'gn divan. 
They defcar.t at liberty, whilll: I fend up vow's to Hea¬ 
ven for the euiutation of the Ottoman empiic. 

4’'h of ihe 8ib Mood, of che Year 164J. 
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III.— To i'je In/lrik'^cd in all KnowledgCf the T^enerable 

Mufti. 

holy interpreter of the facred law ! may tlie Di¬ 
vine light guide thee beyond the errors of human frailty. 
1 am amongfi infidels, enemies to the truth; whe^ y^’t 
feem as certain of being in the right as thou art fare they 
are in the wrong. They hate us with an Inveterate ha¬ 
tred. I muft -difremble my refentments ; whilfi:, with tlic 
low'ell prollrations to the Unity, I celebrate his gJoriouh' 
mercy, who has fent us fach a liar to guide our feet into 
the way of peace. 

The <jjtriftians feoff at the faithfid people, as divided 
into feveral fefks. Would my death could wipe out ihofc 
l^eproaches, and vindicate the honour of the holy profef- 
fipn. ■ I could retort, that error (hows itfelf infinite in 
diem; but 1 mult hold my peace,^ and reftrain myfelf, 
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left my zeal tranfport me beyond difcretion; remember- 
ing I am not fent here to ^ifpute, but to fecretly for 
my great mafter, whofe empire be extended over dl the 
habitable woild. ** 

Thefe poor wretches boaft much of their traditfons^ 
their facred fynods and fathers, as if we ever wanted ho¬ 
ly men, walking wonders, and penetrating into the pro-, 
foundeft myfterics, by only wiping their eyes with the ‘ 
duft of their feet. 

They talk much of faith and reafon ; at which I fmlle, 
as knowing it to be only education : yet, as the worft of 
people have fomething that good, fo thefe are not 
wholly deftitute of devotion. They pray often,"but not^ 
fo often as the true bdicvers, It being, as thou knoweft,' 
a juft exception againft a witnefs amongft us, **. that h^' 
prays not fix times a-day.'* They pray to men and wo-'' 
men deceafed, whereas thou knoweft there Is no Deity 
but one. They fail often, but not fo ibi6Uy as the af- 
iifted with the virtue of the fupiem^dlfpenfer of grades'.^ 
They are charitable, but this hinders them not from ex¬ 
cluding all from the bleft abodes, who are not of their 
bdief; whereas thou affirmeft (who ait the refolvcr of 
all the problems of faith) tliat It will go well at the laft 
day with all honeft people, feeing thefe have all the fame 
objedt of worfhip, and their different religious are but 
a« lb many different ways, which lead a man to the fame 
place gf reft, like various roads to the lame city. 

Thefe Chriftlans whip tliemfclves often with fmall cords; 
which humour, they fay, was let on foot by an hermit’s 
preaching and example. Ndt many countries diftant from 
that where I am, there happened fuch an odd inftance of 
thill extravagant zeal (which* was to be hefghtened, it 
foams, with the fumes of wine} as plainly juftilitsour pro¬ 
phet’s wii^om, in chaf^ging the faithful to avoid it. It 
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imi particularly the cuftom of feveral people in thk place* 
ift their proceifionb* to whip themfelvcs* till the blood 
filcamed down their frocks* wliich were fo made* as to 
cover their facts, and leave only their backs bare. One 
^f thefe zealots, diftrufting the firmnefs of his conftitu- 
tion, had taken fuch large dtaughts of this intoxicating 
Jiquor, that reeling up and down with his whip in his 
hand, and his head againft the walls, he was followed by 
all the boys of the town hooting after him, which £0 
lefllncd the repute of this fottifli religion, a^made them 
abftaiii for the future from this pompous ufage of it. 
■What low thoughts have thefe people of the Almighty 
liord of % 11 ; when, alloviing him to be Omnipotent, )et 
reprefent him to themfelves and others as delighting in 
cruelty ; ^whercab, thou knoweft this paifion is only to 
he found amongit the weak and mifcrable. 

Tliat the Divine Preferver of men may continue thee 
long fur the edification of his eleA, are the pafiloi^ate 
wifhes of the meanefif of thy ftivants, Mahmut. 


Pans, 4th of the 8lh Moon, of the Year 1645. 




IV. —To Mustapha, Bither Aga* 

"ViTouLDto God I couM converfe with thee face to 
face in the feiaglio, as in fbrmri times. I vent many paf- 
fionate wiflies to Conftaotinople, that happy rcfidesce of 
my beft itiends, the nurfery of my childhood, the fehoed 
of my youth, and, I hope, the future repofitoiy of my 
old age. When 1 think of that city, it is with a paffioD 
haidly ficond to that which I chtrifti for the place of 
my nativity. In Arabia, it is tiue, I firft faur the light 
of the fun, but it was in Qieeee 1 received the mew* 
fiiendly illuminations oi the moon* {he fplendoors of the 
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true ftitht wUurb, tiboagh they difclofe not td ns fo 
t 4;|eBr'a profpeiSl of tlie Cdjth and all ite gateties, yet they 
pi«fent U8 with an unveiled difeovery of the hcavent di|d 
ihirsi ibowing ub paiadife with its glittetiug inhabitaiitSf 
the purpkd colonies of tiue believers^ champions and 
martyrs of the eternal unity. In the delkit 1 left my 
ihithcr, or rather hp left me, befoie 1 found *my£elf, btc 
• ing but an infant when he died, but in the city 1 found 
friends, winch is not a Icfb endearing tide. He gave me 
but my birth, wheicby I cnleicd on the llage of mife- 
ries, w^th vchich he foon aftet kft me to ftniggle, before 
I could diftingniih mifery from happtnefs. Bui they 
gave mo education, which taught me how to ifiun thofe 
evils v^hkh ate the natuial confequences of our birth; 
fo that in tlie main, 1 am more iiulcbtcd to them than to 
him. Ltt it be how it will, 1 cannot ceafe to love them, 
and often wilh myfelf with them. This is a fecond na¬ 
ture^ And bccaufe I cannot have my dciiiH:$ fulfilled in 
that, 1 gialify myfUf by often writAtg to them. Should 
1 make compavifons, thou wilt fay, 1 am a flatterer. 
Suffice it to tell thee, that thou art one of the number, 
whofe remembraiice affc£ts me with fenfible complacency. 
Yet I cannot wiite to thee, nor any of my friendb, io 
often as I ^).oald, without entrenching on the obligations 
' I have to the other miiiifters of die Sublime Porte. 1 
feud diipatchcs to all by tmns^ facnficing my piivatc le- 
gards j:o tlie expedatlons of the jfkite, and the pleafuic 
of my fupeiiors. ^ 

Had 1 been at liberty, I coukl have fent thee the ear- 
)ieft news of the flaughtef which the Germans made 
three moons ago in the French army at Margcntheiin. 
It is not too late now to fay fomething of it. The im- 
owe that triumph to the caddour of Turenne> 
and tHb degenerate craft «f the Duke of Bavaria, who, 
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to lull the French in a filial fecurttyt fent an ag^ent ilko 
France to negotiate a with deceitful overtiiks 

And umbrage^; commanding alio, that none of bis ibl- 
diers fliould dare to call the French thtir tiiemies. Yet 
• feme lay the blame of thi’» Overthrow on the Swedes, 
whofe unfeafotiable fufpicion of a private ticaty between 
the French and Germans, bindircd Torilenfoii fiom join¬ 
ing the forniCFj and expofed Turenne, with his i aw and un*< 
experienced forces, to the numeiou'> army of vctciaii 
periedifts. * 

It was a fatal engagement, and the French loft many 
brave men, befides (in hundred and fift'y commandeis 
kaken inrifoncrs, fifteen hundred of the common foldieu, 
fifiLy enfigns, with many waggons, and four mules ladtn 
with money. 

It is reported, that whilft Turenne, in the general re¬ 
treat and fiight of his army, betook himfelf to Margen- 
therm, as he lay on his bed the firft night, one of hi^ of¬ 
ficers V as coming to alarm him with the news of the Ger¬ 
mans approach to that town, hut unfoitunately ftumhled 
at hib chamber door, with the nolfe of which Turenne 
awaked, and fearing fome attempt, on his life, leaped 
oif his bed with Iris drawn fword, and making toward 
the door, juft as the olHcer opened it, he run him into 
the heart j by which mift ike he liimfelf, and the troops 
that were in die town with him, had like to have fikUeo 
into the hands of the Bavarians, But receiving, notice 
of their approach accidentally by fomc other means, he 
withdrew his troops out of the town by a contrary road, 
and efcaped the purfuit of Ifis enemies. t 

This vidloiy has given new courage to the imptnnhlt^ 
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revenge- The genios of tlile court feems to be un* 
daunted, lircathing nothing but war, 

I ihall not fail lo fend thee fuch intelligence as will, 
demonftratt that MaUmut paffes not aw^y his time in- 
vain. 

I pray the fovertign of as* many empires as there be 
'worlds, to dirJnguirn thee by feme particular maik of his 
favour, from the ciowd of thofe'he makes happy. 

Parts, 4th of the 8th Moon, of the Year z545. 


V .—To Smash iM Istham, a Biacl 
* 

A T length thou haft condefeendtd to beg my pardon, 
for the calumnies thy tongue baa loaded me v/itli, I am 
not ill plcafed with thy letter; it abounds with elegant 
cRprelfions of tby forrow, for an offence to which thou 
hadft no provocation. Thy fitbrniiliun, though late, a- 
bates tny refentment; and, if thou j^rfoimeft thy pro« 
mife, it is banifhed. The firft etime fo ingenuouily ac¬ 
knowledged, claims a title to foigivcncfs. Let eternal 
oblivion fcal it. 1 am not by nature revengeful. I ra¬ 
ther bluih for fhamc, than grow pale uith anger at him 
that injures me. Yet fdf prefervation wdU roufe our clioler, 
which is the moft atb’ve humour, and precipitates many 
to violent courfes. The e&6t it has on me, is to put 
me on my guard, left he who has wronged me, without 
any iigns of repentance, fhould continue his malice to 
my deftrudtion. But thou 1 ^ difperfed all my fufpi- 
oioos by thy feafonable addrefsi and if 1 cannot pro¬ 
nounce thee innocent, 1 will believe thou art not incor¬ 
rigible- The beft advice I can give thee is, hencefor- 
wards to attend to thy. own affairs, and fefirain from thofe 
of others ;Temciiibering tht Arnbian proverb, ** He that 
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/peeps in tit h!s neighbour’s wiluiow^ may chance to lolc 
his eyes.” There is a great dt^ of vrifdom couched in 
thefe (hort fentences. They are not the produd of one 
mad’s experience, nor of a few, but they arc the refult 
of univcrfal obfervation ; and our country has been happy . 
abovh others in the choice of htf proverbs. This that I 
onentioned, Is peculiar to the eaft, yet 1 can produce an 
inftance whereby it was lately verified in the wcif. 

There is hardly a night pafles in this populous city, 
wherein fothe murder is not committed iiuthe fireets. 
Two nights ago a man was found dcsid on the ground } 
whereupon a tumult was gathered about his bleeding car> 
cafe, i^ongll the reft, a fellow came crowding in, in- 
quilitive what fhould he the matter. Thofe who ftood 
by beholding liis clothes bloody, which he was not fen- 
fiblc of himfelf, feized on him as the murderer. His 


wild looks increafed their jealoufy, and the incoherent 
words with which he endeavoured to excufe himfelf, jen* 
dered him guilty in t8e judgment of the rabble. They 
carried 'him before a cadi, by whom he was ftrifUy exa- 
mkied $ he ftoutly denied the fad, and no proof could 
be brought againft him but his ftained clotlies. It is the 
cuftom here, to put to the torture perfons Aifpefled^^qf^ 
capital crimes, in order to draw a confeftion of the truths 
This they did to this poor wretch; and in the extrer^y 
of his pains, he acknowledged he had killed his wife 
that evening, but was altogether innocent of this^ poor 
man’s death who was murdered in the ftreet. All the' 


torments they inflifted could force no other confelfion 
from him, favc that whicli hfli real guilt prompted him 
to make, for which he was condemned to death accord-' 
iug to the laws. Thou feeft by tlus, that had he gone; 
about his bufmefs, Vithout prying into other men’s mat^ ^ 
t£i;% he might have efcaped a diico^ery. But thafmed- 
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dling hcb o£ the in^ydent betrayed him (nof without 
t{ie particular dire^on of fate) to a death which iudeed 
be merited, but‘not on the fcore of the murdered niAp, 
whom he went out of lus way to fee. , 

Thou wilt fay, this ilory^is not applicable to thy cafe, 
fince thou haft never yet^embrued thy hands in any man’b 
blood. I tell ihee, wlut 1 have fald was not deftgned a^ 
a refloclion on thy paft offence (let it be forgotten) j but 
as a caution for the fiituu’, not to engage tl^yfelf in mat¬ 
ters out of thy fpheie j for a bufy body never without 
tioubles. 

Above all, 1 counfd thee to pra^Cc the goveiun^t 
of the tongue, which is a great virtue, tfptcially in the 
courts of princes. The Arabians fay, ** I'hat a wife 
man’s ford repofes at thu root of his tongue, but a fool’s 
IS ever dancing on the tip.” 

Thou haft no rcafpn to take in ill part the freedom 
with which I advife thr e for thy good, uiikfb thou think- 
eft tltyfelf too old to leatu. Bui 1 have a better opi¬ 
nion of tliee than to rank thee among Pythagoras’s aifes. 

1 base faid enough for a friend; too much for an e^e* 
Biy« It is in thy own choice to make me which thou 
pk^feft. Adieu. 

i ^aris, 4^h oi the 8th Moon, of the Year 1645. 

^ _ 

Vi.—7« Zflim of Rhodesf Captain of a Galley* 

7 hou haft never vouchiafed to acknowledge the advice 
J[ (ent thee fome years agq^*of a Chriftian’s deftgn againft 
t}ry life. Perhaps he wanted an opportunity to put his 
revenge in execution that way; and therefore tthe cau¬ 
tion f, g^ve the^ looked like a falfe a&rm. Thou truft- 
eft in ihy courage, ftrengtb of thy ycffcl, the multi- 
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tude and fidelity of thy llav&,’ hnd th!nk«,ft thyfelf in- 
"vulnerable. But let me tell thed, that neitber’tiy coura^ 
thy vefTel, can defend thee from the ftroke of deitiqy, 
and thou hall no gi cater enemies than thofe who eat thy 
bread. Whether it be the •continuance of thy cruelty, 
or the natural regret of fervhude has rendered them fo, 
* I know not; but'if what I am informed of be true, thou 
art the mifcraBlcft man in the world. Wert thou only 
in danger to lofe thy'life by a flab, a buUety or the fwlft 
effefls of poilbn, it would be a happinefa in comparifon 
of the method that 11 now taken to deftroy thee; and 
the ‘mviQbh; death which thou wert formerly to receive 
from a prayer-book, would have been foft as the ftroke 
of Cupid’s arrow, in rerpe6l of the tragical and unheard 
of fate which is now preparing for thee. Think not I 
go about to amufe or affright thee with cliimcia’s and 
tales, fuch as nuifes ufe to awe their children into com¬ 
pliance and good mi^ncrs. What 1 tell thee is matter 
of fa£l, and confirmed by many letters from Italy, to 
fevcral eminent merchant > in Paris ; I have fecn Tome of 
them, and hear that the reft agree in the fame relation. 

They give an account, that at Naples, on the fccond 
of the laft moon, three witches i^cte feired and acoofed 
of prafb'fing diabolical arts ; of enchanting fever^ .per- 
fons; of doing great mifehief; and, in fine, of having 
private commerce with the devil. They floutly denied 
all at firft, and made very fubtle and plaufible ap(A>gies> 
iniumuch, as the inquifitors weie almoft ^perfuaded .of 
their innocence, till it' was fuggefted that thdr hdufes 
fhould be fearched. Officers were fent accordingly, Who 
after a nairow ferutiny, found fome magical books, fe* 
veral vials of ftrangc liquors, pots of ointment, waW an 
image of wax tcfembling amaft, but paitly melted*' 
were imprinted on the breaft ofathe ima'ge fevcral un- 

3 . 
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known chara^ieis, figuiesi and magical fymboh ; and on 
the forehead was ro be* lead ZELIM EBEN SA- 
G||RAN. All thefc were brought and eapofed before 
the inquifitork (of wdiofe office thou art not ignorant), 
great deliberation %va8 had about this unufual emergency. 
The Imauins and Cheiks were fent for and. confulted.^ 
The witches were examined apart, and put to the tortiue, 
as is the cullom in capital crimes. Admii^ble was theidl 
conilancy for a confidciable time; but at kngth, over¬ 
come by the continuance and fharpnefs of their pains, 
they confeiTed they had for fomc } ears pra6tifed magic 
arts, converfed with familiar fpirits, laifed tempefts, earth* 
qiiak«*s, and done other wicked feats. Being examined 
about the image of wax, they declared, that it was the 
image of a Turkiih captain of a galley whofe name was 
W'ritten on tlic fotehead; and that they were hired by cer¬ 
tain Italians, who had been Haves in the galley of the faid 
captain, to bewitch him to death, ia the moil lingering 
method they could invent $ that in ordef to this, they 
had made this image ^ that every night they met toge¬ 
ther, With 4 fourth of their gang (who was not to &e 
found), and made a fire of the hones of dead men, which 
they ftole from the graves and charnel-houfes; that they 
hud this image down at a convenient diftance before this 
repeating certain magical words and chaims; and 
as this image giadually melted, fo the body of the faid 
Tuxkifh Cjsptain did infenfihly wafte and decay. And, to 
add to his lingering death an intolerable torment, they 
hailed the melting imsge wi),h tlie oils, and other liquors 
^Ifich were contained in the vials and pots ; that I y this 
means he was ptrpttually lackcd with moft pungtnt and 
acute pains in his bowels, head, and . Ibpa ts of his body, 
n ;ingi^ tinder moft violent fevers, infatiablc thirft, and 
want of flerp, F.uallj, that this lingering ki id <. f t * ath 



A srr AT PAR16. 


'.Book l\ 


»9 • 


would continue as long as they pleafcd to protradl the 
dilTuhuion of the waxtii im 'gc. 

This coiifefion, though extorted fiom the switches id 
the midft of inliiflc’‘able tornientSy >(.t was deliscrcd with- 
out any inconfllUiwIcsj andVith all the dcniouibations 
of a real penitence. And being feconded u ilh the tefti- 
monicb of many credible wituefles, \i^ho had overfeen 
them in fomc' of their no£liiri\il cereinoniesj the inquifi* 
tui8» moved \iith a juft horror of fo nefandous abomina¬ 
tions, fcntenced them to be burnt, and their alhes to be 
fcatteicd into the fea ; which was accordingly executed 
oil* the ftxth of the laft moon, in the prefence of infinite 
fpe^iators. 

The news of this cxtiaordinaiy event is frefti in the 
mouths of almoft all the inhabitants of this city} yet no 
man, I dare fay, hears it with that concern for^the 
Turkifii captain as 1 do. Even thofe among the Chii- 
ftians who abhor witchcraft, would neverthelefs rejoice, 
if not only thou, but all the muiTulmans were deftroyed 
with enchantments, fince thty can never hope it will 
come to pafs by the fuccefs of their arms. 

1 am not credulous of eveiy ftury that is related of 
witches, being fatisfied, that fupeiftition and ignorance 
lias lifted many in that infernal number, who were inno¬ 
cent and never de'ftrved it \ fome having been forced by 
racks and tortuics to confefs themfelves guilty of plac- 
tifingEnchantments, when, after their executioifi thefo 
h-ive appealed evident proofs to the contrary. Yet X 6an- 
not be fuie, but that tUeic«bave been fome in all ages 
uiid ivtions, who h(«vc entered in.o hagues and aflbdh-* 
lions \\ltli d.\ils. ai d have be^n enabled thereby to pCr- 
fom ll i gs abo*2 •the po\ er of natme. However, | 
have a paillcuhr dcfitc to hear from thee, and tOibe in- 
f »riy vd. \.h thcr thou baft cxpei.Jhccd the efiefl; of their 
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enchantments. If thou halt not, blefs thy ftars that 

thou wert born and bred ^ mulTulnian, agamft whom the 

magic of the infidels cannot pre^il; and that thou htSi 

fwallowed the iinprcflion of Mahomet’s fcal, which is of 

force to diflblve and mnke iiMalid all the charms of men 

and devils. But if thou haft felt the force of theh^ en- 

chantments, and pineft away with unaccountable pains 

and languors, then think with thyfelf that thou art de* 

feAive in keeping fome point of our holy law ; that Ma«^ 

hornet is angry with thee9 withdraws his plOte£tion, and 

cnpt^cs thte to the malice of evil fpirits. , Neither per- 

fuade thyfelf, that becaufe the three watches air put*^ 

death, thou (halt prefently recover thy former health and 

eafe again ; for, fo long as there is a fourth living, and 

out of the rAch of jtilliee, thou art not fafe. Nay, if 

fhe were taken and executed too, fo long as thy enemies 

are yet ah'vc, who iiril employed thefe hags, thou art ftill 

at their mercy. They will fearch evjny comer of Italy, 

and of all Europe, but they will find inilruments of their 

revenge. They will rummage hell itfelf to gratify their 

fury. The beft counfcl 1 can give thee in this cafe j% 

to pacify thine enemies by extraordinary a£ls of civility 

to 4 he ChriftiaiiB, wherever thou meeteft them; by ufing 

thy ijbnres mil^, and giving them their freedom after 

a 4pimited time of fervice, without exa€Ung a ranfom, 

whfth ECtther tliey nor their i^ehitioris and friends can 

ever hw aide to pay. This will ah' te the nlncour snf the 
* * * a 

infidels^ and turn their revenge into kinfmefs and love. 

Thou wilt<?ery where be fiee ftom dangers; and thofe 

very perfent, who now ftudy all mcatib to take away thy 

life, will then hazard their own to preferve thee from 

death. * • 

llii^ not that 1 go about to perfuade thcc to change 

temper with thy (laves, and from 'the refolution and hra- 
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very of a true mulTulman, to liilk into the abjeA tiinor** 
Qufoefs of a Chriilian. Be felirful only of tliyfelf, and 
in awe of none more than of thy own confeience. 
Tliere is a Cato in eveiy man, a fevere cenfor of his man¬ 
ners^ and he that reverences this judge, will fcldofti do 
any thing he need to repent of. Let not the authority 
^of thy ftation tempt thee tqjije cruel or unjuft ; but in 
all things “ Do as thou wouldeft be done unto.” This 
is a precept engraven, on every • man’s heart; and he 
whofe a£tions write after this copy,will always be at eafe 
here, and tranfcendently happy hereafter. Follow this 
ri^, andjthou wilt experience the eCTeA. Adieu. 

Farit, id of the 9th Moon, of the Year 1645. 


' VII.—-To the Invincible ViSlER AzEM. 

Xf one may judge of future events, by applying to th^ 
the. fymploms of things pad ; and if a man may compare^' 
one kingdom with another, I ihould think that France 
wilMn time extend the limits of her empire as far as any • 
of the four great monarchies, that have been recorded in - 
hillorics for their uiiivcrfal fway ; I will not fay as far tts ' 
the wide-ftretched empire of the ever-vi<ftorious Ofmana^ . 
Yet the genius of this nation feems in fome manner to-, 
infpire the French with as ardent- a thirft of glory 
conqueft, as that which has in all ages appeared^to 
tlie infeparable virtue: of the mulTulinans. They- preih'’ 
forward to the mark for which they take up nrmt y that 
is, to fubdue all before tliem, and.lay kingdoins, proviu**'^ 
CCS, and cities, at the feet of their ix)vereigii. ^^They are ‘^ 
not difeouraged at ^iiftculties and lolTes. The cliecks 

and oppofitions thty meet w'ich, do but ;aniniate 

<1* 

with new and frelk.vi^gours. So thsi .it is become.« fore * 
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■ prognoilic of Tome great fuccefs to that nationi when at 
any time they receive ill niws from their armies. In this, 
their courage feems to be of the qirality of naptha, 
which by pouring on of water takes lire, although, thou 
knoweft, thefe two clement? be contrary to each otherl 
So this warlike people, inftead of being dejefted, or 
made timorous by any defeat 'given to their armies, are* 
rather inflamed witli more a61:Ivc and valiant refoiutions, 
as will appear by the rcpulfe given tliciu by the Duke of 
Bavaria, not many moons ago. ' 

As foon as that news arrived in this city, one would 
have expe^ed to have feen fomc. tokens of fepr in the 
people, but it wrought a contrary effeft. No tears of 
women and children, no compaflionate fighs for their 
(lain hulbands, fathers, or other relations; noMow'ncaft 
looks, or ominous fliaking of heads; no melancholy 
whifpers, or portentous itories, were murmured in the 
ears of the multitude, but all things appeared lively and 
profperous; the very women exciting the young men to 
lift thernfclves foldiers, and the boys in the ftreets mak* 
ing all their paftiines conflft in imitating the men of arftis, 
and learning the difeipliue of war. There was no need 
'>to force men to the field. No fooncr wms the king’s in¬ 
tention to raife new forces divulged in the provinces, 
but thoufands came voluntarily and took up arms, chool- 
ing rather to feck honourable deaths in the toils and ha- 
zardsb of war, than to lead inglorious lives at home, in 
the foft enjoyments of peace. 

Thefe things appeared to me as certain prefages of the 
nfing greatnefs of thjs monarchy, and an evident fign 
chat the French nation in this age lhall outdo their anco 
ftors in warlike deeds. < 

s 

T^ Ibge of that bloody combat between the forces 
' of the Duke .'of Baifaria and thofe under' the command 
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of Maiefch^ Turengc, was Margentheim. SInco which 
th«te has been a mo.e fierce encounter between the 
Frerxh and Imperiallfts at Alleriheim; wherein the 
former have recovered the honour they feemed to have 
loft in the Spring* owing much to the bravery of‘the 
Landgrave of Hefle-CaiTel* who* with his regiments* had 
^ confidcrable lhare in the actions of this day; and 
therefore he has been prefented with magnihe^t gifts by 
the queen-regent. The Bavarians loft in this battle 
above tdra thoufand common foldiers* beildes tnanyoffi-. 
cers of note. On the Ficnch Hde* the Duke of Enguten 
(who hadj newly joined his forces tc thofe of Turenne), 
was wounded in the arm* with two other commanders. 
Motilieur Grammond was taken prifuner* but honouiahly 
treated* and fent away with prefents by the Duke of 
Bavaria* together with inftru£tions about a. neutrality* 
who is exchanged for a German of equal quality. The 
French liave alfo loft Jn this battle above a thoufand of 
the common foldiers; fo that their vidory coft them 
dear. 

The Duke of Enguien, notwithftanding his wounds, 
inarches on the next day with his army to Norlinghen, 
oft'ering to that town a neutrality* and liberty for the gar- < 
rifon to march out* which conlifted of three hundred Ba¬ 
varians. But receiving a fierce anfwer from the gover¬ 
nor* he caufed the approaches to be made in order to an 
aftault) which was begun that very night* and a bteach 
made in the walls; upon -which the inhabitants were for^ 
ced to intercede with the duke* that there might be a 
celTatioii of violence till the next morning, promiiing that 
then the foldiers fliould furrender at diferetion; which 
was done accordingly. « 

There he tarried eight days to refrefh his army, '^hen 
he marched to Dunkenfpule, whichowas defended by a 
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j^arrlfon of five liandred Bavarians. » He took this place 
by ftorm, yet gave quartet to the foldicrs, who laid down 
their arms, and yielded themfelves piifoners. Leaying a 
garrifon of three hundred French in the town, he remov* 
ed his forces toward Hcilbmn. But in regard this place 
was defended by fifteen hundred men, he forbore to afi* 
fault it, and only quartered his aiTny in the neigUtourlng^ 
villages. * 

Since that time, which was about the middle of the 
laft moon, there has been no confiderable a^ion Isetweett 
the French and the Germans. Yet thofe who pretend 
to be verfed in military aihurs, laugh at the ilL cood^jV^ 
of the Archduke Leopold, who, when he had the French 
(hut up in a narrow lircight, through which It was un- 
polllble for them, to pafs but by Jingle files,'^negleded 
that opportunity to cut them off, deferring the victory 
(whereof he was too fecure) till the next iday, by reafon 
of the prefeut wearinefs of his fojdiers. In the mean 
time, Turenne with his whole army paffed the ffftight 
in the dead 'of the night, and came to PhilipJburgh. - 
This overfi^it of the general is mJich talked of^ 
caufe had he purfued his advantage he had not only en« 
tirely defeated the French, but in all probal^Hky falling 
, with the whole force of the empire on the Swedes, he 
had likewife vanquifhed them, and fo put an end to the 
war. But it feems as if the infcrutable Providence bad 
detertnined to infatuate the minds of the Germans, and 

f ^ 

referve thofe Iwp potent nations, their enemies, to be a 
farther fcowge to the empire., 

Adieu, great guardian of the eternal ^monarchy, and 
belieVe Malunut, when Iw folemnly fweara by Mount Si¬ 
nai, and by the tenth night of the. moon, that he adores 
thy ^onfummate virtue and wlfdom, which never fail 
thee in extremities. i 
Paris, 8 th of the pth EfOon, of the Year 1^45. 
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VIII.— Tq Cara Haly, a Pbjfician, at Conpantinople, 

1 AM weary of writing news of battles and fieges to 
* the grandees, and I know thou feldom troubleft thyfclf 
with the care of foreign tranfaSiions. Befides, I hate no 
certain intelligence of moment to communicate. But 1 
can acquaint thee with fomething more agreeable to thy 
iludics and genius. 

Here is a man in this dty who was not bom blind, but 
by fome iU hap loft the ufc of his eyes; yet nature feems 
to have recompenfed that misfortune in the exquilitcnefa 
of hts feeling. Thou wouldeft fay he carried eyes in 
his fingers ends, fince he diftingulftics thofe things by 
his touch, which are the only proper obje^s of fight.— 
Believe me, I think there can be no deceit or confedera¬ 
cy, whereby he might blind others inftead of being fo 
himfelf. I faw him muffled up with a napkin, which co¬ 
vered all his face, them divers pieces of eaftern filks, of 
various colours, were laid on the table before him. He 
felt them attentively, and told us the colour of each 
picce'cxadlly. I who was never over crcdillous of extra- 
oidinaiy pretences, infpcdling that either the finenefs of 
the linen which veiled hib face might give him fome 
glimpfe of the different coloiirs, or that fome byftander, 
with appointed figns, might inform him, caufed all the 
company to withdraw*, except a learned dervife, who was 
intimate with me. Wt threw a thick velvet mantle over 
his face which reached down to his navel, girding it 
about his waift, fo as to leave hig arms at liberty. Then 
I procured fmall (lireds of filks, fuch as I could conceal 
in the palm of my hand ; thefe I caufed him to touch 
with his fingers, brought up as high as his chin, fo that 
it was impolTible for him to fee them, had he had the iffe 
of his eyes; yet he made not the leaftTmiftake in five fc- 
- Voh HI, B 
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veral colours. We changed the order of the lllks, and 
fometiuies gave him the fame piece four or five times to¬ 
gether ; yet, as foon as he had felt it,' he readily told us 
it was the fame colour. 

• 

I tell thee, O learned Haly, fuch an uncommon expe¬ 
riment afforded me matter both of delight and wonder. 
I concluded from hence, that Nature is no niggard in her 
gifts, but fupphVs tlie defedis of one fenfe by the fuper- 
abundant accuracy of another. We afked this blind 
perfon. By what diffindion he thus knew one colour 
fiom another without the help of his eyes ? He'was not 
able to exprefs the particular manner of this diferiminat* 
ing fenfation ; but only told us in general, that he felt 
as much difference between the red filk and black, as he 
had formerly done during the enjoyment of his eye-light 
between the filks of Pcrfia and the fine linen of Europe, 
which, thou knoweff, are as different to tlie touch as fine 
paper and vellum. o 

Thou that daily pryeft into the faculties of human bo¬ 
dies, art beft able to judge whether tkfl' man’s excel¬ 
lency lay in the tenuity and finenefs of his fltin, tile fub- 
tilty of his fpirits, or fomc unufual, powerful, yet delicate 
energy of his foul, or wltether it confiited in all thefe 
together. 

The dervife who was with me. feemed not much to ad¬ 
mire at this rare quality of the blind man ; tcihng me, 
moreover, that about ten years ago, in 'lis travels, he had 
fecn a blind ftatuaryat Florence, who undeitook to make 
the refcmblance of an image in the chief temple of that 
city, which he finifhcd fo much to the life, that his work 
could no otherwife be diftinguilhed fiom the original 
.than by the difference of the diaterials, that being ala- 
bSffer, his white clay, which he fo tempered and mould- 
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ed with his fingers, as he continually felt of the other, 
that no lineament was left unexprefied. 

Indeed, when 1 refle^ied on our mutes in the fei'aglio, 
and the unaccountable fagacity with which they appre¬ 
hend thofe words which they viever heard, 1 ceafed to be 
furprifed at what 1 had feen the blind man perform, or 
what the dervife had faid of the ftatuary. 1 remember in 
Sultan Amurath’s time there was a mute, in whom the 
Grand Signior took infinite delight; for, b^fides a thou- 
fiind pretty gefturcs and tricks with which Ihe ufed to di¬ 
vert that prince, he often made her his fecretary, employ¬ 
ing her writing letters to his baflas and others, whilfl 
he dilated to her by figns. Although (he could never 
receive the found of words, nor utter any that were arti¬ 
culate, yet 1 have feen her tranferibe a whole chapter in 
the Alcoran, containing a hundred and feventy verficles, 
in as fine a character as the mofi; celebrated feribes of'the' 
empire ; and when (h^had done, would explain what (he 
bad thus written by figns, which made it evident that (he 
perfe^y underfioud the Alcoran. 

T Reft* are rare gifts, my friend ; yet were all the mutes 
educated with as much diligence and care as was Saque- 
da (fo (he was caUed), it is pofiiblc they would attain to 
greater perre£tiun. 1 have been told, that her tutor, one 
of the learnedeft men in Arabia, bellowed twenty years in 
teaching her this method of reading, underftanding, and 
writing. * - 

This puts me in mind of a man who w'as bred a Ma¬ 
hometan, but being taken, captive by the French, em¬ 
braced their religion, not in lus heart, but only ih out¬ 
ward profefiion. When 1 firil came to Paris, I fell into 
his company by accident, and underllanding that he was 
an African, I defired to aik kim fome queftions, .butPhe 
was dumb, fo that 1 had almoft 2aid*afide my hopes of 

B 2 



LETTERS WRITTjlN BY 


voi. m. 


lb 

converfing with him ; ti^l perceiving that he moved his 
lips, and opened his mouth, as one that was talking, 1 
offered him pen, ink, and paper, making Hgns to him, 
that I would gladly know his mind in writing. He ac¬ 
cordingly writ in Morefco/that he was ftruck deaf and 
dumb about eighteen years fince, telling me alfo the place 
of his nativity, and bow he came hither ; I took the pen, 
and in the fame language exprefled my compaffion of his 
misfortunes. Wlien he faw that I underilood Morefco, 
he writ again, fignifying to me, that if I opened my 
mouth wide at the pronouncing of every fyllahle, he 
could underiland my meaning by the pofture »f my lips 
and tongue. 1 found his w'ords true, to my no fmall ad¬ 
miration ; for he would write down what I had faid. We 
converfed together often j and at length I procured his 
efcape in the retinue of a Chiaus that was returning from 
hence to Conftantinople. 

I befccch the wife Archite6: of nature, and Repairer 
of human defe^ls, either to continue to us the ufe of our 
fenfes, or to fupply that want by fome fuperlative en¬ 
dowments of the mind. 

Paris, aoth of the 9th Moon, of the Ytar 1645. 


IX .—To Use PH, Jiqfa. 

Thou wilt fay I am unmindful of my duty in not con¬ 
gratulating thy new honour before this ; and that I for¬ 
get the good offices which formerly puffed between us 
in the feraglio. I tell thee, my obligations are infinite, 
not only to thee, but to many ethers of my friends at 
the Porte: It is impoffible for tnoi to acquit myfelf of 
fo fiiany engagements. As for the dignity to which the 
fultan has raffed tiiee, I received the firil news of it 
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within thefe fourteen days ; |nd I dare afErm, that 
none of thy friends, or of thofe whofc dependence is on 
thee, could with greater complacency behold thee veiled 
by our moll augud emperor, than 1 read the letter which 
conveyed to me this welcome iutclligcuce* 

Liong mayed thou live to enjoy the bleflings which thy 
good fortune has heaped on thee. Yet I counfcl ihee to 
enjoy them fo, as not to forget thou mud die. Let not 
the grandeur of thy dation render thee proud and wil¬ 
ful; but remember, when thou art furrounded with a 
crowd of adding fuppliants, that death diall level tliee 
with the sieaned of thy llaves. Thus the ancient philo- 
fophers fpared not to perform the ofEce of monitors to 
their kings and princes ; and 1 hope, thou wilt not take 
in ill part *the wholefome advice of Mahmut, who dif- 
covers a temper void of hypocrify, in the freedom he 
aflumes. If thou gived ear to flatterers, they will ccyn- 
pliment thee to thy ru^D ; and when thou art on the brink 
of a precipice, they vvill perfuade thee there is no danger, 
though, if thou goeil on, they know thy fall is inevit* 
able>* They will pride themfelvcs in the dexterity of 
their malice, and infult over thee wltli fcornful farcafms, 
whom not long ago they idolized. 

The eminent command thou haft, requires thy fre¬ 
quent prefence in the fovereign divan ; and that tliou 
mayeft not fit there only as an auditor of other men's 
counfcis, and incapable of making one in the number of 
thofe who become remarkable by their orations, or re¬ 
ports of foreign events, I will now entertain thee with 
fome paflages which have happened in Europe fince the 
beginning of this year, whereof the other baflas may* 
polfibly be ignorant., • 

The diet of Franefort, which had continued for three 
years, was diflblved on the 12th of Ac 4th moon. This 
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may be known at the Poftc, wliile they remain ftrangen 
to the reafon of it. There are a fort of ChrilHans tn 
Germany,whom they call Evangelics. Thcfc arc oppo- 
litc to the Roman church, both in religion and intcieftj 
and their caufe is chiefly cfpoufed by the Dukes of Saxony 
and Brandenburg. It was to comply with thefe that 
an affcmbly was appointed at Oliiaburg; but the em¬ 
peror and tfie Catholics were cither for continuing that 
at Frauefort, or tranfiating it to Munfler. While the 
contending parties were bickering and ft riving to gain 
their ftveral ends, the deputy of the Duke of Barana, 
tired out with fueh intolcinble delays, departed from 
Franefort, wliom the reft: of the deputies followed. And 
this thou mayeft report for the true occafion of the diflb- 
lution of that diet. 

Thus, at the beginning of the year, the difputes which' 
thefe infidels raifed about fafe condu£);, exafbiefs of titles, 
priority of addrefs, and many othar vain puniElilios, bin* 
dered them from coming to any conclufion about a peace, 
which was the principal caufe of their aftembling. And 
this is a folly peculiar to the Nazarenes, that in all pub¬ 
lic aflemblies the very ftrength and vitals of their coun- 
fels arc fpent in a vain adjufting of empty ceremonies. 

It is credibly reported here, that the King of Poland 
earneitiy folicites a match with Queen Chriftina of Swede- 
lan^ but has not hitheito had any pofitivc anfwer, or 
eifeflcd any thing in it. In the fecoiid moon of this 
year, that queen fent an anribafT.idor, to give the King of, 
Poland an atfeount, that ftte had taken the government 
upon her. While he tarried iii the Polifh court, there 
were noj wanting fueh, as by the king’s ordtr, fifted his 
f nchnation, in reference to tli’s aHah'. It was propofed 
to .^im that this match would be a hipj y occafion to 
unite the two kingdoms in a fiim and durable league ; 
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that the evangelica in Poland would be much eafed there¬ 
by ; that UladiHaus was not much decayed in his natural 
vigour; that Swedcland might ia the mean while be go¬ 
verned by the council, with many other propofals and 
encouragements to this pur^iofc ; among which I mull 
not omit, that it was fuggelled, how cafy it would be 
{or two fuch potent crowns, in conjunflion, not only to 
humble the Germans, but alfo to put a Hop to the vic¬ 
torious arms of the Ottoman empire. But all this came 
to nothing, that wary queen fufpe£ling tliat there was a 
deeper deAgn in the courtAiip of this old fox ; and that 
by fuch ^roatch, the kingdom of Swedeland, in default 
of the ilTue royal, might be fubjefted to a foreign crown. 

However, it is eafy to apprehend from this, tliat if 
the Poles maintain at prefent their accord with the Sub¬ 
lime Porte, it is for want of ftrength to break it; and 
that they only wait an opportunity to make feme potqnt 
and firm alliance, which may fecond the defigns formed 
by that court againft the firft throne on earth, whereof 
thou art one of the prindpal pillars. 

Ramain firm in thy ftation, and let neither the tem- 
pefts of war, nor the convulfions of flate, which are the 
too frequent produAs of peace, fiiake thy oonftancy. 
But above all, fuffer not thy integrity, which is the bafis 
of all virtues, to be undermined by bribes. 

If thou followelt this counfel, God and his Prophet 
iliall cftablifii thee, all men will honour thee, thy ibve- 
r^rign fhall^exalt tliee, and Mahmut will rejoice to fee 
thee in time become the atlas of the eternal empire. 

Paris, 5fh of the loth Moon, of the Yesr 1645. 
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X.—nicKINGI Cap’ Oglavi, Preceptor to the Royal 

Pages of the Seraglio. ' ' 

TTherii Is a vail difference between tliy letter and that 
of Shafhim Iflham. lie 1? eloquent In the acknowledg¬ 
ment 01 Ills crime, thou rheto’Ical in thy own jullifica- 
tion. ^'noii ha/l plundered Dcinofi-hcnct. and Ciccjo^ 
and tobbed them of all tlie fiowcfe. and tropes of orator}'’, 
to drefi. up a fa nt, lifeiefs excuft. Such an artificial a- 
polog), inilead of cancelling, heightens thy offence. It 
might have procured thcc the applaufc of the academy ; 
but it comes fliort ef giving me fatisfadlion for the in* 
juries 1 have received at thy hands; I have reafon to 
eflecm them fuuh, becaufe fo defigned, although they 
took no effecl; for v/rongs of this kind ought to be 
meafured by the intention of the author, not by their 
fuccefs.^ The minillers of the divan will hardly be pre¬ 
vailed to fufpe^ Mahmut, who has given fubilantial 
proofs of his fidelity. 

, Tell me, in the name of God and Mahomet, what 
was the motive that induced thee to Hander me ? Where¬ 
in have 1 merited this perfecution at thy hands ? It could 
not be revenge, becaufe I never gave thee occafion, un- 
lefs thou Hill retained a grudge on the fcore of my ftudy- 
ing in the academies; and that at my return from Paler¬ 
mo, thou wert not able to expofe me in the prefence of 
the mufti, in any point of language or learning. But I 
had rather charitably believe it was thy ambitibn, not thy 
malice, which gave birth to thofe calumnies thou haft 
vented againft me. Thou envieft me the honour of ferv- 
ing the Grand Signior in this ftation, thinking thyfelf, 
•capable of difeharging this office^morc fuccefsfully than 
Mahmut. I cenfure not thy abilities, but I think it is 
-beft for every man t^o be content with his own condition, 
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iTnce deftiny diftributes the employments of the world a> 
mong men, by rules into whimi we cannot penetrate. 

Thou art mailer of the French tongue ; but doll thou 
think that a complete qualification for a man in my poft ? 
Art thou fit to converfe in the court of a foreign prince, 
who canll not govetn thy tongue in that of thy native 
' fovercign ?*Thou art yet to learn a coiirtier^s mafter> 
piece, which is, to difl'cmble even the neceflary art of 
dilfimulation ; that is, as the Arabians fay, ** To have 
a veil upon a veilor, as the Italians, “To have a 
malk with a natural face on the outfide.’* Thou art fo 
far fiom this, that thou canll not yet draw perfe^y the 
firll rough llrokes of a counterfeit. 

To fpcak plain, hadlt thou by any artificial feigning 
of fiiendHiip to me, made way to infinuate thy llory in¬ 
to the belief of the grandees, thou mighteft have praifed 
me to my ruin. Eat to go bluntly to work, without pre¬ 
ventive encomiums, difeovered at once the wcaknefs of 
thy judgment, and t^ic llrength of thy pafiion; giving 
the miuiilers occafion to think there was Icfs of truth, 
th^ of delign in thy accufations. 

For the futinc, 1 advife thee to mind thy books and 
fcholars, and meddle not with Mahmut, whofe bufiiiefs 
is to iludy men. Adieu. 

Faria, 5th of the 10th Moon, of the Year X645. 


XI.— the Reis Efffndi, Principal Secretary of State* 

iTH extreme joy I have deceived the certain news of 
the taking of Canea by the invincible Ottoman arms. 

I mult confefs, when I firll apprehended the inten* 
tions of Sultan Ibrahim, to make war with the republic 
of Venice, 1 was apt to hearken fome thinkiog meni 
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in this'courty who, making their obfcnrations of the ful- 
'tan*s indulging himfelf in female plcafures, conje6:ured 
firom thence (as by a common rule) that he would not 
liave difcovercd fuch a martial and a£live fpirit, in alTert^ 
ing the honour of the Ottoman empire. ^ His dexterous 
concealing his deligns, even to the very execution of them, 
has ftruck a damp into all the courts in Europe, infomuch' 
as Cardinal Maxarini this day told the queen regent, that 
he doubted left Sultan Ibrahim would prove another Ju¬ 
nius Brutus, who being the nephew of Tarquin, one of 
the primitive kings of Rome for fome years, counter¬ 
feited an extraordinary fimplicity and weaknefs /if fpirit; 
but having privately fecured a faflion to his own inte- 
Vefts, by popular arts, he, to gain the fovereignty, changed 
the form of government, procured himfelf to' be made 
'conful, and difeovered a genius, furpaffing in policy and 
'mature judgment all his predecefTors. 

' Though the cardinal’s comparifon be difproportionate 
to the grandeur of the fovereign emperor of the world, 
who cannot without a vaft injury be poftponed in virtue, 
wifdom, or power, as a fecond or imitator of any prince 
Upon earth ; yet the charadter holds good in the main, 
that he has timely and maturely diflembled the moft fu- 
blime abilities and endowments a fovereign prince is ca¬ 
pable of, rendering thereby his enemies fecure and care- 
lefs; till at length all thofe illuftrious attributes exert 
thenlfelves on a fudden, breaking forth like the fun from 
an eclipfe, at once dazzling the aftoniflied world, and 
,fttrpriiing the enemies of the. Ottoman empire, in the 
lumbers which proceeded from the contempt of his fa- 
cred majefty. 

I thought indeed once that the Vpnctlanff would have 
^eciLin a condition to have faced the Ottoman navy, and 
dllj^ed ‘6ieir farthe. progrefr on the feas. 1 expelled 
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no Icfs than that they would have made fome huf&ng at¬ 
tempts on the illcs of the Archipelago; that they would 
have entered the Hellefpont, braved the Dardanells^ and 
failing forward would have blocked up the Ottoman navy 
jn the Propontis^ or driven them into the Buxine fea for 
flielter. And who could have thought othcrwifc* had 
^ they been provided for a war ? But our fage emperor, by 
fecrecy, which is the very foul of all great undertakings, 
has anticipated their very fears, and leaped upon the prey' 
while the keepers were afleep. 

Had the Chriilian princes and ftates laid aiide their 
private pundtilios and animolities, when the Venetians 
firft made their application to them for affiftance, it might 
have proved a doubtful war. But inftead of generoufly 
uniting their forces in the common defence of Chriften- 
dom, they began to divide their interclls and hearts one 
from another, and that upon the vaineft motives in the 
world, one ftatc difputing with another about precedency 
of pofts in the army, which proceeded to that height, as 
to fruftrate the main defign ; for the pope himfelf at laft 
is ftreed to raife the greateft aids the ftatc of Venice are 
h'ke to have, joining his galleys with theirs, and fending' 
a thoufund foot on board at his own coif. 

Thus docs divine providence, out of the difeords of 
Chriftian princes, draw occalions to enlarge the facred 
empire of the muftulmans, and to fpread the Ottoman 
conquefts over the weftern world. • 

Paris, aoth of the irth Moor, of the Year 1645. 

■ . ■ '-.Lv.vTT' ■"■-.■'rTrif' -ft---v-rTt- 

XII.-—To the Magnificent and Redonbtahle Visier Azem« 

It appears that the Queen of France is very indiftgent 
to her gencrale, having cafted homed^he Duke of Engttlttii 

m du 
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from the tc^s of war, Thu prince negleAmg the wounds" 
he received in the battle of Allerlheini* not many dayjfc 
after fell into a violent fever, fo that he was carried in a 
horfe Httcr to Phflipfburg, with no fmall danger of his 
life. As foon as he recovered his health, he was com¬ 
manded to return to France, and the charge of the whole 
army committed to Marefchal Turenne. ' 

Such tendernefs is never fliowed to the invincible Otto¬ 
man generals, neither would they efteem it a favour, but 
a difgrace. When they go to the wars, they make no 
underhand leagues with the elements to fpare their bo* 
dies, but are refolved lo combat with cold, heat^ hunger, 
thirft, and all the hardfhips to which foldiers are liable* 
as well as with the fwords of iheir enemies. They take 
no other armour againfl the rigorous frofts of *d Ruffian 
winter, or the fcorching fands of a Perfian fummer, but 
an unfhaken refolutlon, an invincible patience, and a 
mind incapable of bowing under the worft misfortunes. 
They arc not angry with the weapons of their adver* 
fanes, when they carve in their limbs the marks of an 
honour which will far outlail tbe pain of their wo|mds, 
and in their Befii hew deep characters of an immortal 
fame, and a renown which fhaU know no period. They 
are not parhmonious of their blood, but court their ene¬ 
mies to fpill it on the ground, from whence it will fpring 
up in laurels and wreaths, to crown them with triuinplft 
and glory whilit they live, and to fweeten their memory 
with the praife of future generations. 

Thus, magnanimous Vifier, do^the mulTulman heroes, 
the props of the firft emphe, manifeft their courage, in 
defying of dangers and wounds, and fcorning to capi¬ 
tulate with fortune, for eafe and exemption from death. 
They know, that when they march againft the iniidelii, 
it is^in vindication oi^ the eternal unity; and therefore} ii^r. 
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ftead of endeavouring to fliun, fhey court a death fo glo 
rjpus, as that vrhich will immediately tranfport them to 
the bofom of our holy Prophet, and to the inexprcflible 
deli;;ht3 of the gardens of Eden. Where tliis truth is 
firmly rooted, there is no room fur fear' to plant itfelf. 
But the cafe is otherwife urith infidels, who blafpheme 
that pureft undivided eflence. They affert and believe a 
plurality of gods, and therefore, in time of danger, a- 
mongft'fo many deities, they know not wlTom to ad< 

. drefs, or whom to confide in. The apprcheiifion of death 
is terrible to them, whofe hope is only in this life; 
whofe conferences are ftaiued with a thoufand pollutions, 
and yet renounce the very method of being clean; who 
not only err themfelves, but by their evil example arid 
influence* (for 1 fpeak of the princes and great ones), 
draw innumerable after them, to taiie of the tree Zacon, 
which grows in the middle of hell. 

People fpeak varioully of the Duke of Enguien’s coh- 

dud in the battle of Allerfheim. His creatures extol 
* 

his vmour and experience with hyperboles, whilfl hiS 
enemies endeavour to leflen his reputation. Some fay, 
he owes his revocation to the queen’s dillike ; others at¬ 
tribute it to the extraordinary concern (he has for his 
health. But fuch as would be efleemed the wifer fort, 
fay his return is voluntary, and fought by himfelf, fcorn- 
ing to hold his commiflion any lopger at the pleafure of 
Cardinal Mazarlni, who, it is thought, firfl: procured him 
this employment, only to have him out of the way, and 
take off his application from the domeftic affairs of 
France. Thefe are the difeourfes of the people at pre« 
fent, who yet perhaps may change their opinions before 
the fun goes down. always be cenfuring and 

defcanting on the a£iionB of theiir fuperiors j few jj^eing 
vrilling to think their tongues were given them ta He 
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'idle. It Is but a little member, but often does great mif<* 
chief by Its ailiMty. One of the ancients gave no good 
charadler of it, when he called It a dxmon. Yet we are 
not bound to believe all that the philofophcrs fald. ^fup 
gave the moft impartial account of this member, when 
he fald ** It was the bed, and the woiil.” Sometimes 1 
fit filcnt many hours together, not for vrant of compa¬ 
ny (for here Is a glut of that In this populous city) ; 
nor becaufe l know not what to fay (foi 1 could fpeak 
a great deal more than it is fit for others to hear), but 
that I may ftudy with Icfs interruption how to ferve my 
great maRer ; for much talking encivates the ji/idgment>. 
and evaporates the mind Into air. Befides, by thus prac- 
tlfing filence in private, I learn the art of reftraining my * 
words in public, when it is requifite to promote the ends 
at which I aim. It Is not fur a man In my Ration to be 
open and talkative, but to dIRInguifh perfons and fea- 
fons; to underRand the due Rop| and advances of my 
tongue ; fometimes to fay much in a Title, at other times 
to fay little or nothing at all; but ever fo to fpeak, as 
net to lay myfclf naked to the hearers; yet to feCm a 
very frank, open-hearted man, in whai I dlfcourfe of. 

I would not have thee conclude from what I have fald, 
that Mahmut ufes any referve to the minIRers of the di¬ 
van, who arc mines of fcience and wifdom, and can cafily 
difeern the heart through the moR artificial veil of words. 
But‘it is abfolutely necefiary for me te ufe difiimulation 
in this court, feeming many times Ignorant of what I 
really know, that I may not be thought to know more 
tiian they would have me. 1 was never yet fo indifereet 
as to publifti any fecret that was committed to my 
charge, whereby I have gained grejst confidence with 
neifewho ddight to unbofom their intelligence. They 
efteem me a man Lf integrity, and fit to be trofted.^ 
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Thus am T made privy to ms|iy intrigues of tht gran- 
cUeS) and a repofitory of the court news; whilft they whif- 
per in Mahmut’s ear what is tranfa^fed in the royal bed¬ 
chambers, and private apartments. 

By this means I came acquainted with an amour of Car¬ 
dinal Mazarini, which is known but to a few. This mi- 
nifter has none of the worll i^ces; and a proportion¬ 
ate elegance in his (hape; much addiflcd alfo to the love 
of women ; yet he manages his intrigues witlT that cau¬ 
tion and privacy, as not to expofe the honour of his func¬ 
tion. Among the reft, he had frequent accefs to the cham¬ 
ber of a qprtain countefs-dowager, her huiband being lately 
deceafed. This was not carried fo privately but it was 
whifpered about, that a man was feen often to come out 
of this Iddy’s chamber a little before day; but nobody 
knew who it was (for the cardinal went difguifed). At 
laft it came to the queen’s ear, who was refolved to uA- 
ravel this intrigue. She caufed fpies to' be placed at a 
convenient diftance from the lady’s chamber-door, which 
opened in a gallery of the royal palace, with orders to 
tracer him home. That night the defigned watch was 
firll: fet; it fortuned that the cardinal being in the count* 
efs’s chamber, her maid, who was privy to this amour^ 
overheard thefe fpies talking to each other concerning 
her lady, which made her more attentive (being in a 
place where fhe could not be feen), till at length (heplain¬ 
ly difeovered that they lay in wait to find out who it was 
that had been feen coming out of the chamber. She 
quickly acquaints the countefs with this news. She con- 
fults the cardinal what was heft to be done to avoid dif* 
covery. In fine, it was agreed between thpm, that the 
countefs (hould pu^ on the cardind’s difguife, and he 
fuit of her clothes; that (he (hould go out at the pfoat 
hour of hk retreat, and walk in thvgardcns } that if ex^ 
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amine flie fliould preteijd this difguife was to guard her 
from the rude attempts of men, who, if they found a la¬ 
dy alone in tlie night-time, would not fail to offer feme 
incivniticj; that foon after her departure, the cardinal 
ihould go forth in her drefs, and fhift for himfelf. This 
was pel formed accoidingly. The countefs walked into the 
gardens in the cardinal’s difguife, followed by the fpies, 
whilib he goes to an intimate friend’s houfe, an Italian, 
whofe fortune depended on this minifter, and changes his 
female accoutrements for the proper apparel of his fex* 
-—The countefs luivliig walked about half an hour in 
the garden, was feized on by fomc of the guards, under 
fufpicion of fomc ill dclign. She was carried before the 
queen, and examined ; flie then difeovered hcrfelf, beg¬ 
ging the queen’s pardon ; and teHiiig her, that a particu¬ 
lar devotion had obliged her to take that conrfe fui feve- 
ral mornings; but if it offended her majeily, fhe would 
hold herfelf difpenfed with, and would fuibear. The 
queen feeming fatished with this anfwer, difmiiTed her. 
Thus the amours of the cardinal and the countefs remain¬ 
ed a fecrec; and there are but three perfons bciides,^em- 
felves that know any thing of it, among which Mahmut 

one. 

Thou feeft, illuftrious miniiter, that the reputation of 
my fecrecy has gaiiicd me the confidence of one of the 
cardinal’s privadoes; for 1 had this relation from the Ita¬ 
lian* whom 1 mentioned at whofe houfe the cardinal 
changed his difguife. I am not without hopes, by the 
prudent management of this difeovery, to penetrate far¬ 
ther into the court intrigues; for he that told me this 
ilory, confidered not that he made me thereby mafler of 
.his fortune ; and that it is no longer fafe for him to deny 
me any intelligence 1 require of him! He has put a key 
.Dto my hand whicl^wiU open his breaft at my pleafure.. 
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Yet I need not maglfterial^jr ckim difcov^ries frcMti 
him, as the only conditions on which he is tt> expert my 
concealing what he has already difclofed. There is a 
more dexterous and ferviceable way to become his cort- 
felTor, without fuch an ungratcfiil infult; whilll with a 
wcll-a£ted candour, I feign a relation of fuch things as I 
*fufpeft, yet cannot be certain are true, till atteiied 
him ft If, profofling at the fame time not to believe thofe 
pretended reports I licard. If I fhall be fo happy as to 
do any elicdlual fcrvice to the Grand Signior by this en¬ 
gagement, it will anfwci: my ends, and I Aiall not repent 
of my cr^t. 

Mahmut falutes thee, fovcrcign Bafla, in the humbleft 
pokure of adoration, lying proftrate on the ground, hi 
contempliltion of thy grandeur, befeeching God that be 
would grant this favour to thee, to live happily, and to 
die in thy bed. ' ‘ 

Paris, aoth of the xxth Moon, of the Year 1645. 


^Xlll.—Ttf Egri Boyitov, a White Eunuch* 

7'hou giveft me abundant proofs of thy affedion and 
friendfhip, in frankly telling me what they fay of Mah¬ 
mut in the feragHo. I do not exped to be free from 
cenfure; and am fo far from being difeouraged at the 
obloquies fome men fallen on me, that it adds to mycom^ 
fort; it being an alTured mark of innocence to be tradu¬ 
ced. I am not dclirous that the Arabian proverb (hould 
be verified in me, which fays, “ That he deferves no 
man’s good word, of whom all men fpe^ well.” 1 
dread to be popular,at fuch a price; and will rather 
court the (landers of the envious, by a iledfall per^ver- 
auce in my duty, than lay a tram fqf the compliments of 
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flatterers, by favouring fsdition. Thou knoweft what 
reafon 1 have to fay this ; there needs no interpreter be¬ 
tween us. Though the black eunuch has recanted his 
afperlions, yet there are others who perlifl in their ma¬ 
lice ; and it will be difficult for the mailer of the pages, 
with his bell rhetoric, to exempt lu’mfelf from the num¬ 
ber. 

I have rectiveJ both tlieir apologies, and have anfwer- 
ed them. I wiih they would reform this vice; not fo 
much for my fake, who am proof agaiuit their accufa* 
tions, as for their own ; for the injury they intended to 
do me, will redound moil to themfelves. Mifrry is on 
him that perfecuteth his neighbour. 

He that is merciful and gracious, who hath feparated 
the brightnefs of the day from the obfeurity of Ihe night, 
defend both thee and me from the malice of whifperers, 
from the enchantments of wizards, and fuch as breathe 
thrice upon the knot of the triple cord. 

Paris, aoth of the izth Moon, of the Year 1645. 


XIV.—To Mustapha, Berber Aga* 

Thow wilt laugh at the hypocrify and folly of the Na- 
zarenes, when thou fhalt know the articles agreed upon 
between the Ele6:or of Saxony, and Koningfmark, one 
of the Swediih gtneials, on the zytli of the 8th moon. 

The Swedes had pteva led on the fon of the ekiSlor 
to intercede with his father for a truce ; but the old duke 
would not ht.arken to any thing of that nature, till Tor- 
ftenfon give orders to the Swcdirti army in thofe paits, 
that they fhould opprtfs the tledlor’s fubjei^s, by exa£l- 
ing from them unreafonoble taxes and contributions; and 
that they (hould lay ilefolatc all the countries about Di'*!* 
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den, if they refufed to pay whslt was demanded of them. 
Accordingly they took a caftle, which commanded a 
large valley of meadows and corn-fields. The Swedes 
burnt the corn on the ground, led away the peafants cap- 
tfves, and demoliftied many towns and villages; yet ftot 
without fome lofs on their fide ; for the Saxons one 
night ftole upon them while they were fccurcly deeping, 
and dew an hundred and twenty, taking above three hun¬ 
dred prifoners, Thofe who were left iti poiTclfion of the 
caftle, met with no better fortune ; being compelled in a 
few days to furrender this their new conqueft, with five 
enfigns, s\|id a hundred and fifty prifoners, which were all 
carried in triumph to Drefden. 

One would have thought that thefe fuccelTes ftiould 
have confimed the eledlor in the averfion he had already 
conceived for a treaty} that he would rather have purfu- 
ed his good fortune with arms, cfpecially when, by en¬ 
tering into a private feparate treaty with the Swedes, he 
muft needs give a great ful'picion to the aftembly of the 
deputies; bdt the old duke doted ; and what neither the 
repeated folicitations of his fon, nor the continual rava¬ 
ges which General Koningfmaik made In his territories, 
could procure from him, that he granted to the charm¬ 
ing addrelfes of a beautiful lady. 

The eledlor's fon adhering much to the Swedifti inte- 
reft, and finding all other means ineffediial to oblige his 
new friends, it was agreed upon between him andfKo- 
ningfmark, that he fhould at Icaft perfuade his father to 
a truce of a few days; that during this cefTation of arms, 
the fon Ihould invite his father to a banquet, where Ko- 
ningfniark fhould be prefent, with fome of |he principal 
Swedes in his ariqy. • All this fiicceeded according to 
•their wifhes. The good old man confented to a sefta- 
tion of arms, and to give Koningfmark a meeting at his 
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fon’s banquet. The Gei^an gaUantiy, and indeed that 
of all North Europe, conlifts much in their exceflive • 
drinking ; he is ciiecmed the moft polite man who can 
bear molt wine, with leaft alteration of his temper. This 
they call Carouling. The fon had provided plenty of 
thofc wines which grow on the banks of the Rhine, 
efteemed the wholefonien. and moll delicious of all thefe 
parts. It is not nccelTary to repeat particularly their firlt 
faliitcs and addreiTcs: both parlies feemed emulous to ex¬ 
ceed in civilities; they fell to their wine ^'hh freedom and 
mirth, after the manner of the country. When In the 
midft of their glalTes, w'hilll: the heart of the:)Old duke 
was elevated with the juice of the grape, came into the 
room a tall perfonage all in armour, and making his 
obeifance to the company, delivered a letter to General 
Kbningfmark. The general having received it, the ftran* 
get was invited by the debtor’s fon to fit down with 
them. He was maftcr of the feaft, and only Koningf- 
mark and the Granger, beiides himfelf, were privy to the 
intrigue. * 

The ilranger unbuckling bis helmet, and pullingrit off 
(for all the reft of the company were uncovered, it be¬ 
ing the hotteft day in all the fummer), difeovered a face, 
and hair, much like one of thofe nymphs deferihed by 
poets and painters. 

The duke could not withdraw his eyes from this fur- 
prizing beauty, nor fix his roving thoughts : Sometimes 
it put him in mind of Ganymede, the difearded minion 
of Jupiter; but Ganymede was never feen in armour. 
Then he thought of Adonis, tlien of the Babylonian Py- 
ramus, the Jndian Atys. In fine, he run over all the 
celebrated youtlis of the caft, to match tlie beauty of 
this^niuftrious ilnanger. He diank and gazed, whilft 
his fon and Koning^^mark were pleafed to fee the bait 
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take. From ruminating on ou!> fex, he paiTed to that of 
upomen ; and remembering, that in fome former battles 
between the Swedes and Germans, feveral ladies had dif- 
guifed themfelves in armour, and followed General Tor- 
ftenfon to the field, he concluded prefently, that this 
was fome beautiful female of Swedeland. 

This thought put the old duke into s pleafant fit of 
raillery, yet not without fome mixture of paflion for this 
lovely heroine. There was fomething fo peculiarly grace¬ 
ful in all her carriage and addrefs, as charmed the elec¬ 
tor’s heart. The women in thofe parts of Europe are 
not fo pcrecife in their converfation with men as in the 
eaft ; and it is a great point of education, fo to adjufl 
the pundilios of their department, as neither to appear 
too open, nor too referred. This was her mailcrpiece; 
for (lie fo equally divided the parts (he was to adl, both of 
a maid and a foldier, that neither entrenched on the otlier, 
but (lie acquitted hcr(lplf with exquifitc honour and gal- 
l^try. 

The next day after the banquet, the fon renewed his 
mediftion for a treaty, but the ele£lor feemed cold. All 
his thoughts were buiied in ruminating on his fair enemy. 

Not to detain thee longer in expectation of the ilTtte, 
the love of this young Amazon had taken fo deep root 
in his heart, that he would grant nothing but for her 
fake, neither could he deny any thing which (he.delired. 
Thus, by this ftratagem, they accompli(hed their aimsi 
and he condefeended to a treaty, after fourteen days 
debate on the articles, of which 1 here fend thee a true 
and particular copy, that thou mayefi find fome divertife- 
ment in the folly of the infidels. The articles are as 
follow: 

• j 

That it (hould be lawful for tbC duke to keep due 

% 
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faith to the emperor, noi* ihould he be obliged to admit 
any thing contrary to the intereft of the empire. 

** That tlie elcdtor ihould not lend the emperor above 
three regiments of horfe, nor ihould permit him to mife 
foldiers in his principality. 

** That the Swedes ihould have free and fafe paflage 
through Saxony, provided they came not within three 
miles of Drcfden. 

“ That there ihould be free traffic between the eleftor's 
fubjc£is and the Swedes *by land and water. 

“ That at the end of three months, each party ihould 
be obliged to declare, whether they would prolong the 
truce or break it off. 

“ That the elector ihould again enjoy his revenues, 
except thofe which were drawn from Xjeipiick. That he 
ihould pay the Swedes eleven thoufand rlxdoUars a-month, 
and a certain quantity of corn. 

That the eleftor flnnld do nothing which might 
hinder the liege of Magdeburg.** 

Thcfc articles at Aril fight appeared to be equally 
favourable to the Saxons as to the Swedes ; but in 
reality, they ferved cmly as an umbrage to deeper deligiis, 
which the Swedes had in agitation ; for this w'as the 
firft ilep to draw the Saxon off fiom the emperor’s 
party; and Torftenfon was now fecure, that whilft the 
Swedes ruihed faithcr into Germany, the Saxons would 
not moleil them behind. 

For my part, I neither underiland the policy nor the 
integrity of the eleAor in figning thcfc articles, nor how 
he can recokicile the firft of them with any of the reft ; 
to give fafe-conduct and kind entertainment to the ene* 
miss of his fovereign ; to be obliged not to lend him any 
mure affiftance thah his enemies ftiall allow, nor fuffer 
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him to raife forces at his own charges*; to be cheated of 
Iks own revenues, and tamely yield to pay a monthly 
tribute belides; to be tied up from fuccouring one of the 
principal towns in his principality, at that time beiieged 
by the Swedes; this is a nev/ method of keeping due 
faith to fovereigns, or of obferving common prudence for 
one’s felf. But women and wine caufe a wife man to 
ilumble,” as the Arabians fay. And this old prince is 
blelTcd in a hopeful fon, who is not afKamed to turn 
pimp, that fo he may betray his father to his mortal ene¬ 
mies. But let the Chriilians proceed in their falfehood 
and treachery one againlf another, whilil every good 
muffulman proftrates hlmfelf five times a-day, and prays 
in his integrity for the confummation of that time, where¬ 
in God has determined to put a period to the monarchies 
of thefe infidels, and to reduce them to the faith and 
obedience of his holy law, * 

1 wiili fomc of my^riends would fend me fome rela¬ 
tion of what paffes in the eaft ; X have heard nothing of 
moment out of Afia thefe many moons. I could almnil 
think^rnyfelf banifhed from the eternal providence, whilft 
T refide among thefe uncireumcifed. 

'j’hink fomelimcs on Mahmut, and if thou canft not 
iclicvc his melancholy, at leafl pity him, whom all the 
lionours and pleafures of thefe wellern parts would not be 
able to exhilerate, fo long as he apprehends himfelf for^ 
gotten by his friends at Conftantiiiople. 

Paris, aoth of :he xsth Moon, of the Year 1645. 
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XV.— 7£> Mahummed tioGiA, Dervi/Cf Ermitf Inha¬ 
bitant of the Sacred Cave at the Foot of Mouat Uriel in 
jfrabla the Happy • 

'I'hy remembrance is as the dew of the evening, or the 
midnight breezes in Afrlc, after the fcorching fervours of 
a fummer’s day, when neither trees, nor houfes, nor high- 
eft mountains, afford any ftiadow. Such are the employ¬ 
ments of ftate, keeping the mind in as reftlefs an aftivity 
as. that which the pliilofophers fay is the occaiion of heat. 
Such alfo is the refreffimcnt 1 find in thinking on thee, 
whofe foul is a manfton of tranquillity, an umbrella of 
temperance, and all virtue. Thither I retreat for refpir- 
ation from the fatigues of worldly bufinefs. Pardon the 
bold accefs of an humble Have, who cannot be fo happy 
as to vifft thee any otherwife than by letters, yet would 
be miferable in the want of this privilege. 

Ever fince I had the honour tq kifs the duft of thy 
feet in that facred retirement, 1 was filled with love and 
admiration of thy fan£lity. Thrice happy are the neigh¬ 
bouring fhepherds, whofe flocks feed under thy attfpici- 
ous protedlion. No fierce lions, nor ravenous tigers, dare 
violate that fanftuar}', or hunt for prey within thofe mea¬ 
dows confecrated by thy prefence. That rich and flow¬ 
ery vale was firft fecured with an eternal immunity from 
fpoil and rapine by the bleffing of our holy Prophet; 
now that bleffing feems to be redoubled by thy prayers 
and abftinences, who iiiheriteft his fpirit as well as .his 
abode. It was in that lioly cave the meffenger of God 
fafted for the fpace of three moons. Thy whole life there 
is one contjnued abftinence. When thou lifteft up thy 
venerable hands to heaven in pra}er,i the enemies oPoiir 
hoi/ law are feized with fear and trembling; thou aat 
the guardian angel^ of the Ottoman empire; thy body, 
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attenuated with twenty years fafting, is purified almoft to 
*^^^portality ; thou art become a denizon among the fpi- 
rits ; neither the beads of the earth, nor the fowls of the 
air, nor the fiih of the fea, will charge thee with their 
blood; thy table never fmoked with daughtered dain¬ 
ties ; every tree affords thee a feaft, and the meadows re- 
£^e thee with a thoufand harmleis delicacies; thy third is 
allayed with the crydal dreams; and when thou art dif- 
pofed .to banquet, the Arabian iheep fupply thee with 
neflar ; thus, like a prudent traveller, tliou accudomed 
thyfelf beforehand to the diet of the country whither 
thou art g^ng; thou lived the life of paradifeiiere on 
earth. 

Thou art not privy to the wickednels of the age ; that 
cell guards thee from other mens vices, while thy incom-. 
parable humility defends thee from thy own virtues; thou 
art not puffed up with thy fublime perfeAions; pride is 
a ferpent which commonly poifons.the root of the faired 
endowments, but thou had cruflied this ferpent in the 

egg- 

In timt folitudc the angel opened the heart of the Sent 
of God, and took out from thence the devil’s feed-plot. 
When Mahomet avv'aked (for this was done while he lay 
in a trance), he faid, I am a worm. When Gabriel faw' 
his humility, he pronounced a blelling on the place, that 
whofoever fiiould dwell in that cave, (hould be meek as 
Abraham, chade as Jufeph, and temperate as^ Ifmad. 
Thou had experienced the effe£t of his benediAion. 

There is another happinefs alfo attends thy retire¬ 
ment; thou lived free from cares and anxieties; thou 
committed the public good to the condu£I of thy fove- 
rc’^n, aiid thy private welfare to the protedtion of Pro¬ 
vidence; neither difqiiieted foi the one, nor folicitoug 
the other. Who riles, and who fall% in the favour qf 

/V. ///. . c 
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the fultaa; vr'iio purchafcs the government of the em¬ 
pire by their merits, or who by their money; whether it 
■be better to remain in the feraglio, or to be made bsifla 
of Egypt, are cares that never moteft thee* Thou canft 
iit in that fandiuary of peace, and pity thofe ^Arhofe 'am¬ 
bition, and the love of glory, has driven into the toils of 
war. Thou canft behold udth compaffion the burdeu- 
fome attendants 4>f the .great; their labours by day, and 
thdr watchings by night; their reftlefs thoughts and bu- 
fy a6Uons; macerated bodies, and uneafy fouls: while 
with indefatigable pains they purfue mere fhadows, and 
endeavour to grafp the wind, or fecure to themfelves a 
bubble, which is no fooner touched than it vanifhes; 
thou in the mean time art filling thy mind with folid 
. Itnowledge, and laying up pofleffions which Audi never 
he taken from .thee; for the foul carries her goods along 
with her to that other world. 

I often wiih myfelf with thee ; and the remembrance 
of what I once enjoyed in thy converfation, cannot be 
effaced by diftance of time and place; the farther I am 
from thee, the more ardently do I long to fee tl]|^e. But 
even in thefe innocent defircs, there is a neceflary morti¬ 
fication ; fince we are not bom for ourfclves, but to com- 
' ply with the myftenous ends of fate. 1 am appointed to 
ferve the Grand Signlor in this place, where I endea- ' 
TOur to acquit myfelf a faithful Have, and a good mulTul- 
iflan. Jf I fail in the (irft, my great mafter will puniffi 
me $ .if in the laff, God and his prophet will revenge it. 
Yet I hope every frailty will not be efieemed a tranfgref- 
flon, fince the heart and the hands go not always toge¬ 
ther. l/jften ftrive to imitate thy abiiinence, hut my 
appetites are too ftrong for me: I return to my old 
Qpurfe again, like a bow that is forcibly bent. Yet I fin 
not in this, fince rt is not required at my hands. 
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Phiy for me^ holy man of G<h 1> that, while I aim at 
things, 1 may not fall into ttie woril; and by 
ftriving to arrive at perfedlion, I may not crack thofe pow¬ 
ers which are requifite to keep me fiedfafl: in the high¬ 
way of hioral virtue. I leave thee to tliy contemplations, 
and the fociety of thy courteous angels, who ever wait 
at the door of thy cell. 

Paris, aoth af xith Moon, of the Year 1645. 


XVL—ro UsEPH, 

I FORMERLY acquainted thee, that Uladiflaus King of 
Poland, fought Chriilina Queen of Sweden in marriage; 
but that his propofal was rejefted. Now thou mayeH 
know, that this monarch has made a more fucce&ful 
amour, being married to Louife Marie de GonzaguCM 
Princefs of Mantua. The nuptial folemnities were per¬ 
formed in this city b)* the ambafiador of Poland, w^ 
was his mailer’s proxy. The grexteft part of the laifc 
moon was fpent in malks, banquets, and court-revels, to 
honour the efpoufals of this new queen, who is fince gone 
towards Poland, being attended to the frontiers by a nu* 
merous train of the nobility, with all the ceremonies and 
regard due to a perfon of her rank. 

The French, who are never fparing in words, are too 
liberal in the praifes they bellow on this prince^; foa If 
all were true they fay of her, ftie might be lifted^ the 
■ nuinlupr of angels; whereas, fomc more imparl^'eyes 
have difeovered fuch imperfe^lions, as fpeak her yet on 
this fide a faint. But ordinary virtues in princes 
the multitude, borrowing a greater luilrc firom the nobi¬ 
lity of their blood, and the eminence of their quality ; 
v^iilil their vices are either ihrouded ;^m the vulgar, or 
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made to pafs for yiitues, in the artificial drefa which flat¬ 
terers put on them. It is under this advantage the ngm T 
Queen of Poland is cried up for a Diana ; though a late 
fatirefl vindicates her from being half fo cruel is that 
geddefs ; it being no fecret, that a young Italian tn'ar- 
quis had fometliiug kinder ufage than had AAeoo, when 
be accidentally encountered this princefs as (he was walk* 
ing alone one evening in a grove belonging to her pa¬ 
lace. 

I am no patron of libels ; nor would I fpeak irreve¬ 
rently of thofe wbofe royal birth claims refpe^t from all 
mqrtals; but the ilupidity of tlie Nazareuc^ provokes 
my pen, who allow their women all the uncontroulaldc 
freedom and opportunities' that commonly give birth to 
the moil irregular amours, and yet believe thdhi innocent. 
They are pcrfefl idolaters of that fex, not having learn¬ 
ed, wth the illuminated muifulmans, that women are of 
a creation inferior to that of men, have fouls of a lower 
damp, and confequently more prone to vice; and that 
they (hall never have the honour to be admitted into our 
paradife. • 

But thou who believeft the do6Irines clear and intelli¬ 
gible, and liaft killed the garment of the Sent of God, 
wilt not fufFer thy reafon to be blinded by the enchant¬ 
ments of thefe deluding fair ones; but fo love women, as 
fUU to remember thou art a man, whicli is fomething 
mtire fublime. 

vm 'ift of the isth Moon, of the Year 1645. 


* XVII .—To the Kaimacham. 

r 

It is hard to guefs where the French viaories will t^cr- 
tninate. Either fiear, or the dcfirc of novelties, opens the 
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^ gates of moft cities to them; and when that will not do^ 
force of tbdr cannon makes a paflage into the fkrong* 
eft holds of their enemies^ and puts whole provinces un¬ 
der thai^ubjedlion. 

Thetr enemies fay, tha^ the French never beftege. a 
4 fown, but their firft alTaults are made with bullets of 
gold ; and when that will neither prevail on the gover¬ 
nor, nor win a party, then tltey only try the force of the 
coarfer metal. Yet this will appear but a dander, if 
thou conftdereft a late aflion of the Duke of Orleans, 


when he lay down before Bourburg. 

He ha<b fcarce finiftied his trenches, when the next 
morning an arrow was found with a letter faftened to it, 

not.far from bis tent. The letter was directed to the 

# 

duke, and fublcribed by the governor of the town. The 
contents of it were, to fignify to him, that if he would 
give him fifty thoufand pieces of gold, and continue hins 
in his office, he would (he next night open the gates, and 
let in his army; and that before mid-day he would fend 
a mefleoger to know bis plcafure. The duke waited the 
arrival t>f the meffenger, who feconded what his matter 
bad faid. But the magnanimous prince, inftead of ac¬ 
cepting his offer, fent him back to his matter, with this 
meffage, ** That he came not before the town as a mer¬ 
chant, to purchafe it at the price of a needlefs treafon; 
but as a foldier, at the head of an army flulhed with con¬ 
tinual viclorles fummonlng him forthwith to fun^n- 
der at diferetion, tliat being the only way to experience 
his generoilty. 

This year has been fignallzed with much adrion In 
Flanders, Catalonia and Italy. The field was fiiared a- 
mong many brave getieriils. 

•Tlie Duke of Orleans had the command of the army 
.in Fl'inders, where he took the forts ^ Vandreval, Bour- 
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burg, Link, Dringhen, Bethime, S. Venant, GuifcSi 
Lens, Mardyke, LiUers, Mening and AnnentierB. 

Thefe places were won by feveral parties, under tbe 
commands of^e Marefchals de Gaftion, de Rai^an, and 
tbe Duke of Guife, who all aSed in feparatr TOdlea un* 
der the Duke of Orleans. 

Nor was the Count de Harcourt idle in Catalonia, 
where he fucceeded in the charge of the Marefchal de la 
Mothe. The firft effort of his anns was the retaking of 
Agramont, which the Spaniards had feized; a ftrong 
city, and which kept aiarge part of Catalonia in fuljec* 
tion. * 

From hence he marched toward RoTes, one of the 
moft important places for ftrength under t]ie Spaniih 
king's donnnions, and governed by an experienced fol- 
dier, who failed not to defend the place to tlie laff ex¬ 
tremes ; but after a ftege of two moons was compelled to 
yield for want of provifions. o 
After this, tbe French general cut off feven hundred 
Spaniards, who were polled to hinder his paffage over 
a river. The next day the whole armies meefing in 
the plains of Liorens, there was a furious encounter, in 
which'the Spaniards loft ten regiments of horfe on the 
fpot; the reft threw down their arms and yielded. The 
Marquis of Mortare, one of the Spanifti generals, was 
tal^n captive, with other perfons of note; among which 
was the ftaodard-bcarer of Spain. 

Yet this was but the engagement of one wing; for 
when the other entered the • combat, the daughter was 
dreadful. Of the Spaniards were (lain fix thoufand horfe, 
and fixtcen<^hundred foot 3 and three-and-twenty hundred 
of them were made priibners. Thep French loft not a- 
boVe three hundred in dh and had but a few wounded.« 
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Thii battle hu bi^oughtr h^mte glorjr to tbe Count 
'dViElarcoutt. After which there haf»peiied nothing re- 
nuufKltlide in Catalonia^ fave the ^taking of Balaguier, 
which «^e-to this year’s cat^paign on that fide. 

Priseb ^hfomatf^ of Sivoy commanded in Italy, but 
"^had no great number of French in hie army» the main 
body being drawn off to ferre in Catalonia. Yet vexed 
to fee the fncoefe of the^ Spaniards^ who bad poffeffed 
themfelves of a ftrong caftle, .and kept the fiehHn a bra*^ 
vado, as if he were not ab]^ to ftuce them, he raffed fome 
recruits and entered the lii|ilimen«» where he took the 
city and catftle of Vigevano. After this, defigning to re¬ 
turn into Piedmont, he found aU the paffiiget blinked up 
by the Spaipardi, who had a fargreater' army than his. 
Yet affumingcouralfe, he attempted to paft.the river* 
Moura; and the enemy preftnting themfehres to oppofe- 
hh defign, he gave ^em battle, and killed five hundred‘- 
and threefcore of them^ among vdlich were mne officers 
of principal command and quality $ on his fide were loft 
two hundred common ftddiers and twelve o&ers, among. 
which was his brother Prince Maurice of Savoy. Thefe' 
are the chief afUons on tliat fide. > As for Portugal,; 
there has happened nothing in that kingdom worthy of 
remark. 

s 

I have in this letter, ftige governor of the imperial* 
city, obferved the method thou enjoinedft me; 1 have 
acquainted thee with whatfoever has occurred in the pre-- 
fent wars of France and Spain duiing this year. 

It is difeourfed here, that the Venetians will lay fiege 
to Canea next Tpring, in hopes to recover that important 
place from the arms of the victorious Ottomans. 

The Duke of Orlsantf will be on his march to Flan- 
dArs toward the latter end of the next moon, refolving^O^ 
make an early campaign, being a!armc!h with the late lofs 
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of Mardykt which the Spauiardt took hy furpnfci wHh-« 
out much hloodihcd, having not the fourth .part of^' 
hundred men killed on their Itde ; whereas, wbip^the 
French took it from them, it cod five thouran4^vcs of 
the bed foldiers the King of Isribct had in biS^army. 

The hour of the pod will not permit to lay morC; 
than that I am the humbled of thy flaves, 

Pari^ I4tli of the x«th of the Year t645« 


XVni^7VP«iifiT OoLOv. 

* 

I WILL not make trial of the ▼irtue of fiiendfiiip at thit 
time. In the way that phflofophers propofe to be ufed 
between fuch as own that title. I will not complain of 
the dolours 1 undergo, that fo by making thy compaffion 
ihare them with me» 1 may eale myfelf of a part. It 
ai^ears to me a pufiHanimoos, not an unjuft adUon, 
for a Doan to transfor his fuderings by difeovering them 
to his friend^ and defignedly throw that upon another, 
which is fcarce tolerable to himfelf. * 

^ 1 am fick, and cuftom has rendered this almoft as na¬ 
tural to me as health. My conftitutioti is not proof a- 
gaind the envenomed arrows that are foot from the dars; 
nor am 1 condcUated to redd the fecret contagions that 
lurk in the elements. The herbage of the fidd languifo- 
es when poifoned with invifible atoms from above ; and 
all the leaves of the fored wither when touched w'ith the 
baneful emidlona of certain meteors, or fcorched with 
the winged exhalations of the night. So^our bodies le- 
ceive a thoufand imprefliona from things without us, and 
not a few maladies from ourfelvt^. c.Thc very channel of 
lidt proves many times t^ie vehicle of death, while o'ur 
lungs fuck in ynwhollbme airs, and our very breath be- 
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copies our bane. We hare radical poifons io our com¬ 
plexions, which, though they do us no hurt while we let 
ikem lie dormant, yet, once excited by our paffions and 
vicFaji they become noxious and fatal, hurrying us into 
the chambers of death, by unaccountable difeafes and 
pains, which are under no predicament. 

^ This makes me bear my prefent diftemper with an 
equal mind, becaufe I know its original, and it is not in 
the lift of thofe maladies which have no name; whereby 
I can cahly calculate its duration, and almoiTpoint to a 
day when I ihall be well again ; for it is in the number 
of thofe, phyficians call acute; and the angiiifh it inflicts 
confirms that title. 

Take not this for a complaint, nor what I am about 
to lay for a. paradox, when I tell thee, that 1 know not 
which is greater, my pleafure or pain, during this excru¬ 
ciating fever. Thcfc affeftions border fo near qpc upon 
another, that I find it difficult to diftinguiffi them. Th4y 
fectn to be inmates eR> tach other, and blended together 
in their roots. Sure I am, they art fo twilled and inter* 
woven In my conftitution, that I never felt one without 
the otiicr. £veiy man may experience, that his ftrong- 
eft defires are compounded of thefe two paffions, and the 
very moment of fruition itfelf cannot feparate them. The 
minute of enjoyment it but confecrated to his lofs, while 
the height of his joy is the rife of his grief, fince the 
fmalleft particle of time, cannot diftingulfh the life ^nd 
death of his pleafure. 

Do but reverie this contemplation, and apply it to my 
iicknefs, an^ thou wilt find no riddle in my words, when 
1 aflure thee, that as the torment of my fever advances, 
fo does my eafe ; pleafure and pain fit and ifiake hands 
in my heart, embrace* and equdly divide its fyftole and 
diaftole between them- 
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Yet 1 xnuft needs own» I am indebted for this nllay of ' 
my dolours to the prefence of my mind) which*I*fuffCT, 
not to be torn from itfelf, or carried away by tfte^<rioleol/ 
motion of my agitated fpirits. Were it not for tJriS^ a 
fever would prove a hell upon earth* and eveiy fulfe ^ 
tormenting fury. My very drink (which is all my fubfift* 
ence now) would appear but the loathfome diftillation of ^ 
that trccywhofe unpalatable and fcalding gum is appoint¬ 
ed for a beverage to the damned. The fofteft entertain¬ 
ment of my bed, while awake, would but be a cranflation 
of the torments of Ixion and Syiiphns ; and the flatter¬ 
ing intervals of deep would but renew the fufferings of 
Tantalus. Whereas now, whether afleep or awake, my 
mind, keepng aloft in her proper fphere, bulled in the 
contemplation and enjoyment of herfclf, and fnperior ob- 
jeds, partakes not in the fever of my body, but, as if on 
the cooktop of fome high mountain, furveys all the val- 
lies beneath, without being ftnfible of their raging heats. 

I owe this tranquillity, in the midft of bodily pertur¬ 
bations, to the examples of ancient philofophers, which 
thou knoweft have far moie influence than precepts. 
Ever fince 1 read, that Plotinus could diace away the 
racking tortures of the gout and llouc, by the fble force 
of his thought, I daily tried the experiment, fpuired on 
by emulation of his virtue, as judging it ignoble in a 
muifulman to give the palm to a pagan in any point of 
mafeulinc bravery. 

It is rccotdcd of the fam^ philofopher, that, by the 
mere ftrength and msgefty of his mihfl, he difllpated the 
enchantments of ApoHonius Tyanseus; and the infernal 
ipirits confslTed they were baffled by that thinking man : 

* As if his foul were of iht! hatni'c of Medufa’s heUd, which 
turned all into inaAive fEatucs who ’did but look on it. 

Surely great is ^e efficacy of contemplation hinted at 
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rjik ^he Arabian proTerb} which fays, ** He that can fee 
^is own eyes without a glafs, (hall be able to move the 
"i^’s horns.**. Which myfterious expreffion is thus in- 
t^^hNlied by the learned Avicen: A prophet, or fpiritual 
mao, ^o always converles within, ihall have power to 
(hake the foundations of the earth which, thou kpow- 
refts on the horns of a bull, according to the do^rine 
of our holy lawgiver. 

r need fay no more to, co^ivlnce thee that I am in a- 
fever. My thus expatiating and running from one thing 
to another (when I thought to have faid all in a few 
words) will fatisfy thee whai temper I am in. Yet re- 
colle 4 ^ing*myfelf with comfort, that I know my di|kem- 
per, 1 will crave leave to tell thee a iliort ftory .of a man 
who was $ck for many years, and yet the ableft phyfi- 
eians in Paris could not difeern his malady. , 

This perfon was an officer of the city, whofe bufinefs 
it was to arrcil men that were in debt. He was obfetv- 
ed to be the fubtlefk of all his brethren, and the moft- 
dexterous at plotting another man's ruin. This augment¬ 
ed his eftate, and he grew extremely rich. But in the 
onc-and-fortieth year of bis age, he was feized with an 
unknown malady, a diftemper to which the moft Ocilful 
were ftrangers. He langulihed live years, in a condition 
which moved aU men to pity.^ It will be tedious to re¬ 
count the fymptoms of his iilnefs. At length he died, 
and, according to his own will, was dilTefied. The phy- 
iicians found all parts of his body decayed and wa&d; 
but when they came to his head, they were, above mea- 
fure aftoniflied to fee a neft of feipents, inlte^ of brains. 
This was concluded by all to be the fourpe of his dlftem* 
per; and people defcant variouily on it. . Sbine lay it 
was a judgment o^ God inflidled 09 him fox bis cruel fub- 
tlcty, in trepanning men out of their liberties by a thonffind 
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wiles: Others are of opiniolii that it is a natural |tro^ 
dudy it being ufual in fome conftittttions for this fort 
creature to be bred out of their vitals. A merchaft^ 
that had been in Fern t<dd me, that in a province of‘fhat 
empire, there were people, who, by drinking th€ water 
of a certain river, had ferpents often engendered in their 
bowels; that he had feen one prefented tc>^thc King of' 
Spain, which was taken out of a dead man’s heart, a cu¬ 
bit in length. He faid it was of a crimfon colour, with¬ 
out fcales or eyea^; neither was it venomous. This he 
aflerted very folemnly, and with imprecations. 

I tefi thee, dear friend, if thefe things be true, who 
can be fore he harbours not fome fuch loathfome inmate 
in his body { 3 ret 1 would not have thee grow melancho¬ 
ly upon it, and difturb thy repofe. The dayawill come 
when we fliall all be metamoiphofed into worms and fer¬ 
pents in the grave. 

In the meanwhile, live thou happily in th^ Atvour of 
thy fovereign, in the enjoyment of^hy health, the vigour 
of thy fenfes, and hate femetimes in thy thoughts a man 
full of indrnuties, without murmuring, Mahmut,^ that 
loves his jEriend 'ki all conditions- 

^ark, a 6 th of the lath Moon, of the Year 1645. 


KIX .—Ito the Seligtar Aga, or Sword-Bearer to his 

* Uighnefs, 

_ % 

1 WISH 1 coidd time my letters fo, as to gratify all the 

minifteraof the bleifed Porte, by making each alternate¬ 
ly the iirft relater of fome acceptable news in the myfte- 
rious divan, Vhcre all human events are fcanned with im- 
pmrtnl judgment. But cv^ry moon does not prefent us 
witfi 6cge« or battle^ $ neither can^ I receive iotelligeoce 
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of afi ranarkable CYentSr fo foon as they come to pafs. 
j‘What 1 lhall’ novir tranhnit to thee, laan accottut of what 
\has been omitted in my difpatches to the other minifters. 
^’*Elirope is a fidd, fertile in rcbeUiona, tumidts, dif- 
iHrdef^, and unnatural wars. No part of Chriftendom, 
which is not pdluced with treafous, perfidies,-and maf- 
facres; no^omcr undefiled with human blood. The fon 
confpires the death of him who firft gave him his life; 
the brother lays trains to enfnare the partner of his blood, 
the offspring of her that bare himfelf. TTo bond of af- 
feAion, or tie of confanguinity, is of force to reftrain 
thefe infidels from purfuing each other with malice. Net* 
ther ha8*their religion any more influence on their paf- 
fioDB, than the fables of the ^Mcient poets. In public 
and private, all things are governed by intcreft. Thus, 
while every man and every ftate are only biafled by the 
narrow priiKiples of felf-prefervation, they abandon the 
general good of Chriftendom, and expofe it as a {trey to 
tlic next daring invader. 

There is no reafon that wt ifaoidd grieve at this folly 
of the Nazarencs. It is from their impiety and vices, the 
virtue and wifdom of the vidorioos muffidmans receive 
the greater luftre, who are created to difplant thefe un- 
circumcifed, and inffru^l the niftions which they pof- 
fefled in the faith free from blemiih. 

Yet fince the depredations which the«Swedes have 
made in Gcl-many and Deumark, the neighbouring cipwnt 
and ftates, notwithftandiiig their infincerity, have feem- 
ingly'interpofed'their endeavours, to prevent the vmrft 
effeds of a war, fo deftrudivc to the commc»n intereft of 
Chriffendomrf Deputies were fent from all parts to Mun- 
ftei and Ofnaburg, with inflrudions from their Fcfpeo- 
tive fovercigns. '£*hey have fejuamdered away much thne 
in vain overtures of peace \ whilft ^ Swedes daffy get 
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ground oa ^nt fide of the empire^ and the French iHv 
not unfuceefsful on tiie other. 

The enemies of France, lenfible that they cannot re¬ 
duce this crown by open force, have tecoorfe to artifie^.- 
Tfaey endeavour to corrupt her aUics, and xnfinuate^'intO) 
the minds of the United States of the Low Countries^ 
all thofe Rpprehaifions which may fcrvc to improve the 
jealoufy they had already conceiv<^ of the French neigh¬ 
bourhood ; fuggeiling that the Spaniih Netherlands are 
the only bn: which ftops the armies of France from over¬ 
running HoUandy and the reft of the United Provinces. 
In fine, they have prevailed on them to enter into a fe- 
parate alliance, and not to treat in conjunAion v^ith the 
other mintfters at Munfterr 

On the other fide, the French, by their agentain Hol¬ 
land, endeavour to unmaik the artifice of <the Spaniards; 
reprefenting that they have no other ddigii in thefe iii- 
fmuations, but to breed an ill underftanding between this 
crown and the United Provinces, thct fo by their ill of¬ 
fices, in time, things may come to a rupture, and the 
States be deprived of the friendlhip and prote^on of 
Fiance, which alone is able to fupport that common¬ 
wealth againft the pretenfions of their old< enemies, the 
Spaniards. AH Europe is aftonifiied to fee, that not- 
withftanding the utmoft condefeenfions of the French 
court to tonfenee peace,, yet the States, led by thdr ill 
deftiqy, (hould embrace the propoials of Spain. This 
makes a great impreffion on all the minifters aflcmbled at 
Munfter and Ofiixabutg, who now conclude, that the Spa¬ 
niards only feck occafions to perpetuate the war in Eu¬ 
rope ; that whilft the princes of. the empire are engaged 
in a defence'’of their territories^ and the Swedes and 
French are bufied in purfiiing their ‘ccftiquefts, riiey may 
pick a quarrel with t^eir new friends, whom they have 
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deprived of a more powerful protedion, and re.eftaUifh 
^themfclves in the revolted provinces. 

The deputies have had fevend conferences about this 
important affair; and the refult of their counfels is, to 
fblick'the French court to ufe its utmoft power 'to pre« 
vent the ill confeqoences which this iepaxate tra^y will 
bring along«with it. 

It is difeourfed here, that Monfieur de la Tuillerle will 
be recalled from the court of Swedeland'. being efteemed 
the htteft man to diffuade the HoUander^from this new 
alliance ; he having been already employed in feveral ne¬ 
gotiations with the States, and is well verfed In the me¬ 
thods of^reating with that nation. 

This fome judge to be the rcafon of the STeiir Cha- 
nut*8 being fent to Swedeland, that he may relide at 
Stockholm, and continue to a6t there in the ab&nce of 
la Tuilletie. So nice and ddicate is this affair, that all 
France cannot afford another man duly qualified, t6 ma¬ 
nage it with any probability of fuccefs. If he (how not 
more candour in this negodation than he did when he 
was fent to mediate a peace between Sweddand and 
Denmark, he will receive but ilender thaiiKs at his re¬ 
turn ; but if he fucceedsi, it is fatd, that Cardinal Ma- 
zarini has declared, he vrill merit tO' be inllalled in thef 
order of the Holy Spirit. I have formerly ipoke of this 
in one of my letters, as the moft eminent order of knight¬ 
hood in France. 

1 wiih the Chriftlans may ever find difficulties to ob- 
ffruft the mcafares th^ take to efiablifh an univeclkl 
peace, and may continue to amufe and vex one another^ 
till the day of the fcourge. 

Paris, 20th of the zft ^oon, of the Year 1646. 
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XX.-'—7ci the Reis Effendi, Fnncipal Secretary of the 

Ottoman Frnyiri 

It is ndt yet publicly known what deiigns have move*^ 
this court to order a mighty fleet to be fitted out to fea^ 
but it is privately whirpeied, that they will fail to the 
Levant, to alliil; the Venetians againit the Tuiks. 

People difeourfe varioufly, accoiding to the fliength 
or wtaknefs of their reafon; and five days ago an old 
man went to Caidinal Mazarini, pretending to fpeak by 
infpiiation : He told him, that it was in vain to trutt to 
their winged caftles (fo he called the ihips), the multi¬ 
tude of their armies, or in the treafiires of theii^money; 
for a dttilee was figned in Heaven againfi: nil the nations 
in Europe; that the war was begun above, between tlie 
potentates who have the cuflody of kingdoms and em¬ 
pires ; that they (hould fool) fee the banner of the eter¬ 
nal difplayed in the firmament} that the itars fhould fight 
in their courfes againft the wicked^ profclfina of Cliri- 
ftianity; that the IfmaelitLS fliould come out of their 
holes, and fiiould flow down like a tontnt fiom the 
mountains oPthc eaft, overrunning all Chriftendom*; in 
fine, that Germany, France, Italy, and Spain, fhould 
be laid defolate, their beautiful cities facktd, and the 
inhabitauts led into captivity; that the pope, with all his 
priefts, fhould be exterminated; and that all natluua ihculd 
embrace one law. 

They put him in prifon, but he was found walking 
jiext day in the fireets. The keeper chained him in irons, 
but in the xnomiog he was Handing at the gate of the 
prifon, preaching to the people. Some fay he is a che« 
mill, and has*found out the mailer fecret $ others fay, he 
is a prophet; but moft judge him to bb a magician. He 
leant now to have loft his vigour, not being able to re* * 
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leafe himfelf from the chains which faften him to the 
groupd where he h'ea; yet he continues to foretel the 
fain of Chriftendonu. It is .faid he will he feat to Rome, 
there to receive fentepce of the holy father, according to 
his dements. I am no admirer of vidonariesf yet there 
appeaxa fomething extraordinary in the conilancy of this 
man. Time will demonftrate,, whether he be a true or a 
falfe prophet. 

A courier came to this city iaft night from Swede* 
laud, who brings letters firom Monlieur Chanut, which 
fay, that he has received great encoaragcinexit to hope 
for the ihips which he was to boy in Swedeknd. Thou 
haft already heard^ that Monfieiur Is Tiiilleriei ambafta* 
dor from, this crown to Qi^n CbrJftin^ 'was thought 
the only proper toftrument to dilTuade the United States 
of the Low Countries from entering into afeparate treaty 
with Spain i and that therefore Monfieur Chamit was 
fent to refide in kis%ab{eiice at Stockholm, to obferve 
what pafles, and to continue the alliance between the 
two crowns. 

This mtniftcr arrived in SwCdeland the 15 th day of 
the moon of December, in the laft year, where Mon.) 
fieur la Tuillerie had prepared all things ready for a 
fpeedy difpatoh of his negotiation ; having the day be*^ 
fore his arrival made known to that eour^he pleafure of 
the Kin^ of France, and the Queen-R^nt, whofe let¬ 
ters were received by Queen Chriftina with all the marks 
of royal alTe£tidn $ ih^ telling the ambaflador, that {he 
infinitely honoured the perfons of the king and the queen- 
regent ; and that fbe would give them fuch proofs of the. 
integrity of her friendfhip, as would demonf^rate that {he 
was fenflble of her» oHligations to them,' for what they 
'^lad contributed to the good foccefs of her afiairs ;*and 
that there was nothing more dear t<f her, nor more fixed 
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in her refolatton» than to confer?e inviolably th(f league 
that was between them. She farther told the ambafla- 
dors,' that it was with no ordinary complacency ihe *now 
beheld two minifters of Fishide' in hex^ coiuti after fhe. 
had been without any for a lohg time. In fine^ fhe af* 
fared them» that whatfoeWconld be fpared from the 
neceflary defence and fenrice of the kingdom, wh^her 
ihips, arms, or men, fhould not be wanting to the aid 
of the King of France. ^ 

By this thou mayeft perceive,' diat 'though the King 
of France has powerful amfi^ by land, yet he is defec¬ 
tive in naval forcM} or, if he lUMi ihips enough' to de¬ 
fend his own reaM by fea, and to ferve as connys to 
hxB merchants, it concluded, that' foixfe. fcnreign 

^pedition is defigncd, t^ch has put him upon this ex- 
thtordinary method to increafe his fleet. 

1 thought it highly neceflary to acquaint thee with 
this palTi^, that the minifters of thp Porte, auguft and 
ever happy, may confult what mcafures to take with 
this prince, if it be true that he defigns to break the 
league which he made with Sultan Ibrahim four ftm 
ago. There is but little confidence to be repofed in the 
moft folemn oaths of Chriftian monarchs, who hold not 
themfelves obliged to keep faith with thofe whmn they 
efteem infidels^and thou knoweft that is the beft title 
they pan afford the obfervers of the moft pexfe^ law in 
the world. Yet the French, among all tlie nations of 
the Meffias, feem to bear the greateft refpedl to the Ot¬ 
toman empire. But they are iuconftant and changeable, 
which is an argument of infincerity. They are very 
prompt and i^rm in contradling friendihips, and as ready 
to infringe thofe fticred. bonds, on the leaft occafion, 
flfpecially where intejreft and ambition have the afeend-* 
ant. 
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The Venetian refident at this court makes daily vifita 
' to the queen>cegent| and has Sequent conferences -with 
Cardinal Mazaxinu Many couriers pafs between Mun- 
Stockholm, and this city. Yefterday one arrived 
from riie Venetian ambaflador at Munfter, giving an ac¬ 
count that the fecretary of that embafly, whom he had 
fent to Queen Chriftina, was returned with the promife 
of eight ihips of war, lent by that queen to the republic, 
to affift them againft the all-conquering muilulinans. 

It feems as if ' Sweden were become the common arfe- 
' nal of Europe, from which the other kingdoms are fup* 
plied with all the inftrumepts of war. But what is moft- 
obfervable is, that the Venetums obtained not this fa¬ 
vour, without the mediation of the French minifter at 
Stockholm; by which it feems evident, that this court 
has newly entered into a private league with the republic; 
and that they delign to furprife the Ottomans with fcfme 
fudden enterprife by fra. 

I {hall not let a moment efcape which may prefent me 
with the lead: opportunity to difrover what is in the 
hearts of thefe infidels. 

If thou wilt fiivour me with thy inftruftions, 1 Ihall 
make the fafer fteps. God, whofe eye penetrates into aU 
obfeurities, enlighten us with a ray to that wifdom, which.. 
once revealed to his meiTenger the fecret confpiracy of 
the Coreis, when they plotted to deftroy ttc temple built 
without hands. ’ 

Paris, 17th of the ad Moon, of the Year 1646. 


XXL— Yo William Vospel, a Reelufe n/ 

^ * in Aufria, 

I RECEIVED thy letter with abundaii^e of complacency, 
in that it argues the gontinuance of thy friendihip; and 
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that 1 trace therein no footfteps of an angry pen, not- 
withilandlng the liberty I took to defcant on thy man¬ 
ner of life. On the contrary, thpn feiideft me an apo- 
logy, full of meeknefs. Thy reafons have a marvelloui 
force In them ; they feem to fpring from a foul vegete 
and living, yet dead to paffion. Thou almoif perfuadefl 
me to aiffec^ a mom^ic life, which may not unfitly be 
termed a fociable foh'tude. 

I much admire what thou fiiyeft concerning filence, 
and with 1 could praftife that paifive virtue. It Is the 
firft ftep to wifdom, the nurfe of peace, and the guardian 
of virtue* Words do but ruffle and difcompofe the 
mind, betraying the foul to a thoufand vanities. There¬ 
fore Pythagoras'enjoined his difciples five ye^rs filence 
before he adsfitted them to his myfterious phiTofophy* 

But tell me why thou didfi; nbt rather choofe to live In 
a defart remote from men, where thou wouldft have no 
temptation to fpeak, uidefs thou w|rt difpofcd to hold a 
conference with the trees or beafts, or hadit a mind to 
iport thyfelf, and have thy words retorted by mocking 
echoes ? If a reclufe life be thy choice for the fake of 
contemplation, 1 would advife thee to turn hermit. But 
perhaps thou dareft not venture thyfelf among the ia- 
tyrs of the wildernefs, or thou art afraid of the wild 
beafts. As for the firft, they are either the dreams of 
poets, or if there be any fuch beings in reality, they will 
not hurt thee, fince thou voluntarily forfakefi the compa¬ 
ny of mefi, to become a fylvan, as they are. As for the 
latter, I muft confefs 1 cannot difeommend thy fear, theie 
being no fricndfiiip or intelligence common between us 
and the lions, tigers, bears, &c. of the foreft. Yet I can 
tell thee, for thy comfort, tliatbyJong and aifiduons 
prance, the fierceft of thefe creatures have been taughl^ 
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to con?erfe with men, to obey their commands, and to 
* perform the parts of diligent fervants, and faithful friends. 

The wildemefs will afford thee a ftir opportunity of 
ftodying the nature of plants and animals, the varioua 
alterations in the elements, the influence of the winds 
and rains, meteors and exhalations, with many other fe- 
crets which are hid from the greateft part of men, who 
are buried alire in popidous towns and cities, baniflied 
from the familiarity of their mother earth,*iaDd moft of 
her genuine produ<9:s.' 

In the defart, the unforced harmony of birds fhall luU 
thy foul Jin innocent and grateful flumben; the gentle 
winds (hall waft immortad whHpers to thy raviflied ears, 
breathing unutterable founds from paradife. The mur¬ 
muring ffreams warble forth their foft and fweet 
eternal ftories. All fhall Gonf|»re to ferve thy contem¬ 
plation, and to tranfport thy mind with facred ceftafies. 

If after all this thou fhall prefer the monaffic endo- 
fure, follow thy refolution, and be happy. ^ Only remem¬ 
ber, that though thy body be (hut up within thofe walls, 
yet if thy mind ftraggle in vain and worldly thoughts, 
thou art no longer a redufe. Adieu. 

Paris, 25th of the ed Moon, of the Year 1646. 


A 


XXII.— To the Captain Bassa. 

If all be true that^I have reafon to fufped, thou wilt 
rind a warm divertifement^t fea this fpriug. Though 
the Europeans have feemed flow in their preparations to 
aflift the ftate of Venice, fuffering their fepara|e interefts to 
fuperftde the care,of .that republic, yet now they turn 
tdieir eyes thither. Their backwardnefs hitherto isow- 
ing to the fecrecy with wliich our f^e emperor meditat- 
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cd the prefent war. His counfcU were never whifpered 
out of the feragliQi till the fame wiilds traofportcd the 
news which wafted our invincible £eet to the (hore of 
Candf. Now, they bch(dd the ocean covered with the (hips 
of the eadem empire, fear furprifea them $ the princes of 
the Nazarenes tremble $ they look no longer on the re¬ 
public of Venice with the eyes of envy, beraufe of her 
pre-eminence in traffic, but vrith another regard: They 
condder her as the bulwark of Cfiriftendom, the only 
bank which has hitherto ftemmed the tide of the Otto¬ 
man puiiTance, and dopped our vidorlous armies from o- 
verflowing aU Europe. 

I have informed the Reis Effendi of what I knew con- 
.ceming the naval forces which are fitting out in feveral 
parts of the north and wed to aid the Venetidns $ but I 
have not told >lum what the Chriftians fay of thee, nei¬ 
ther am I willing to believe it. They fpeak of thee as 
o£ a man not more difficult to be corrupted than was thy 
predecefTor, who ma ftrangled b/the order of the ful- 
tauefs mother. Tlris cenfure, 1 hope, is an cffeA of their 
impotence { while theydatter themfelves with thf ima¬ 
gination of bribing him, from whofe courage and fortune 
they expcA nothing but defeats. 

They trud much in the force of thy birth and educa- * 
tion, and difeourfe of .a certain magical chamber, impriift- 
ed in thy foul when thou wad. baptized, which they fay, 
is iflj^ble. And they promife themfelves, that thy na¬ 
tive (jhridianity has more influence on thy heart than 
forced circumcifion ; and that thon wilt not fight with 
any zeal againflmen of the fame principle as thofe who 
gave thee ^hy breath. But they confide more in the 
charms of their gold,, with which ^hey defign to bribe 
tbes. In fine, they drink healths to the honed renega- 
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< 60 ; fo they term bim who comnunds the whole fleet of 
the Ottoman empire. 

, ^ I 4o not give credit to thefe calumnies^ having good 
. grounds to boaft of thy integrity. However I counfel 
*thee» by fome extraordinary ferricc to .thy mafter, to give 
rile l|e to thele infldda: And fu|Per |iot that| whi(^ at pre- 
fent may bie but a bare fuipicion^ to be imp^ved, by thy 
negleA qr cowardice^ into a palpable evidencty that thon 
art falfe and peifldious to the fupxeme lord. of.the globe. 

Parii» 6th of the 3d Meoiif o£ the Year 1646. 

i 

A . » 

XXIIl.*-i>7V AnoNAiy a JtWf at Fmee* 

IN^ow thou art fixol, it is time to write to thee. Thou 
haft been a rambler thefe three or four years, and nobody 
knew where .to And thee. 1 have received eleven dif- 
patdies {n>m thee fince thy fii^ departure from Genoa, 
wherein thou haft informed me of many- palftigcB of ftate. 

Now 1 defire thee to fend me fome remarks on the difie- 

% * 

rent ^nature of the people thou haft feen, their various 
cuftoms and laws, with whatibever was worthy obferva* 
tion in thy travels. 

Italy is a fair field, yet produces darnel as well as 
Arholefome corn; it is a beautiful garden, yet bears aco¬ 
nite intermixed with her rofes ; great virtues, and no left 
vices. This region is famous for the wifdom of its inha« 
bitants, and for their proverbs j it is the Arabia of £u« 
rope, in many fenfes, yet much leflened in its renown 
fince the decline of the Roman empire.. The Goths and 
Vandals turned all intg defarts where they came, and 
have left fuch impreifionB of their northern barbarifm be* 
hind them, as made the people they conquered half ftva* 
gC 8 . Hence came the general degay learning and 

3 
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kQ0it7l^d|e<ya F<A«fn p»iti i^teocc^tlM' cormption 
of ai)QieQt,m«nQ^r<K Tbe grca^^tbs noble, «nd tb^; wife, 
bqved updeip the yok(6i'Df tbeir^aew mafterg, karncfl thtir 
fafiiioDap and gloricdtin thaw^ft^me. Xheir esMgpka^Pn. 
fiiieiiced the imlgiK;; debaupbefy berime ax>di0i a»d\aii[^ 
thaatic# Thus* gepetal d^iavatipat «£ priiftiiie vfiUgiaitY 
took plac^ and men becime jnckm by a law. 

Neither has wicjkednafg phtfited only in i^urope; 
the ka covld not dtg)^,tlv$^|iQupdMi^’tnU Afia is iole^o 
cii|ij^aUb, 8Q(^ thtj^Ykc pf ^be e^n- 

plre of ^ boUesen. Thoij^haft feip* all chief 
cities between the Alps and Rhqgi^m^which igitb^ ut» 
mod fmg]^ of 1 ^, |o<‘the foildt I tcfl whether So- 
dpm^coi^ lifiejitipiijihefs} wc wiU 

iipt^e^^l^£vep l^ome t}ie £eat of thp Chri^fhs.ogifti. 
Thefc undurcun^ifed Jiave leanied Q^^thy to, call 

t^e^an^ient infidels; bu^hnd any pf thofe 

Ages the afiomin^tiotis the n^o^em^Nafa- 

repes^ dbey woid^ Jure de^e<}^the ^^ith wdeh produ¬ 
ced no be^ ^l^s. , . 

Adpnai put^io. pra^'ce the ; be 

]pr 4 of th]|^i^, and if ^thon ftumbl^ at the light of the 
muiTulmanAin that of Mufei, but Aun the paths 
of the Chrlfti^s, for they are enveloped in datkoeCs and 
g|^pe at xnid-day*, Lire acqojpli^g to cqifon and tliou 
ihdt be happy.^ ^ Adieu., > 

>tch ol Mton, of the Year 164^. 


• XXlV«-»Ts MviTAf Hi, Berber jAgMi 


HE prefent war of Candy is Ijke to render that ifiand 
as,much the fubjecl of the world’s dikoutA, aa it wa^ 
formerly famous fir being the cradle of Jnpittr. In 
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thofe^days it.waei '£idlBd‘Cirete» .Bl|ick tbcMratei in til* 
writings nf the Greek poets t iHenrardf. ft became n 
province of the *Ro*ta* en^ire^ tken of Grecians, 
next it fiibrnitted t& the Saracens. But m the latee of 
the Chriftinn expeditioos in Pal^ine^ when Baldwin £arl 
of Inlanders was ctowaci emperor of CoflftantitfDplei thii 
iiland came intd Ms poils^on, which he gave to a eer« 
tain valiant coaimander m his artny, a man of a noble 
defcent, of Whom the-Veaetii^ pnrchadiSd it; and ia 
their hands it has coatkmed ever fince# But 'How, in sSk 
probability, it will be the pHse of thofe arms whtoli no¬ 
thing fnblunary ean refift. 

The pofts from Italy and the fea-eoafts <i£ king- 
tlOQi confirm each 'otkefs new8/$ all agreeing, that not- 
withftancfing the litmoft efibiti of the Venetiana and 
Candiots to hitider the relief of Ganea, yet our general 
is got into that haven, wkh vnll quantities of provifibna, 
and a fnfficlent retnlbiB6emcne of men. Ihfey add, that ' 
forty thou&nd of osr fokUers have made' a defeeat ui 
another part of the ^and, have gained the fbrta of Cif* 
temcs; Cohnt, and BicOrno, and were cm their tuaich to¬ 
wards Sadat 'wKh a defigii to bafiege tiiat place. They 
aecufe onr general of barlmrous cruelty, in that he cahfed 
five of the principal noblemen of that kingdom to be 
put to death, becaufe they lehifed to betray thetr coi|ft<- 
try, or enter into the ioterefts of the Giand Signior.^ 

I muft ccmfefis magnificent Aga, fhat wh a teve r .^y 
be fald in commendation of this genefal's polmy and fide¬ 
lity to his mafter, it is no argument of the goodneft of 
kts d^ofition. I rather admire the templ^ of die Duke, 
of Orleans, who, when Graveling was furfimclfidd fi 
him. Juft as he entered the town, was heard to fay thefis' 
whrds, “ Let us endeavour, by generous adions, to wlik 
the hearts of all men, fo may we hope, for a daily vic- 
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IfiriftiR'W'^lhit iicwai^.of 
coiiqttdL to fiibdue men by'meecy an^'iSetneiifdf^im*- - 

trcll Jsn^' the 

tfo»^d^i V!iMid#&idWer to have^bees 

_ /' Il_1 ___I 
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^mmatdleiv aii^iid 
It is not hidiixhn''l9^i a matshlefs 

^Ifim. * ^T£Si MalnlFhrdd'ilef ^a&'into tHe doke’s 

preteadmg tbedUiefs of 
great fednabtli^'dtifce «dl 

'‘li» liyei ^‘w i '** -I'^kno^lby 

Itiqid;. thoii io't^e^' kidif j^y' life; vdiat linvt 

liarie X done thee? jlb is ncmr ip ipy pow^r^, nd^ Wd» 
to have thee pat in pieces bdbft my fycc; but I pardon 

53i«?rg«ilhy^v^^^ 

ITic aftoniHi* 

,dl at the ezeellent natuti^ of tUs prince, Mon his kne^ 

dmido^d'tiim; and hav- 
ihg 4e* 

partedn6ti^'>!iiken"dfhitnf undvifear- 
*21% tb huhfdf iniso the ^srviee 

cd^‘the'*Span^rH!h%;' It his fortune' afteromaids to 
rd^ndtdr Ihe IDuMt^'Of 'Orleihi^iir^ aM^ in FhiiideTi. 


The duke, at thatkift^’t^ ^ep|>l%flEed with a crowd 
of ^eli^nt'ii^^xTouiSied.luin, aUd iu< 4 he ednfli^ he 
1dft1ia‘tiWo^''^%Hic^: this geit^ perceivings nimbly 
ftep^Md to hsn,' ^abd delHdffed^ne into' die doke’akand^ 
ifiiymg withal, J}W^«ap 4 he fririt^of thy -fewncr de- 
mei^y^;' ** I^oii ga^fe ttvemy life, now I put thee iato^t 
-dtpacity to defend thy own " 'R^c pHnee, l>y this nteans, 
id^ngth e&^ed the danger he was' in $ and that day 
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Abe finrume qF war 9V9# #4^ ^trcnoh h44- « 

coniidcnd^ vi^rf* * / i , . 

Thou ieeft by tbabher^ bm^iSvmetbiDg 

divine in them^ and atAoe^ tbe iaitoura of Ij^iearc^ No 
nian ever was a 2ofcr by good works ; for though ^ 
Bot.prefim^y rewaided» vyet in trad of tune fome haj^y 
emergency or other argcs to cunviace him« Tbi^t vir¬ 
tuous men are the darlings of pcovidenoe**’ ^ , . 

ThouL that art near the peiion of the Gnund S^iuor^ 

mayeft find an of^^uaity to relate .this ftpry to hini 

which may mske no unprofitable impte^^on Qn hi* mind. 

'PiiiMsesiQFer* ftand in need of faithliil monitors. 

Adieui ^reatminifter^.and fiivqorMfhmut with t& 

continuance of thy protedioR and ftiendibip* 

« 

IPariS, iyth of dte MooB| of the Year sfiift. 


* t » 

XXV.w7o«Kas8VF9 

I .aaoBiyan thy letterTas an aigument of ^ comtiatt- 
once of that Irisadihip whiah was between os^ when we 
lived together in the £erag^. JSiince t^iat^thpi^ dm 
I have been, employed abroadi ip difoept Xervices catr 
augofi emperor^ who has now rewarded^ thy .fidelity vdth 
aoommand^ wbh4<» if it,be not adequate to thyipi^» 
iiriieverthfllefs agremdde to thy wiihss. % 

I congratulate thy honour* and widifthtt agi;adndlv^ 
creafe of it; for fudden and violent^leaps are dangerous* 
But our glorious fuhsn difeovers Ids abilities in nothing 
more enantently* than in adapting placea of .truft to the 
defeats and capacities of< his faithful flaves % fo that if hh 
fhoHU in time thin]| fit to exalt thee to the higheft dig^- 
aity in the ftate* we might* from the choice of fo wife 
a prince* prefage thee a better foitufie than befcl one of 
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thy namCf m the reign^of ^tan Adimct 111. who fit>m 
a Have fold in the market f(>r three fequinsy was adv^dced 
to anhOBOvlr too weighty for his'^yirfeUiBy beings made 
Vifier Aeem, and lord, of the moih deliOtoos prormcesJh 
4Mia$ but being ^ambitious of abfolute (bvercignty, 
{dotted treafoa againft his mafter^ whidb being difedTer- 
od, the fatal firm was %iied» and sU ■ lus defigna were 
fttfied adth.a bow<4rH»g*:, : ^ • 

By this thou mayeft compreheiid> how neceflary it is 
fbe,prmces,not to overload Uny man with dignities be¬ 
yond t&e proportion "pf his. hamiUty and faithfulnefs. Yet 
rewards well placed, give new vigour to the endeavours of 
a^'llave ; virhei^ai, when good iervices are flighted,' it does 
hutr quench the ardour with which tliey were perfe^med. 

rinen;,are fo fpiiituah.:^ to do great and ihcioic 
thingSi sfiarcly for^the fake of internal complaceiicy; and 
y. doijibt notbiU<'thc Dcqii themfelvci^ in fo ^freely facri- 
fipiog l^air4ivesfor their count^t-l^d regard .io humaii 
||)pry,t jSmi Saoedi, would ^ke for the mofi 

mfntifiad ^9}!!^, tjwf, aga,. by hjs^ witlings, yat is con- 
eclred to Juwe found'.moFe'encii^ragement’in. the trea- 
Cut^of gqld* whifi|i Nervi’s bounty, had filled his 
thnn in ^ his morals* ^f which he had fuch 
fined fentiments and elegant exprefiions. - m - x 
. ijjWhatl have thou JI»il,vifildoipe^ to apply 
ilQi^yjalf* wi|hi^ being .vaia-glonous: Let thofe whom 
th^vx^a|S|doye||. i%|uiy meritorious fervices, and who dif- 
charge their truft well, be encouraged with the fame 
^Tppottions of .^bounty. , Munificence will not .only add 
to thy glory, &it alio advance thy intereft, fince thou 
wilt ever hare occafion for thy flaves $ and he who has 
once bailed thy IQ^erality, as a reward for any eminent 
performance, had he no other motive than the plcafure 
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•f renewing fo profititble an c^&periment^ will fireely hazitrd 
^ ait b*fe to Serve tliee in an extremity. 

This method thou wilt find of no final! ufe to thee in 
the wars to which thou art going, where it will >be ne- 
cdTary for thee to recompenfe the lead fingular braveiy 
of the meanjeft foldier, not only with applaufe, but with 
fome preferment in the army. 7his will not orfly prove 
a fpur to others, but even to the perfon fo rewarded, and 
put him upon new efforts of courage^ to attract the eyes 
of his xnimificeiit general. This will be the way for thee» 
in time, to have an army compofbd all of captains, or 
men qnalefiod for fuch. ^ 

Yet let not this dimtniih the feverity of that dilcipb'nc, 
which is jrequifite to retain a profperoua army in their 
obedience. I counfel thee to be ftrlft in requiring the 
leaft inilitaTy duty, and induftiious in performing thy 
own part, which will be an example to the reft $ yec ra* 
ther be forward to Icfd in labours than in dangers, in re-^ 
gard thou wih be more ierviceable in a baide) by thy 
counfels and orders^ than by perfondly entering the edittb 
bat. In all things, prefer the welfare of the Ottoman 
empire, to whatfoever elfe is medt dear to thee, even td 
thy own honour, which yrt ought to be dearer to'tfiee 
than thy life. 

if thou thinkeft t have taken too much liberty tO hd* 
vife thee, accufe thyfelf for having honoured me with 
thy fnendfhip, which admits of no referres in cortvetfal 
lion. 

Paris, 7 th nf the 4th Moon, of the Year 1646. 
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XXyl>—SjllMACHASt. 

Iihit A Tftft di£i|>pomtmeM to tSie Venttiaits, that out* 
g^ifiifral ih CtMf Has & opportunely revf&uaSed Candl * 
attd hicteafed tbt gkrrifoii there. Morofihi it blamed for 
tldt by tbofe that tnAi him no good. What will not envy 
fuggefty when ft btholda a maitf dft the top of honour i 
Thu genehrly to give an cncefty hit diio, it a man of fpi* 
rit and true fortitude; Neither cottiting nor ibuoning 
dangert in the fervict of hu obuntxyy hut when once en* 
ga^ed in pcrila iot that catufcy he it frarleft at a lion. If 
he hat not hkherto had occaiion to give the ftate fb def* 
perate a probf of his loyalty, aa once did the Roman 
Cnrtiut (adi^ bravely gaiHoped into the bottomkrt <duifiii 
40 pacify their angry gods), yet he hat often* detnon- 
ilratcdy that hia courage and fidelity come not fiioft> of*^ 
the andent heroes. In a word, he has done too much 
for the republic of Venice, to efcape the fyleenof other 
Codecs. All muft be gdienfis, or the war will not^ 
profyer* £adh tHaif*s ambition dx£btdi thia to die ftate, 
that a man couduA wordd fbon expd the Turks emt 
df that ifiand; tht% in hu conceit, laying a train fbf hit 
own ][>iwmetiOtt. 

Wduldeft thou know Moroftni’s crime, thsft exekes aft 
this |>affion f To fpedt tlie truth, it was an orerfight ad- 
WftMgeoua to thie Ottomaae. He pu4 out with his'whole 
ftdfit*^o fea, attd left the port of Cariea open, by which 
ideant, three of our fhipS got in with plenty of prdti- 
fiont $ fo that the town is^now in a condickm to fuftain a 
kmg fi^ge, tod the VbiAiant dbfpah of fecownib^ 
it; yet MOaofini has made fo pttofible an apology, that 
the fenate have am|intted hun, not judging it confifiant 
either with juftice or their intereft, to fnffer one mifean- 
riage, the eficA of h fair intention, to outweigh hit nu- 



inerous merits aiul fcrviees hr of his thue 

• .fuddenly abandonug^fhe of thatliaveDy was to 

chafe fome of our TiilfehKtheil 

•f; and the taking a£ ^b^de; oua hqs!^ pf i^rblc^ 
were abundance ^f ihnres, jutt^eid^-i|}ic fauj^jtl^e tru^ 
of his preteo^av* HQ!,weverj„t)i^ «raptiaj|[ fiicibj 
as &y, he h4d a private oonce^ondcno^ Y^th.opr 
ral; others^ that the ptefeiit.gavcfpQr,c^ Canefi^iad 
mcrly taken captive at fea a icat of Morofi(p.*Sa 'S'V^unp ^ 
now offeied to reftore^ la caGi; he would? withdraw h^ 

* ih^s from before the haven foc^ few 4ay8.,, I ki^ow 
how fin* this may be credited; t it ia a QPtaip truth^ 
that Morafim has his fon agaia, and he 4n$:fided hinrildf^ 
by pleadings that he redeemed hti% by eachaoging a Ma» 
hometan captive of equal quality^ whom he luid aboard 
has fblp. 

And thou knowefi^ that this maimer of b^er i| Jbwv 
fid hi uMr* Adonai jhe Jew fends me this intelHgeocet 
and I dare bcHeve him; fan fince the taftruAions I fei^^ 
him to GenoBf he has. taken caife to alcertain hiareports* 
1 wtih it were as true that Moroihd could be prevailed 
on to acc^ the frienddiips of the Sublime Porters bu^^ 
the charader of that general gives me no enpouiagen^fH]^^ 
to hope for ib fortunate a tteachery from hit ihepre 

r . Hi 

However, I will hope apd bdievi^ S|ia^»the^ eterimtf|||* 
tron of true believers, w>4(give fuch ^ bappy iflue 
Ottomdii aims in Candy, and all other parts, aB>{ha]l,d^ 
pole the Naxarenes that remain pncopquened, to honour 
HIM whom they have hitherto dcfpifed endrbU^hpme^ 
even the pmphet, who oould^neither prrite npr rea^i 

pArisj 7 th of the 4th»Mdon, of (he Tear tS^i. 
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^XiCvlL^T<?CAR,A HALtf^P^aattf at ConpanimpUo 

_ ' ( j>‘' -1 ‘ j ^ 

. Tui^'time jof year is now eome, wtierein the earth 
Giants hef^nfifk tint, And nature calls forth the hidden 
that clement, to grace the world* with an in¬ 
finite van^ of‘|Fleaiii^ forms and colours. The eye i& 
.‘ioftin fudiAi crowd of didierent beauties, and every ienfe 
«iM «aciihe^‘with delightfcd o1:je£ts. The y^oung' men and 
airgins thripng^the fields,'to' behold the refurredion of 
/^wers and herbs; and the old feel new vigour fpringing 
otn^their bodies, an tlmiigh t^ey had been in Medea’s catil-" 
dron. Even Mahinut himfelf, who has drooped all tBe 
'^lainter, now begins 'to lift up his head, and partake in the 
Yconimon''reftafuratidn'of aH things. ' - ' ^ 

Jf I am capabfe of guclHng at the occafion of my frc- 
'-^uent ficknefs, 1 believe it may i^filrt be attributed to 
the want of'frefti air in the place I lodge. "There 
vaft< difference between the ftreets of Paris and thofe 
Wf'ConftantidOple. T fecm to myfdf to be buried ahVe 
^Sd this cloft city, > wfaeri?' my chamber window affords me 
ItWfiirther pxedpeA than I Can fpit; whereas,! in Conftani> 
Cinoplc the gardens are'fo intermixed with houfes, that'it 
^^iooks like a city in the midft of a foreft, and by the ad¬ 
vantage of its fituaiiofl,' is always refrelhed with breezes 
from the fea. 

i -Befides the 'impurity of 'thofe infidels, who empty all 
'^uiir fihh in the-ilreets, fa tluk the dirt of Paris may be 
jlabslt'fotne miles off, the unctetonefs of their diet contrl- 
'bUtei^ln no finall meaftirc' ^td^^my dillempcr, bcirtg.forccd 
dither to feed on flefii with tlie blood in it, or ijvC^ oil 
herbs. Thfy laugh at the nicencfs of the muflidmana, 
who will eat no meat that was knocked down or ftran- 
gl^d. They fecm to be greedy of blood, faving it in vef- 
fels', and, mixing it with flour of wheur, make a certain 
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bread thereof, which they devour without ^the iUaft 
fqueamininefs. A true believer would tremble at the 
light of fuch impiety. I tell thee it it hnpoffible to live 
among them, and not be polluted: They have no me¬ 
thods^ of purification ; they wallow aqd hug themfchres 
in theii unclcannefs; they are worfe than the beafia* 

Now thc’fpring has provided a new banquet, wherein 
there is no impurity, I am refolved to lire like a muiTul* 
man, and conform to the precepts of our holy Lawgiver, 
who, when he beholds zeal and abf^inence, will fend 
the angel of health from his paradife to repair my decay* 
ed conflitution. 

The French pliQofophcrs are bvfied in an inquifition 
after certain kinds of biids, which, from the fecond day 
of this moon, they fay are not to be found in the whole 
luiigdom, though the woods and fields were full of them 
during the winter. Some are* of opinion, that they fiy 
to the moon ; alTerting, that if their wings will but car* 
ry tliem be) ond the *magoetic force of the earth, it will 
be no pain to glufe through the upper aiiy region till 
they arri\e within the attractive energy of that phmet» 
where they will naturally feck reft. Others, with nuffe 
probability, (ay, that theie birds take their flight to Amo 
other region on earth, whofe climate ia more agreeable to 
their nature, at this time of year. 

1 wifh 1 could as eafily once a>yeaar take my flight to 
Conftantinople, where my heart is winter and fumnaer* 
Adieu, dear Hali, and pity Mahmut, who counts bimfelf 
unhappy in nothing fo much as in being ablent frcHia his 
friends* 

Paris, 7th of the 4th Mhoa, of the Year i64<!’. 
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XXVllLf—To the Tefti kqIr! *or^ord-ituafurtr/ 

It*' iqptnfBts thsd France Itea ■fc*me extraordinary^ defigid' 
^ by4ba« When and where it wHl be put in executton i» 
ntift yet known; but the vaft preparationa that are nak^ 
in^ feem to thretteu Ibme foreign invafion rather tiiatr a 
naival combat: It looks as if tliey had an expedition in 
hind gtaater'^han that of Xerxesi to make a bridge 
over the octai^ «hd jdiii the feparated parts of the world 
together/ New^aifenfaJs are built in federal maritime 
towns, and all the foreRs are cist down to Rll them with 


tisfdser for fhipt of tvar; the mountains are left naked of 
Vbrdes, and the itately woods are tranfplanted into the ha- 
tPens. An inRnite number of men are employed in mak* 
mg condage, chains^ belletSi anchors, ordnance^ and all 
other necefikries belonging to a navy, 

This* is Cardinal Mazarihi’s prci^£I, under pretence of 
fetdng the poor of the kingdom nt wo^> and dUburdciio 
idg the comtnuBwealds of Vagahotids and idle perfons.^ 
Bbt IffidirM is not pbeed here to hh amufed with Rate* 
umbfUgeifc It H$ evident that this miniRer deRgns to 
tender his roaftti! formidable on both elements. Agents 
wfent to hay Riips in all parts; and the very pea%tts 
are fiorced from the vineyards and fields to man the great- 
sft Rest that ever this kingdom fitted out'to fea* 

moon ihi Sieur de 'wai fent to alUR Mon- 

fimm Chnnut in purGh2ding veReU in Swedcland* It feemii^ 
tlfahe had been feme demmrs in his negotiation} to re- 
idord'lvikich this latter was fept with frdh inRrodtioast^' 
Bid Mreifieur Chiintd f^e£ted Kim; and tdn vdaya- ^gu 
dfene ii ekprefs firditi that minifter, deRring thal; « more 
dVilcagtte inS^tJho firet^^him, iannegaird he 
id^d 'it diffiduk tO'tt^t fuireeiifoiry with js people too 

mR<Rl'elatodfWit^4<atiktodtdaork^^ , ’ 

n 
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Upon thin the comt have fcnt a eouner to Stockhohn* 
'Vtth new ovders^ wherehy he is forbid to make any far* 

* tiler overtnresf 20 Older to the orH^innance of the league ^ 
between'thofe two crowns ( that France may iu|t always, 
appear in a foppliant pofture^ whilft the Swedes focaok 
carelefs to epnierve a firiendihip wh«di they themfelfes firft 
coveted* > 

ThcTcmifonderftandings may in a (hort time proceed 
to a greater alienation, and in the end to an open lup^; 
ture; which has the mofft pnobability, in that General 
Koningfmaiik. lately fkopped fome French troops in thek 
march, ander pretence oiP feeing their psdTports, but real¬ 
ly, as it is thought, to corrupt the foldiers, and withdraw 
tham hom the fidelity they owe their foveieign* 

This it highly refented here $ and they begin to difir" 
cDurfe of making peace with Germany. 

What the ifiue o£ thefe things will be u yet in t)ie 
dark $ but God, from whofe throne hangs the cliaih of 
deftioy, which relchef to the centre of the eaith, wfll, I 
hope, fo dtfpofe of all human events, that the quarrels oj&« 
the Naaasenes ihalh minifter occafion to thi; Oiman%f^Ox 
ineneaiie the territories ofiour puillhnt emperor. 

PMi, ift ofthe 5th Moon, of the Veer 1646. 


XXIX'^To Natham Ban Saddi, a Jtw m FuHttan 

X CAM NOT but highly applapd the irefolutioo thou hfiQui 
tsken, as thjft letter intimates, Ao inquise into the gi^nnda* 
of jbhft rdigioa thou art of. This that thoy^ fet* 
te&< a valitw on thy^sreafixsi and thiidtieft thyielf beyonil./ 
the pupillage o£ a child} that thoo e^eenMtft thyfcjf, 
yw»to make adiofco*o£ 4ky ieligiqp» smliioit to t;;^ 
it upon the base credit of thy forefot^rs* It k 

n 6 
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doit «itdr mtiy'be traditional as iineil«aff truth $ imd the 
Pagflbliddktere pleaded a greatenondquity for the altaiv 
io£ l&Ksr<godst than could the fdlowen of Mofes fbr the 
temple of Jeruiidem> the tabernacle m the defart, or for 
the promulgation of the law itfdf on Mount Sinai<; 
dnce there was fcarce a region on the continenit which 
had not eftabhlhed rites and ceremonies of worihip long 
before Mofes, or even Jacob, the great father of the 
Ifniehtes, were bora* 

Amongil the reft of the nations, Arabia, my native 
country, was peculiarly blefled with the footfteps of the 
itluftiious Ibrahim, gp^dfether to Kirael, from whom the 
Jews defcend. In this happy country that renowned 
*prophet fojourned, converfed with angels, and, with the 
imajefty which cannot be uttered, he preached ■the unity 
of the divine eiTence, converted tlie people from their 
idolatry, built an oratory at Mecca, and was taken up in^ 
to Plaradlfe* 

Ifinae), his eldeft fon, and heir oP his fadier’s fpiiit, as 
*f>f his territoiies, trod in the footfteps of the afiumpt of 
God. He brake down the idols, aflerted one Ood, the 
tefurreddon, the day of judgment, the joys of paradife, 
’^Ukd the tonaents of hell. His ofispring multiplied, and 
^peopled all the eaft; the princes of this holy line fubdued 
the infidel nations, and rooted themfehres in the moft ier* 
tile regions of Afia, profeffiog themfelves muftulmans, or 
true* believers. Thus palTed the light of God from the 
fkce of Ibrahim to hispofterity, by fucceflive generations, 
till at length it refted on the face of Mahomet, our holy 
lawgiver, and was increafed wirii admirable ipkndoiir by 
rim frequent vifits of the angel Gabriel. He took the 
Toht^of evil out of the prophet’s heart, brought him 
fto^ the Akoran irom Heaven, anil gave him ridoiy 
atadhofioort caftedchim by a new name, THJ£ SEAL 
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• « 

iTH£’ ;FRCkB£^1£3i|ii«dmed htin to th^ Ahvott^e 
«f Ood». through of denb. that wasted held# 

'the moon tb deftroy' hiih^ and fiaaUyviiiadeystfepulchre 
glorious, and reforted to by the believers'' of. adl natiofM 
on the earth. •. • j " : • * 

^ ’ 1 fend thee this abftrad of the muffolnuin hiftoryt^tto 
the end thou mayeft fee what preteefions the children 
Ifmael have to the true law, which you of the pc^erity 
of Ifaac would monopolize to yonrfel^ii as if 
had not fent prophets to>tt]l nations, to lead them into 
the right way, and not into the way bf infidds. Nev^i* 
thelefs, take not thefe things on my credit, but exainilne 
.the records of thy own nation, and the hiftqry of patt 
thnesu Weigh all things in- the balaiice ; confult thy^ 
reafon, which is an indeficient light to thofe who tbllow 
it. Your law was once pure and uncorrupted ; hut ^iii 
time the devil iofeited many errors: He feduoed yout.fa¬ 
thers ; they returned upon their fteps, and fell bac^ into 
idolatry. Then God raifed up theiMeihas, to reform all 
thmgs; but-Him ye njededt ahdwheo he vfdA taken up 
into paradife, ye reportad, <<..That he was, hanged-oj| a 
treCk” In this the Nazarenes are yqur fools, and -fight 
.againfi tbemfelvcs; ,whilfi they afiert, as you do,^^^he 
who is immortal and triumphant among the hjUn^fedfita^ 
twe«ly*four th<mjhiid<prophetSf was crucified 
tWA thievesthushrmglMg a reproach on- the appfil^.of 
God, and on their own faith, in hdieting things ipqo^ 
^ent with the* goodnefs and power of the djvine ma- 
jefty. WitliQUtidoubt, Jefus the. Son of hlaij,fis.a- 
fcendedihiody ta}fi.fiml into paradife $ whof.whil&^he, 

•on earth, «*jWoiihiponcGod, youir Lurd,an4?W^' 
f IL.e£ meoD^feent importunate:or faroiddeSiniw. -,.1 
moi to circumvent .*thy. reafon, bnt,^to dire^^lt.; • 
£»eatiin» before, thou change oneg. i will f 
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iie tb«i^i»toher thoa^haft e?ev fepik aof writings qom« 
p awblc to lMe-Alcomn.; The’insj«Ay of the ftyle fpeaka 
iMiligive.lMihian ongioal; it is exempt from contradict 
tion from tkcfbeginauig to the end; it confini».th|ttO]{d 
ISi^tiienty whiebi dioo: belicYeft; it.iraU over clothed 
witi^ltghts doubtleft it it mother'thmt a tianfcript dl 
the'book wiiticn< in/Heaven. 

If alter aU thy fearch thou (halt determine otherwiTct 
fefiaw thou thy laor, and IwilHplJow mine. We botk 
wor(h^ one God, Lord of the univerfe. 

^rh, zotk of the 5th Mbo^, of ike Tear i646i' 


. XKX.-^To the fame. 

Lit not the feer of difplearing th(^ of thy nation hin- 
dev/thee from embraci^ the truth. * God- (hall protedb, 
ihee fkom^the mdice of' unb^evm.^*! Thy iutereft i» 
viddy gi«^.among tha miifluhaanns our attgaA es^Muror 
wiA'ahgment both 4lmi[md thy. Honouri. Take hidd'of 
the ftronge^kuot, and adhere not to Tagot. The c]eiii» 
lfaiblhm&d<,dntieBoy of tha mudiiliRBinBi may dtofy 
aikichhtf esceeda that^of the J«v^ and yet^ia void^ol 
ibpefAftioii: We only obey' the*fincoEe 'diftatea of na» 
tiir^ which-teach u% that fo iong aa the foul dweUa ha 
tbit aaniion of Belh, it partakes of bodily pcEutions. It 
as^tia a^id thelb Wtt abftidn from certain meats and dibiks, 
which cannot be toucfaed' wiihottt contammatioo. To 
^ emit do wc dbfetve that foperlative mcenda in our 
wdAftittii aiad puri&aticmB^ whk^^ difbriminati^ ol. 
ad'tirwdcldbSifide.' l)oubtlefii» o^lawrh'bua thalsw^v 
^ Ifbfes,'adt^ 
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Wnti^ioften to ttie, OTidH^iftevor may prevailr 

on thee not to change thf religion, let 00 * argcimentt.^ 
'tempt thee to fwewe from thy fidelity to the fbVcreigD of' 
forereigns on earth, the Grand Signior, in i^hofe veiao' 
rims the moft exalted blood the human ttioe/ 

Here n a report in this city, that the Eie^or d Biltal^ 
denburg will' demand the Queen of Sweden in marrkiga^ 
Let me know if it be true, that 1 may inform the miniw) 
ftera of the lofty Porte, from whom nothing ought to 
be concealed that occur! of moment betwixt the twoi 
Poles. 

Inform me alfo i>vhat paffea remarkable ia the affembly 
of the deputies at Munfter, and whetlier it be true, that 
the Dtmube has lately overflowed its banks, and carried 
away fout hundred houfes in its rapid courfe. 

Such ftories are told here, by thofc yv ho know not how 
to pafs away their time, but in heaikening after foreign 
news, to ftimifli* themfelves with matter to amufe the «€•» 
dttkms, and beget adbiiration of tlidr iotelligcsice. < 
f hare fent thee a watch of my making; if tlioii 
cepteft if with good wiH, it is a fufficient acknowkdgv 
metot. < 

May God, whofe prefeoce fills the univarie, diihble u 
huAfelf to thee, in the way of falvation, and onnfinueitis* 
breathe good motions into thy foul. 

Paris, xoth of the 5th Moon, of the Year 1646. 


XXXI.'^To the J^iMACRAM. 

Aooxai the Jew has much improve^ himielf in 
pi 9 grd^ tbaougli Italy. He is growii a 
man, having foiind*ou{ tlie way to jfsuctrateinto/ecre^St« 
and to difpatch buiincfii without :\py noife^ 





88 


L£T*3tellS WWTTEIf BY 






^ •**A ^ 


Vol. IIL 




prove wy (erviceable at Veuicci during the proTent war 
0t acquaintance lii that eity '^ives him "ac- 

ti.\' cabals of the fenatofs, wKo fpare not, ovet 
their wihc,^ to whirpcr the counfels of the ftatc, and to 
oetcant upon tKe mcafurcs toat are taken to defend the 
repvihiic agamft ihe invincible prowefs of the Ottoman 
allies. ' ' ' 

48 publicly known, that they have fent anibanTadors 
to the crown of Mbfeovy,' that of Poland and to the 
(ipfiacs, inviting them to enter into a league agaiuH the 
6rand Signior. l^ut few are acquainted with the pri¬ 
vate treaty they are making with the bafla of Aleppo. 
We owe this difcovei^ to the diligence and wit of flu's 
fbn of Ifrael. lie has drawn the fecret from the mouths 
of fevcral eminent counfcllors of ftate ; and afliu'es me, 
tpVthd fenate have made fuch propofals to the gover- 
W cannot fail 6f inducing him to revolt. 

This may prOve of HI confcquence, if not timery pre- 
vw^d^dhe pbimicious example' of this baifa, may in< 
'6fh<^‘'to tread in his fteps, efpecially his neighbours 
df^Siiilbh ahd Dah^euii^ who have for a long time me- 
dfCated a'foveteigVty, independent of the throhe which 
fir1^^»efta'ffifli^them in thofe charges. Beride8,..the fihgle 
follies of this baflh wiU be hble to give a powerful diver- 
fidn to^jChe arms of the empire already engaged in Candy, 
Daknathi, and other parts, by fea and land. He fays, 
the Venetians Q>cak much in praife of this bafla's juftice, 
wfeW they relate 'many examples $ among the reft, a 
certain cook among the Franks of that city, was accufed 
0£ drefling and feUing putrified flefh, whereby many that 
ci^‘thereof were infeded with the plague. Complaint 
b'em^made at this to the bafla, he fends for the cook 
aB4 exstmmes’^him about it j lie relied, that he fold none 
hoft^good sjihd wholei^me meati for if it hapjjnenedi that 
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at any time he forced to kw any flefe in kia iMuie 
ajbove t^ree days, he fo feafoned i^with ijpices and hfrht}, 
as made it very lavouiy, and without any ill feenh,^ 
jThe bana not having patience to hear aay more ^^thi* 
r.:tid apology, comnnaiided his arms and legs to cut^ 
off, andtheyeins to be feared up; ordering, that d^- 
ing the fhort time he had to live, he fliou}d have no o^er 
food but what was made of his owa limbs. 


_ %■ f 

They relate one more ^paffage, of <9 complaint thnt 
was made by a peafaiit, whofc daughter this bafla’s only 
fon had rayiflied. The balla compelled him to marry her^. 


with this charge, << Let me hear no more complaints of 

thee, unlcfs thou art refoivcd.to leave jne without a 

fon.” ^ I , ,v 

• - * ^ 

It j^s reported here, that the King of Ferfia has made 


a peace with the Great Mogul, and that they will bot^ 
turn their forces agaii^ our auguil emperor. . 1,. 

Here is idfo a courier arrived from .MarfeiQes,. who 

t i • .L ^ 

briogs new$ of the rey<^lt of Cayim $ the inhahitantspf 
that place having (h^en off the obe^nce tf^ey p^e 
the fultan, and put themfelves under the protection cf 
the Venetians; and that General Grim^ni has taheu four, 
{hips of Ragufa, laden with ammunition for pur 
He adds alfo, that Morofini has thirty fmall veffeh, be* 
iidcs galleys, under the very walls of the Dardanelles. 1 
long ago fuggefttd to the Vifier Azem, that the weak- 
nefspf thefc* cattles would one time, or other <encouiag^ 
the Chrittians to perform fomc notable exploit in the 
Hellerpunt. But Mahmut’s counfel was not regar 4 e^ 
Now the eyent juttifies my adviccj; the Porte wfll confult^ 
the fecurity of that avenue. I wjih they do not prac-^ 
tife the Trojan wifeV^mv The Venetians hav^ a poWeir^ 
fel flee,t: If they block up the Hcltefpont, and hindeir 
our flitps from failing into the Afchipclago, and^'^he 
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In the ineaii while, cover tiie Black Sea witii 
thctr barks^ committihg a thoa&itd 'piracies and ravages,, 
what will become of the imperial city ? Whenee will they 
provide fuftcnance for fo many millions of peoj^le as in¬ 
habit that city, and the parts adjacent ? 

Thefe things are worthy of confideration $ and thoa 
who haft the care of that capital feat of the Ottoman ’ 
empire, wilt not blame Mahmut jEbr putting thee in mind 
of the danger whidi threatens even the feraglio itfelf at 
this junfture. However, I have done my duty, (age mi- 
nifter, and refer the reft to thy wifdom. My letters are 
all regiftered; and if affiiirs fhould fucceed ill, *t will be 
manifefted, that Mahmut, who watches night and day to 
ferve the great mafter of the world, has not been want¬ 
ing to give timely notice of what might be advantageous 
to the monarchy of the true faithful. 

Thou, who art cckhrated for thy juftice and probity, 
jMWdon the liberty vdiieh my zeaV for thy mafter and 
nine renders worthy of excufe^ 

' PSr^ xpth of the 5th Moon, of the Year 1646. 


BOOK 11. 

ItBTTKR I.—To the Magnlfiunt and Ilhifiriow 
VisuR Azlm, at the Porte. 

OsMHi the dwarf, whom I formerly mentioned, re- 
asains ftoft in the court, and continues his good offices in 
eofamunicating to me fuch paftages as come to his know- 
Icc^e. He has a fubtle wit, and bears no hearty love ts 
the Ckriftians, thoi%h he be one himfelf in profeffion. 
3 







■ ^ « 

aitd ttialb^ msi wi^iliu feoivtfc-;* 
^Ooe^aT'bc confki6e4 mby evident «ircu»fts^nce6,vtl^«t'- 
Cffdinal Masuirim was proje&iag tagWc iboK) ^cret and 
fudden blow to the OttoAma empire^ for wh^' QfAiin', 
feema to be concerned by a natotaliQcliiiatloo^ beings as« 
1 told theCf binrn of Mahometan parents; he was nueafy, 
tiU he had acquainted me with his apprehendons j and 
gave him fuch inftFudions aa I thought moft proper on. 
this oceaTion. I fet my thoughts on the tack* to prc«^ 
vent ib dire a mlTdiief) and having premeditated well on 
this affiur» 1 pitched on a courie which would at once 
clear me the cardmal’s fufpicioni and by- Xceimng, 
to>iiKrour his dedgnsj would abfolutd^ overthrow them*- 
I went to Inm boldly one and betog admitted to his 
clofety I tlius addreffed that politician: 

<< Thsub are now nine years dapCed» great miaiftery 
iinoe 1 fird breathed air France^ during bU which 
time I have not only (hared in common with the natives^ 
the benefits which have accrued to this noble kingdetn^ 
under the aufpicious miniftry of Cardinal Richlieu, and 
his no lefs eminent fucceffor, but have alfo received many 
particular honours from that' ilhiftrious prince of the 
churchy to which your eminence has been pleafed to 
make fome undeferved additions. It is to you both 1 
owe the charader which introdu<*ed me into the ac¬ 
quaintance and favour of the nobility* who on that fifore 
have thought me worthy to inftruA their children in ‘*4 
Greek and Arabic tongues, have vouchfafed to admit me 
to'their fitl4 and to encourage me with riiehopes of findL^ 
ing a comfortable repofe in the bofom of |be Galb'caa.^ 
cliurdi^ after a tedious peregrination from my ow«r 
country. 

When I reflet on aU the accifbiulated blefiinfarX^ 



9a isEtrmLt WRfMEv bt ; 

uaAtr the protcAion of youi^ eminence^'^ bki&dgft 
eqrally tranfcending my ambition as they do my meritsj 
Ivapply all my ft tidies, to find out fome acceptable way 
flf acknowledgment to my gracious benisfa^or: And bci^ 
caufe nothing can be more welcome to the guardian of 
France, than the means of advancing the public good of 
tijte kingdom committed.to his care, I sow prefame, as 
a< teftimony of my gratitude, to propofe to your emi- 
sieuce fome fpecidations, which, if put in execution, will, 
in my judgment, not only render France the moft for* 
midable and abfolute mo^chy on earth, but alfo the 
• whole Gaitjidjc world in eternal obligations tocher, and 
give juft reafon to change the ftyle of his Moft Cbrifyan 
Majefty, from Eldeft fon of the Church, to that of Fa* 
ther of all Chriftendom. ' 

* ** Your eminence will not wonder at the zeal of a 
ftnmger, or the care that Titus of Moldavia takes for 
France. In being folicitous for thiji kingdom, 1 conftilt 
the welfare of my own country, 'and of all the nations 
which profefs the faith of Jefus ; fince it is eafy to fee, 
that in the fate of'France, that of all Europe is in^ 
voWed. 

* It is a long time ftnee the difmembered relics of the 
Roman empire bordering on Alia found themfelves too 
wf akto reiift the puiiTance of the Ottoman arms. All 
Greece was foon overrun by the warlike Turks. Tran* 
fyhnmia, Wallachia, Moldavia, with tho greateft part of 

Upper Hungary, quickly became tributaries to the 
inveterate’ enemies of the CHiriftiaii name $ and Germany 
i^elf is fo enSecbled by their repeated incurftons, that all 
the emparoracan'do, is to make dlftionourable and coftly 
csompofitions, buying a prccanous peace with little lefs 
charges than would ferve fome more fortunate prince to 
carry on a glorious %nd fuccefsful war. Neither Is the 
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Venice iBi any better condition of defence, tbe 
Turks having pared away whole provinces from that oncn 
flourishing commonwealth, and by thrir continual inva- 
flooa and hoflilities, reduced her to a necelfity of me'iv 
chandifing with the Ottoman Porte for peaces which is 
no fooner concluded, but on the leafl; pretence is broke 
again by thofe who hold themfelves not 'obliged to kee|r 
faith with Ghriftians. Behold at this time, without pro* 
vocation on the part of Venice, or a decIaTation of waf 
by the Grand Signior, the late league broken on a fud:- 
den, and in a moft clandeftine manner : Behold, Candy 
environed-with their fleet by fca, and her fertfle plains 
covered with armies of Mahometans by land. Behold- 
her cities in the hands of her enemies, and her villages 
laid defolate, her nobles put to the fword, and her mer^ 
chants led into captivity. In fine, behold this affiided 
commonwe^th yet flruggling with her fate, and fendisig 
her ambaifadors to all^the princes and ftates of Chrsfteni 
dom, demainhng, or rather, in a fnppliant manner, im* 
ploring their afliftanoe; yet fhe flnds little or no help 
from any biU the Pope and the knights of Malta ; and- 
his holinefs has enough to do to preferve the patrimony 
of the church from violence. The ftate of Genoa is too 
^intent upon her traffic, to regard the calamities of< httS 
neighbours $ and all the princes of Italy have fimh di* 
verlioiia at home, as render their application to things 
abroad very cold and indifferent. In the mean wl^^, 
tlie Turks gain ground, double their flrength, and in* 
creafe their vidtorics i O deplorable ftate of Chriftendom I 
Is there no redrefs for thefe miferies ? Yes^ Purely there 
is ! and'luch' a tedrefs, as only lies in your power, great 
mioifter, to apply; jyhich, in the experiment, I dare afk 
fure will prove effe&ual. 

** Ido not pretend to the viiions^nd'infpirattoiW bf 
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'Ftfter^’^Hermitt v/ho garbkd^fteukr^^tnid dtWfl^aSSeetf 
^fid armingf'himfelf ill lfah^mcntt>of fte£;1» went' dn^«oii- 
in^ lip and down' Ciinftfcndom,^fit U>e ’head ^ a coaliriifcd 
^lA>le, to render himfelf popular^ and aeqvttre tiie ti^le 
charade of pngrim, pridl» and captain. The 31 foc- 
tefs of his ralh expeditions ihowed»'that he was only ftiing 
with a religions caprice, and that God approved not his 
'folly. I do not go about tb propofe another cru&dey or 
'contrive a way to (hed whole deluges of human blood, 
with no other eonfequence, than to ftain hiftory with the 
fanguine memoirs of Chriftendom’s vanity and mitfor. 
fune. Bcfidea, that would be found imprai^cable, in 
this age, which was eafy to put in esrecution five or fix 
hundred yean ago. The world is not fo devout now^ as 
it was in thofe days; neither are men fo prompt to run 
the rilk of their livetf on rel^ious errands, fisr tlie honour 
of being efteemed martyrs. It will be difficult to find 
out a new lift bf Godfreys, BahlWins^ Guys} and other 
heroes, to lead the champions of the crofs through fdl 
the hardihips of tea and land, fo many hundred miles, 
into remote and dcfolate regions, to eombat not only 
with fiefh and bbod, but with famine, peftfieaee, andidH 
the ndferies of human life; and, as if tliis were not 
enough; to (heath their'fwords alio in each'others bowels,^ 
for pundlQios, mere tiilles of miftaken 'honour, and in* 
itimed eittidation; and all this only to purchafe tlie empty 
tit£c of King of Jcrufalem, or the prccarbus authority 
of a Grecian emperor; both ihort-liredhonom's ) ^ one 
to he loft in a little time, wi^- aU Pabftine, 'to the Sara¬ 
cens ; the other depending only on the pleafure of die 
multitude !<^uch were the glorious fruits *of’ th^ Chrif- 
tian arms in thofe days! Such.the triumphs'attending 
Obr viftories j Thcfe the trophies which otir fathers re* 
refied to their own dilgrace; when, after a war of fo 
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many jrew^ th^ kft,the.Half X^ood io .a^ worrc\a(w^ 

ditioa^than they >£ouiid k| a94 fo many hundred 
-thoahuKl men jm marched tlikliers threatening the utter 
fu^verlkui of the Saracen-empircy thore £caKce reUUEiicd 
-in difpce£e the news of their .own .overthreiv. 

Waving therefore thefe viiionary jaih expeditious^ 
X.]iowprapore to your eminence an undertakings which* 
thoitgh h may make left noife in the world, yet carries 
more probability of fuccefs, and wi)l not only promote 
the intereft of Prance, < but redound to the advantage of 
all Purope^ 

. ** No man who is acquainted with hiftory, ,^sai be ig* 
noi^nt what claims the Kings of France have made to 
the empire of the well fince the days of Charlemaignes 
the royal predecellbr of his prefent majelly, who was dig- 
iuiij;d with the unperial title by the 'fovereign bilhop. 
bleither is it iinknown, by what, artifices the Houfe at 
Auftria have procured .the ti^iktion of this ^liicred au¬ 
thority to their own «^ly. 

Your eminence is feniiUe by what tyrannous and 
uzduH: methods they have maiutaiiicd themfelves m this 
higheft pitch of human glory; and not content with .this* 
how they have afpired after the monarchy of the whole 
world* All the north have groaned under the burden .of 
their infupportabfo tyranny ; and their encroachments on 
the fouth* have rendered that line little left.infamoqi. 
Tliey fpare neither civil nor ecclcfialtical rights, in the 
purfuit of their ambition, nut even the patrimony of St. 
Peter, which has ever been efleeined facred and invio- 
lable by ChnUlan princes. They have facked Rome it- 
fdf, and led the fupreme pallor of the chur^ into cap-- 
tivity. .What.lhould 1 Jpeak of the Hollanders, Swit¬ 
zers, Qrifons, and other nations, which, impatient sf 
the Auftrian yoke, revolted from th€i^ cruel makers, and 
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haiw fioce aflerted thdr HbefiCy' by tbe fowe of their 
arau ? What fliould 1 mention the frequent troubles in 
Bdhemia, Tranfylvania* auad Hungary, when the inhahi- 
lants of thole countries, grown defperate with their 
daily opprefiions, hare bravely endeavoured to redecfg 
themfelves and iheir pofterity from perpetual lervitode, 
but for want of a powerful protestor, have been forced 
to yield to their old mailers i That inccHuous race arc 
grown odious to the whole world $ even the prinees of 
the empire arc forced tP fmother their refentments, when 
they de£l one to poCTcfs the imperial diadem whom they 
cannot but hate. 

** Tliat therefore which 1 aim at in this addrefs, is, 
to reprefeut' to your eminence, how eafy it will be m this 
jun£iurCf for his mod Chriftian majefty to recover the 
imperial crown, which of right belongs to none but the 
fuccellbrs of the renowned Cliaiiemaigne; and which 
oven the greateft part of the Oem^ns themfelves wilh to 
fee placed on the head of Lewis XIV. Mod of the o 
lectors are ^eady Inclining to the intereUs of France : 
It will not be difficult to win the red. The Hangs* 
rians, dec. long for a deh'verer; and the otlier pravinces 
beyond the Danube, will freely open the gates of their 
^cities to let in bis armies, whom they look on as the hope 
of all Chridendom. The Helvetians, who are allies of 
this crown, will not foil to perform their part. The 
Swedes have already plucked many feadiers from the 
ravenous eagle; and the forces of this crown Itave blunt¬ 
ed her talons. Another campaign vvill quite deplume 
her, enervate her lad vigour, and end the tedious con- 
troverfy. i, 

** Let not therefore an untui>el}b peace with 'the em- 
pdiOr, fo much talked of, ftop the current of the French 
triumphs ! Let not the dnider praftices of German pen- 
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fioners in the Swediih contt, occafion a ruptmre betwe'etr 
two the moft potent and vi^orlous crowns In Europe! 
*Or rather, let not Queen Chrlllina reap the’ foie glofty 
of ib fortunate and profitable a war! His majefty has a 
.fleiJrtfiidable army by land, and in a (hort time wHl have 
an ia*ftincible fleet by fea. Continual vi^dries court the 
perfeverance of-the French valourj whxKt thejullice of 
your caufe invites to the battle. 

<< All things confpire to put a period the Auftrian 
grandeur. Only fnatch the prefent opportunity, which, 
once loft, may never be recovered again. It was only 
the fudden> and unexpe6led fate of Henry IV. this king’s 
grandfather, of eternal memory, that hindered him from 
putting in execution the fame defign I now propofe; and 
if Lewis XIII. did not profecute it, it was becaufe he 
wtmted a favourable jundure. Now, behold it offers it^ 
felf; it is in your power, fiipreme diredor of the ftate, 
under his majefty, tc^ build the fortune of France fb 
high, that all the nations of Chriftendom may rqpoie 
under its (hadow. Purfue the fuccefs which H^ven has 
already granted ; and when all Europe Is thus f^l!tied fa 
a durable peace, either making honourable friehdfhips 
with, or entirely fubmitting to this new Gallic emjury, 
^hen will he the time to call the Ottomans to an account,' 
for the ravages and fpoils they have committed in Cbiif* 
tian countries, and to carry our arms to the walls of Con* 
ftantinople, and drive thefe barbarians back to their pri¬ 
mitive Vodcs and defarts, from whence they have thus 
long ftpaggled, to ruin the moft dcfirabhb'jprovincet pf Alu 
and Edbpe, nay, and of the whole world. 

« There is no other way but this, in my judgment, to 
flop the progrefs of the Turkifh vidories; fince it is itg|- 
poffible to make a durable peace amoT\g Chriftian princes' 
but by conqueft, I mean fuch a peace as will infpire them 
fV. m. r 
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With the rcfolmioii, auJ pat them Into a capacity^ to 
unite all their forces in a war agaiiiit the Mahometans. 
As for the piLfcnt contlition of the rcpu!)lic, if their 
lofifes were greater tlian they are like to be, ) ct they will 
hfi^iuconfiderable, in compaiifon of the mighty gain 
which will afterwards accrue, not only to them, but to 
all the ChriHian nations, by advancing the French crown 
to .that height of grandeur dcligned for it by fate. Hi¬ 
therto the Chriftian princes have only endeavoured to a,p- 
p^* a remedy to the part panicularly affeiStcd; from 
whence, if by fortune they < hafed the difteinper, it foon 

brake out in fomc other member; whence it cair.c to 

m 

pafs that we loll province after province, and the Turks 
arc almoft gotten into the heart of Europe. If there¬ 
fore we defign to drive them thence, it is ncceflhry to fol¬ 
low this method, which will be found the only way to 
pluck this evil up by the roots. 

,« on then, mpft prudent and iHuftrloas guardian 
of; the crown^^eftined to command the earth: Go on, 
and lift up our great mailer to the wreath with which 
the tutelar angel of Europe is ready to environ Lis facred 
temple. Let not the German deputies at Munller any 
longer amufe you with feigned overtures of peace; but 
^i^ue the. propitious fate qf France, which waits to lead 
OUT armies to vi^lories, triumphs, and glories, and to efta- 
b)i& a new ^empire in the world, to which all nations 
mall pay homage, and fly for proteftion.” 

/ 

r 

_ / , ■. 

';Thou feed, illuftriops and ferene vifier, that I Kavc 
ufed much flattery in this addrefs. It is 4, neceifary vice 
in the cppry)f France, where no I)iogei)ea caahave au¬ 
dience. it cannot be exposed thaj: }. fhould difeover, by 
tl^ cardinal’^ anfwer, what .h/s fentiments were of »y 

A ^ * 
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projefl. He is of a debonair humour, and will rather 
feign virtues to commend in another man, than put him 
* to the bluih by mentioning his real vices. This is an ef- 
fei^ of his natural c! Jpofition, which he is wife enough 
to improve to the ends of policy; there being no fuhtiler 
artihee to gain a popular efteem, than, by the reputation 
of a generous tenipi r. 

However, I tiiink 1 faid nothing'that could judty of¬ 
fend him, unlefs he were endued with th(L_incommdntca- 
blc gift of difeerning hearts j for other wife, at the worft, 
he could but tax me with a loyal prefumption and mif- 
takc, in propofing things altogether impradicable. ' 

Thcfe were fuch as thou wilt cafily difeern, when thou' 
Conlidcreft, that though they appear fair and cafy in the 
attempt, as the circumflances of Europe are at prefent, 
yet the revolution of a few moons may quite change the 
face of aifairs : New and unthought-of difficulties may a- 
rife ; the emperor may make peace with Swcdeland, 
the pope might interpofe his mediation a^authority, the 
alTembly at Munfler might have a conclimon according 
to their wiffies, the clefioral piinces might be more^ffirm- 
ly faftened to the intereft of the empire ; bcfides, anoClier 
campaign may prove as fatal to the French, as the for- 
.yner have been propitious. After all, if they ihould find 
encouragement to begin this enterprife, and ffiould meet 
with anfwerable fuccefs in the profecution of it, yqf: a 
thoufand occurrences would emerge, to hinder them from 
enjoying their new gotten empire long, or from being 
abfp'to maintain a war againft the empire, whof^ fubjedta 
alt- Infifdte, ahd treafurcs itiexhauftible. 

If thbixi who' art the light of the OfinaiP monarchy, 
lhalt approve of what 1 liave done, my happinefs will be 
grtfat; neverthclcfs thy reproofs rvill qpt make me mifeiv 

J£ 2 
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Bble> fincc they arc arguments of thy condcfcenlion and 
favour. 


Ptrii* xotli of the tfth Moon, of the Year 1646. 


To ISMAEL Mouta Faraca, a White Eunuch* 

^HY letter ia come fafe to my hands, accompanied with 
a munificent prefent from Egri Boynou, uho thou telleil 
me 18 deprived of his eyes by the Giand Signioi’s order, 
pi condole the calamity of my fiiend, yet accufe not the 
juftice of him who i& mafier of us all. We are muflul- 
mans, and muft not difpute the pleafure of Heaven, or 
the commands of our fovcieigns. It is an aigiiment of 
their clemency, when they retrench their angci, and fpare 
the lives of their ilaves. The fultan is mciciful in a high¬ 
er degree, in not extending his hands to the wealth of 
our fiicnd, but has left that and his liberty untouched, 
whereby he is.ftill in a capacity of enjoying many plea- 
*fures» whiph ate denied to thoufands who have their 
Aght;, 

1 do not write this, as if I were void of compaffion 
toward my friend. I owe him ftill the fame aifc£):ion, as 
|when he was able to read the fincti ity of it in my face, 
•^ut 1 would not have the lofs of his eyes abate the fight 
pf 1^8 foul, which is his reafon. Let him remember, that 
a famous phllofophcr has done that voluntarily to him- 
fclfit for the fake of a Icfs interrupted contemplation, 
w^ich is impofed on our ft lend as a puniftiment. There 
is no outward difafier 0*^0 hurt the optics of a mind 
guarded with patience, and Ihut up within the circles of 
its own light. Such a foul is imjiregnable againft all the 
aliaults of fortune, ^nd triumphs over deitiny itfelf. * 

Befides, our beloved eunuch can ftill conver^r w'lth his 






Bdbkft.. '"it'At fARXS. Itl 

friends, which is a privilege the deaf would almoft give 
their eyes to enjoy. It is haid to determine which of 
thofe two fenfes wotdd be milTed with leall regret, el^. 
<;ially to a man, who, by his excellent voice and (kill in 
finging, feems to be the very foul of malic. 

What is it in all this infinite variety of vifible obje^ 
that affects the eye with fo refined a pleafure, but the 
harmonious difpofition and fymmetry of the parts, which 
compofe the whole feene of the univerfe f And may not 
that pleafure be tranllated to the ear, whetyt receives 
the proportionate meafures and exquifite cadences of 
founds ? Certainly mufic is no other than beauty to the 
ear, as beauty is mufic to the eye. 

But our friend £gri needs not thefe encouragements ; 
he underftands the way to make himfelf happy, and has 
wifdom enough to put it in practice. 

The Grand Signior's fury is pacified. Egri lives: tie 
has houfes and gardens; gardens replenilhed with all 
manner of firuits and flowers to gratify his tafte and finell: 
He is mafter of much treafure in filver and gold, and of 
many (laves. If all thefe cannot contribute to his fisU- 
city, he is mafier of himfelf, which is eflential hsl^pi* 
nefs. 

Thou who fucceedeft him in that honourable poll, ahd 
guaideft the avenue of the majeflic chamber, where the 
addreffes and fupplications of all the princes of the earth 
are made at the feet of our auguft emperor, wateh thy 
fenfes, and obey thy rcafon. Remember thy predeceffor’s 
fate, and forget not Mahitaut: But above all things, for¬ 
get not thyfelf. Adieu. 

P .18, «eth ofthe 6 cli S^eon, of the Year 1646. 
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HI—To Dgn£t Oglou. 

r 

I AM cxtiemcly rurpiifcd, and equally troubled) at the 
fevere punilhment which Sultan Ibrahim has infli^ed on 
Eprii Boynou. lUcceHor) Ifmael Mouta Faiaca, fent 
me the firi^ new^ uf it, but faid nothin^ of the eunuch*8 
enme. Neither vioiild I lequcll that fatisfatiion oi a man* 
who deiivcb a new liiibc from the tragical tclipfc of my 
ft lend) lull m> lo\e ihould have betiaycd my difcietion) 
and tentpjfcl me to utter that v^lmh is not ptopex fur a 
dare of the Sulcan*a to exprtfs. Our thoughts ate our 
own whilB w e keep them chained up in out breads } but 
if once we fufTcr them to take air iu words, the^ become 
another man’s, who may make ufe of them to our ruin* 
I never had familiarity enough with Ifmael, to trufl him 
with reAc^'ons of tliis nature. Beddes, his own letter 
to me difeovered tod much fteedom^to be void of dciign, 
It being the hrft that ever paiTed between us; which for 
that reafoB ought to have been di^lated in a dyle mote 
refervedf 1 fet him a patttr t in my atifwei, not letting 
^j^nd cfcapcmy pen, whiji might fpeok Itfs rtdgnatiua 
to the wHl of om mader, tlian tenduiiitib foi my ftiend’s 
Atfrering. 

* But with thee I dare ufe grcatct fiecdom : My long 
expe^koce^ of thy integrity will judify this boldnefs, 
TdH JIM, my D^Jct, was it nut the blindncfb of Sultan 
Ibrahim’s palfiun, which has robbed Egrl of his fight i 
Anfwtr me without difguife, \Vas it not fomc caprice of 
jejoofy f Was it not bccaufe the madcr thought he faw 
too much, thU the flave dcs not now at all? If that fenf’ 
was not judged criminal in Egri, why was it in pat titular 
pilniihed ? But it i> in vain to mcafure the cruel fiolics 
a fovercign monarcli by a ru^e, who makes his will i law. 
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The Chriftiaiis fay, the Ottoman princes are butchen, 
and the whole empire Humbles, where ^etfonb of all de* 
Agrees are faciiliccci to the lull oi paflloii of a tyrant. 1 
tfU thee, thougb I approve not the licentious tongues cf 
thefe infidels, yet it appeals too true, that fo uncontroul* 
"able a powei At the Haflein iiionarLhs aiv.^ nvefted with, 
piompis them to coujtnii matiy tlulencts, for which jnf- 
tice can make no pica. It wtxe to be wifhed, that the 
pradlicLS of the fublimc feraglio did not too*bftcn verify 
it. Suffer me to be exafperated a little for the cruel fen- 
cence executed on my friend, the moft accomplifhed per^ 
Ton withifi the walls of that magnificent palace. Doubt- 
lefs, he owes the lofs of his eyes to the grudge of feme 
envious iqinion, who would not brook fo dangerous a tl- 
val in the fultan'a favour; for this unfortunate eunuch, 
who charmed all hearts, had made fome impreflion alfo 
on the cruel Ihraliim'a. He often loved to hear him iihg 
the lively Doric ftraias to chafe away his melancholy; fur 
Egri is a fccond Orpheus, whofe voice, thou knoweft, 
infpired the trees and rocks with paffion. Befides^ he 
has many other gifts, which rendered h» perfon and con- 
verfation dcledlable to all, and taught the whole ferajg;li 9 < 
new IcfTons of Platonic love. 

• When thou lull rcctived this, 1 deflie thee to give Him 
a \ilit. Thou kiiowcfl his houfe at Galata. Embrace 
him in my name, and give him a kifs of faithful firiend^ 
ihip. Forget not alfu to icturnluin my acknowledgments 
for the diamonds liu fent me; and cheer him with thn 
thought, that one day his eyes (hallbe renewed in para-, 
dife, far brighter than thofe glittering jewels. Adieu* ’ ^ 

r»» <>, o h of ill* fjth Moon 11 rh Year 
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1 V .-»719 DicHiEu Hussein, Bi^a, 

It Is not eafy to guefs at the motive which induced ihe ^ 
Duke of Orleans to begin this yrai’s campaign in fo 
gorous fcafon. It was the iirft moon, and the ground 
'Was coverell with deep fnows (an ill time to march in an 
*eneldy*s country); and when ihefr fnows were diflblved, 
Bbodb followed. It feems as if he were thirty of fame, 
and vofiM acquire the chara^er of a hardy warrior j re* 
folring to ihun no fatigtie which might advance the repu* 
tatioik Of his arms. 

The Duke of Enguien, fpurred on with a glorious \- 
nruIatioD, fdon followed witK another army, but by a dif- 
foent road. "Hiere are four marefbhals of France gone 
with them. Thefe early matches make a great noife.-*- 
But little of a^lion could be expelled, while the wary 
Flemings, knowing thcpalTcs of the country, and the 
&fce of the floods, have kept l^eir winter-quarters, 
fpending that rime at cafe, in preparing all things necef- 
fary for a more feafonablc campaign, which they have 

^ItT'this the Spanifli policy deferves commcndation,i^hp 
li^nld not ek^ofe the health and lives of their foldiers to 
t^fh^eflary rigours, but waited till the fun had well dried ^ 
ilp tbe uhwfioldfome damps of theearth, and (bedding his 
benignei* influence through tbe air, invited them forth 
^jnto the Add. But when I Ihus approve the wifdom of 
the S^niards, think not that 1 condemn the fprightly 
genius of the French, who feem to approach neared the 
bravery of the muiTulman armies. 

The a£rio% of a French officer was worthy of remark, 
who being fent from tbe camp with letters to tbe king 
ard queen, arrived at the court, the 24th day of the f^- 
cond mobn, Whilft ttie ground was yet froze*n hard. Af- 
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ter he had delivered his meflagei the chambeilain of the 
royal houfehold appointed him a lodging fdr that night 
in the king’s palace, he being to return toj Flan4ers the 
next day. But he generouily refufed it, faying, *' It he- 
iame not him to lie in a bed of down, when his general, 
with the whole army, were forced to fleep on the frozi^n 
earth. Therefore, cauiing fome firaw to be brought p^t 
of the ftables, he took his repofe thereon in the open j|pr. 
The young king, extiemely pleafed with his gallgn- 
try, ordered him an hundred pieces of gold, and recom¬ 
mended him to the Duke of Orleans as one of the brav- 
eft men in his army* I > 

I fwear by the whiftling of the winds, and the ruffling 
of the leavea, that 1 honour fuch virtue even in an in$- 
dd.’ ■- 

» • 

« I^iSt soth of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1646. 
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V.-.» 7 b KaaREa Hassan, 

T . ^ ‘ 

HY lettdr is come to my hands, with the prefent oF 

kopha, which is fo much the more acceptable, bepaufe 
thoubioughteft it thyfclf fiom the valley of Admohutthe 
place of my nativity. It is an evident fign that thou hl^ft. 
not forgot thy countryman, in that thou condefeendeft to 
oblige him in fo peculiar a manner. The place where 
we drew our firft breath always dear to mortals; and 
the remembrance of that delicious vale afre6ls Mahu^ 
with ftngular delight. It is true indeed I was brop^t 
from thence before I could diftinguiih one place from an¬ 
other i bat 1 have vihted tint region iince, and have rea« 
fon to pronounce it the mo ft dclc£bible ^rt of Arabia, 
^ad the Grecian poets fecn that paradife, th^y w^ild 
not have fo extolled the celebrated fields of Tempe in 
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T?W*flaIy. This happy vale is the elyfium of the worM» 
viritli an eternal ^ring. 

Thou ait hi;,hly obliged to the fultan for the Ub ity 
he lia^ given thte to vilit the place of thy cradle, and to* 
fojt^uni fo long atiiong thy kind cd. Thy fathei was fa* 
mous in that ^.ountry for bunting of hons, and other 
b^alU of ptey. I have fieard fomc of our tribe praife 
his Tatour and devitcnty in the. chace of thofe fierce ani¬ 
mals. They toM me, that in the fpace of tvio years he 
had preftnted the Btolcrbcg Vrith twenty lions heads 
killed by his ow n hand , thit he had three nme ones in 
his houfe, which he had taken when whelps from a lion- 
efs of prodigiods brlk j that the walls of hr houft w»eic 
bung^ with the Ikins of ti^e s, panthers and hons, the 
trophies of lu's ladcfatigabh diligence, fliill, and'eourage, 
in purfuit of Wild beafts. In a word, they faid he was 
the moft fucctfsful hunter m all Arabia. If thou tnhe- 
ritcft hta mcHnatron% rfs wtH as bis blood (for they com* 
mon^y go together), thou ha^l had a fair time to range 
the fortfii, and purge the dehrt of thofe lavtno is crea¬ 
tures. Were it not for the enmity of the gnat*, tlie call 
^^■ywi^dd be ovenun with theft favage*. They fa), this 
Kttle defpicablc infeftdcftro)s more hois than all tlie 
bttfitfmen in Afia j for, fwarming about theip in the heat 
of fummer, they chufly fallen on their t) e lids, which 
they iHhg fo ^chemently, that the lions, thud irg to eafe 
thelnfclves by fciatcfling, often tear thmr owneyts out, 
and'fi are famiflied. 

"Trf underftind well the different nitnresot beafts, is 
a ftady fit f >r kings. It wai the glory of Solomon, td 
b *hrcuraie i^this knowledge; and Alexander ♦he Great 
had fuOh'kn eftcehi for it, that h<; b^ftowed f Auftotb 
iht phi’ofopher eight hundicd talcirti, o'dy Im wii^ingoa 
reaii c of animals.^ Our H-oly Piopbet was mnent a* 
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bove ^ Qther mortaU^ for bis familiarity with the bratjlli* * 
generations, underftanding tbeir qualities and languagciri 
and often difeouriing with them. 'When he lived in the 
defait, a libard continually waited at the door of his 
ckve, and did all the ofHcts of a kind and faithful fer* 
vant. Such grace is givc.i but to a few. 

But 1 forget my own uppuit unity of \enting my aSr 
fedUons to my country and my frieuds. 1 forget that X* 
am wilting to one who is newly come Jrom Arabia^ 
Would to God I could fee thee, were it but for an hour. 
I have a tlioufand qaclli%>.is to idle about my relations^ 
and what changes hti\c ii \ppened lince 1 was there. 

But X mud facrihee tlicle natural fondutlTes to the W'iU 
of dediny. 1 am a double <.\de ; and dnee it is for that 
feivice of* the Grand Signior, 1 am rehgned. 

Adieu, happy minifter; and if Mahniut may be a(^ 
milted foinetimcs to mingle w'ith the tialn of thy bettjfiis* 
thoughts, he ihall count hlmfelf liappy wherever he is. 

i'aris, td of the 7 th Muon, of the Year 1646. 


VI.-—To Hussfis, Btijfa* 

I'he taking of Retiino in Candy^ has filled the 

* zarenes with apprehenfions of gieater calamities. « , 
The firft fortunate ilrokes In a war, make deep im^ 
preifiona on the enemy, the vulgar looking on them aa 
the index of their futuie dediny. But repealed fupcefies 
chill th^r vitals, bcicavc them of com age and hope, 
leaving them nothing but ominous pottenis, and fuper- 
lUtious prefages of theii apptuachiug ruin. So hard a 
thing it is to judge of human events, vyitbAt being cajF- 
ried into extremes. * Xliey already give over the whq]^ 
iiland for lod. 1 wiih and beheve may prove true* 
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Y«t at the £uik time 1 know the fortune of war it un- 
ceitaini and another campaign may repair or tevenge 
&e damage they have fuftatned in this and the fonncr. ^ 

The Venetians loft five thoufimd men before the walls 
of that town, among whom was General Comaro, t&e 
viceroy of the tfland, flain in the firft onfet, befides what 
we^ killed by our foldiera when they entered with the 
retreating Candiots, and facrificed all to the heat of mar¬ 
tial paflion* 

But that which appeared moft ominous to their caufe, 
though the prefent damage were lefs, was the falling out 
of the fopraveditor, and the provcditor of the iile, who 
not agreeing about the extent of their different com- 
miifions, formed two parties, between whom there hap¬ 
pened a furious encounter, in which four hundred were 
(lain on both fides. 

Thefe finifter events occafioncd the republic to make 
foeih ap^icatmos to the court of France ; and an am- 
baffador is fcut from this crown toK^onftantinople, in or¬ 
der to m^^e a peace. They call him Monfieur de Va- 
reaneii,vtnin of a prefumptuous difpofition, and who 
di^hts to attempt difficult things. When there could 
%ot be found a perfon willing to undettake a negotiation 
which carries fo little probability of fucceeding, this gen- 
‘^eman, in a bravado offered himfelf; telling the queenf 
that he made no doubt of fo reprefenting matters to the 
Grand Signior, as would infallibly produce a peace. 

»' < It had beea eafy for Cardinal Mavarini (whofe coun- 
fol the queen follows in all things) to have hindered this 
man's voyage. But thofe who are acquainted with the 
pique that is between them, conclude, that the cardinal 
cemfented his commiffioo, on purpofe to lay a train 
i(j;^r his future difgrace; as knowing the boldnefs of Jits 
temper was far from being fccondcd with equal wifdom 
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and conduct; and that) though he was prone to ur*d^iw 
take great and hazardous adions, yet he never had the 
good fortune to accompliih any thing of moment. 

They that know this gentleman's charader, fay, that 
\ny example will encourage him to rufli into labt rinths 
and perils $ and where examples are wanting, he is am¬ 
bitious to be made one himfelf. He fears not to tread 
in the footfteps of fuch as have mifcarried in the moft 
defperate entcrprifes; but promlfes himfelf-fucc^fs, where 
a thouiand have failed. In fine, he is efteemed the ralh- 
eft man living. 

I fend thee this defeription of the French ambailador) 
that thou mayeft communicate it to the fovereign divan* 
It will he no fmall advantage to know the temper and 
qualifications of foreign minillers refidmg at the auguft 
Porte, efpecially at this jundutc, whereon the fate of 
Chriilendom depends. Befides, there cannot be too (great 
caution ufed to obviate the lubtle trains of Cardinal Ma- 
zariniy who, I fearf is contriving no kind offices to the 
Ottoman empire. 

1 kifb the hem of thy veil, ilhiftrious baila, and bid 
thee adieu. 


Paris, id of the 7th Moon, of the Year i64i6« 


..- - # ' ' ' 

VII—Ts tAefame. 

I'hx captain bafia has the reputation of a good feamaa 
among the French. They hi^y applaud his expedi¬ 
tious relief of Canea, and no lefs commend the feccecy 
with which he landed hib army, and took the town of 
Retimo. The French are generally greaf critics in mi¬ 
litary alTairs, and are not fo partial to the honour of^the 
ChriftisDSi as to deny the praifes that are due to an^ex 
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pert leader among the muffulniaiw. Yet they arc incon- 
ftant, and feldom retain the fame fcntiments long. Every 
circulation of their blood begets new briendlhipsy nev? 
^opinions, new ccnfurcs. In this titey feenr\ to inherit' th4 
vices of the ancient Gauls, as well as their country. ^ 

A Roman emperor, who made war in this nations 
has left excellent memoirs behind him ; wherfein, among 
other things, he defciibes the nature of the Gauls, their 
difpofitions, and genial inclinations, lie that fliall read 
his wTftings, which were penned above lixteen hundred 
years ago, and (hall convcife with the prefent Frencl^ 
will eahly conclude, tliat the latter are a living tran^ 
feript of the former, and that their humours and ai^lons 
are exactly copied from his woids. Yet in nothing does 
the character of the primitive Gauls fuit morertruly to 
the prefent inhabitants, than in their furious onfets in a 
battle, and their equal readinefs to flight. Their firSk 
aDTault feema to fpe^ them more than men; their fecond, 
Icfs tlmn womett; and they feldom Mature on a third. 

Wilt thou know then, how they obtain fo many hgnal 
vidories It/J^ljf^y ilratagems and money. Where they 
circumvent their enemies^ they corrupt a party of 
ihiqn .with ’bribes and peufions. Thus they purcliafe 
th^ conqueils with a more powerful metal thau fteel. 
The force oiigold, to which all things yield, > lays bitia'i 
and provinces at the feet'of this invincible monarch. 

But 1 pray Heaven fo to profper the armies of the 
empire founded on virtue, that this infidel prince, and all 
the Nazarenes, may' experience their gold to betas inef» 
feAual as their fwords, againil the valour and juft r^ 
venge of the true believers. 

PSris^ vad of the yth' Moon, of the Year 1646. 
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(THou, who art all goodnef:}, the arch-type of clemency 
and virtue, wilt not number me among the •importunate, 
for fo often troubling thee with difputcs of our holylayr. 

1 aik thee no common queftions, neither am I captious, 
feeking occaftons to darken what ia apparent, or invalt».> 
date the tcdiinony of him who touched the hgtid of God. 

I revere the holy oracles, and the book hot dictated oa 
earth. Kvery chapter 1 rend in the Alcoian, makes me 
blefs the angel who took fo many flights to bring down 
flic facrci^ p^ges from licavtn ; and my reverence is in- 
creafed towards that volume of glory, wdren I conflder 
it vras not hallily compofed, every \crficlc being the pro- 
dudl of divine premeditation. Doubtlefs it excels all 
the writings in the world. No feripture, before or. flncje,. 
has approached to the myflerious elegance of thofe c«k> 
leilial lines. Tct mefliinks 1 find a great profundity of 
wifdoip in the treatifes of the ancients. 

Thou wilt fay, my llation requires mt^o * read men- 
more than books, being not fent hither to c^nternplate, 
but to adt for the intereft of my mailer and the Ottomail'^ 
empire. It is true, my bulinefs is now to unravel the dcflgns 
‘'of,the infidels ; but bear with me, if I tell thee, tluitdd 
order to this 1 took no wrong courfe, w'hcn in my youngs 
er years 1 applied myfelf to books, which are but men 
turned infide out, or metamorphoied into letters $ againd;> 
whom, thus furviving th^mfelvcs, the flxokc of death cauH^ 
not prevail. 

Thofe who have ere died ilatues of gold, fllver, brafs, 
or marble, to the memory of departed h/efbes, can but 
tranfmit the tiEgus*of their bodies to pofterity, which 
thou knowell is the ignoblcr part %f n.un; at;:! herein 
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they come fhort of the Egyptians* who have the art of 
preferring the bodies thcmfelvcs incormptible for a thou- 
i^nd generations* But they who left their writings to 
pofterity, have obliged the world with an immortal ant^ 
lively image of their mind: this is properly the man, and 
lives for ever, when the body io confumed in the grave, 
and the llaiue perhaps is eat up by time, dr demollihed 
by envy. 

Pardon this digreflion, oraculous and unerring mouth 
of God. 1 have a great deal to fay, and cannot com¬ 
prehend it in a few woids. It has been enjoined by our 
holy doflors, that a muifulman fhould not read the books 
of profane infidels. Bat tell me, thou who art the lefolv. 
cr of doubts, whether this piecept is extended to aU with' 
out exception, or whethei a difpenfation may*not be al¬ 
lowed to fuch as read thofe books with one eye, whilft 
the other is fixed on the law, which balances the miad 
with truth ? The Alcoran tells us, that the devil has in- 
ferted fome ^l^es in the heft writings; but, is it not 
podible for to fepaiate the good fiom the bad? 
1 read in thelbuok of glory many remaikable things con* 
i^ing Alexander the Great: But is it unlawful alfo to 
perufe what has been writ by others, of the life of that 
mmotts warrioi, and holy piophet ? Both Grecian and 
Roman hiitorians have related his adventures in Alia, his* 
battles with Darius the Peifian monarch, and Poius the 
Indian: they piaife his continence and modeft regard to 
Syfigambis and her daughters, when they were his cap¬ 
tives ; his inviolable fricndfhip to Epheflion, whilft living, 
and the affeftionate tears he fhed for him after his death; 
yet they condemn him of cniel ingratitude, for facrifi* 
cing Clitus to his choler, and the^fumes of wine, who was 
at^aithful friend, a valiant foldier, and once had faved his 
life in a battle.. 'They cannot pafs over the burning i^f 
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Pei fepolis, without fome reflections on the unmanly foftnels 
of this warrior, who, to pleafe his concubine, gave orders 
ihat the faireft and moil magnificent city in Afia (hould 
m fet on Are. The Ptrfians boaft, that that city was 
built all of cedar; that Cyrus had wholly difplanted, not 
only Mount Xiibanus, but the choice fi: nurferies of that 
fragrant wood, thiough all Afia, to build this glotious 
city, in emulation of Solomon king of the Jews, who 
was by other princes thought to value himfelT too high, 
for building the temple of Jerufalem of the fisme materia 
als. They add, that Alexander found in this city ninety 
millions of caracks in gold ; that, after the debauch was 
over, and the flames had confumed to afhes this phoenix 
of Alia, the conqueior wept, and commanded the money 
he had found there fliould be expended in raifing another 
in its loom, more glorious than the former; but that 
Thais, who had perfuaded him to ruin it, was the onlly 
oblUcIe to its re-edification; for fuch was her empire 
over this monarch, that he could deny hjj^Whing. 

What I have faid of Perfepolis is recoi^d tiy l^erfiau 
hifloriatib ; other writers make fome mention of it, but 
not fo paiticularly. There are fome alfo who mention 
his demolifhing of Tyrus, a city fo ancient, that it is fail 

be firfl built by one of the grandchildren to ^oah, 
of whom thou knowefl the Alcoran fpeakb oAen. They 
tax him alfo with cruelty, in caufing two thoufand of the 
chief Tyrians to be crucified as a facriflee to Hercules. 
Tltou ait bed able to judge whether this be agreeable to 
truth: for what muflulman will believe, that the viCtori* 
ous piophcL was guilty of fo barbarous an idolatry ? 

The method he took to fubdue this impiiegnable city 
is an argument of hk iirvincible courage, and that there 
is'nothing impra^icablc to a mind ainicd with refoluti^B 
and perfeverancc. 
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Tyrus 1v38 fitaatcd abo\c half a mile ia the fca. When^ 
the Macedonian demanded a funender, the citizent^^ 
trufting to the llicngth and height of the rock whereon^ 
they lived (for it \vas a perfect iHand], and to their 
diihince from the Hiorc of the cuniiiient, bid defiance to 
him» whom God had otdained to fubdiie all nations be-' 
tween the cxtrLtmticb of India and the pillars of Hercu¬ 
les. The conqucior, inAamcd at then refufal of oiFeied 
peace, prepares for an afiault. He attempted, without 
the miracle of Mofes, to make a path for his army 
through the Sea. He followed the lieps of the Babylo¬ 
nian monarch, who, not three ages before, had joined 
this proud neil of merchants to the firm land. Twice 
his ioduftrious foldiers raJfed a caufeway above,the rvaves 
to the very walk of Tyrus, and as often was their labour 
defeated by the watchful 'I’yrians; when the thiid time 
he proved fuccefiful, and, in fpite of all thar refiftance 
by fire and fword, after a liege of ofix moons, he fcdled 
the walls of that queen of maritime cities, and conviuced 
the world^ that no human fbice could put a flop to his 
conquefia, whom Defiiny had appointed to cluAife the 
nations of the earth* 

That cliapter in the Alcoran which fpcaks of thi i re¬ 
nowned worthy, tells us, ** That he matched io far eatlt 
ward, till he came to a country wheie the fun rifis.’* 
This paAage the ChriAians ridi(*iiL*, ftying, that the fun 
rifes and fets in all countries; and that ih^ie ib no A'llrd 
point of caft and weft in the ffabiic of the world, 'fince 
the fame place which is eaft of one country, is weft of 
another. Thus tht defpifers^of our holy law c.'vil at the 
Alcoran, an^fay, it is compufed of old wives tales, a 
rude iudigefted coMtAion of eaftern %omdnccs and fiipu- 
Aftious fables, c»Vi lated for the meridian of ignoianA’, 
firA promiilgcd a ih** fjvpge and irmoldhtd nf 
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Arabijiy and afterwards propagated by the fword through 
thofe countries, whofe vices had baniflied their learning) 

5 od rendered them, flexible to a religion, whofe highcfti 
^etenfipns conflfled in gratifying the fenfes. 

Thefe cntics coiifider not at the fame time, that they* 
argue againi^ the Old and New Teftament (whii:h is 
efteemed the Alcoran of the Chriftiana), wherein there 
is often mention made of the riling and going down of 
the fun, of eail and well, as proper points or marks from, 
which to take the fituation of countries. AlTurcdly in 
.this they are captious; for though there be no ftated 
point of eidl or weft in the globe, yet India being tKs 
neareft region of this continent to that part of the ho^ 
lizon where the fun daily iirft appears, it has, not with*' 
out reafop, gained the additional epitiiet of Eaft. And 
it was here the Macedonian hero fweat, becaufe he could 
conquer no fartlier, unlefs be would have begun a wair 
with the fifli of the feg. 

There are many other paffages related jQjf, Jllexandcr’s 
temperance, moderation, juftice, fuititude,‘.j:^4 fuck like > 
virtues, and fomething of his vices $ but I will not tire 
thee with all that is faid of this invincible monarch, nor. 
f'acc him in all his marches through Alia. will not 
^rouble thee with uliut they fay of his journey into' 
Egypt, and afpiring to be called the fon of Jupiter Am¬ 
mon ; his being poifoned at Babylon, in the height of 
all his triumphs ; and the cantoniUng his empire among 
his chief captains. Whfitfocver in thefe hiftories is a- 
greeable to the holy Alcoran, 1 acquiefee. to j what is 
repugnant to that fummary of truth, I reject as a fable. 

Tell me, thou fovereign refolver of douj^ts, whether 
on thefe terms I may nat read the writings of infidels ? 
Books are relief to the mind opprefled with melanchol}^ 
and efpecially hiftor'es, which alfo bring profit, by right- 
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ly informing us of the tnnfafUons of paft ages { fo that 
things which were done thoufands of years ago, are 
made prefent to us. Where then is the enme in tead- 
mg tliefe memoirs of the ancients ? Is it not confifteht 
with the faith of a mulTulinan to read thefe biftories, be- 
caufe they were penned by heathens ? Muft.we rejeA all 
that the Pagans did oi faid ? Why then are the works 
of Plutarch had in fuch veneration by the princes of our 
law ? 1 tell thee, I not only read Plutarch, Livy, Ta¬ 
citus, Xenophon, Polybius, with many other hulorians 
that were pagans, but 1 improve by their writmgs* Such 
rare examples of virtue, fuch lUuibious patterns of juL 
tice, fuch folid precepts of morality, as thefe authors a- 
bound with, cannot in my opinion hurt any^man, who*^ 
(Sefires to fquare his life by the beft rules* 

1 read allb the poets, whofe fables and parables feem 
to me hut to \eil many excellent and profitable maxims 
of human hfe. a 

The fiory qfv the birth of Typhon, his warring with 
Jnpitar, ap4Jlfs final overthrow, denotes the monftrous 
rife of &£lions in a ftate, and their ruin. 

The Cyclops being employed by Jupiter in making 
thnudcfboltB and killing ^fculapius, for which they 
themfelves were afterwards fiain by Apollo, intimates tlv* 
ofe uhich fovereign pnnees make of cruel, covetous, and 
unjuft officers, who, when they have fulfilled the plea- 
fure of their mafters, aie abandoned by them to the re¬ 
venge of the opprefied fubje6ks. This is commonly ex¬ 
perienced in all inonarchie9» and efpecially in the mighty 
empire of the Ofmans, where the baflas, though the 
Grand Signer, for the ends of ftate, connive# a while 
at their unjuft oppieffion of the^muflulmans under their 
government, ytt in due time, to fliow h s abhorreneft 
their \illanits, configns them over to the ^tionct. 
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Xjbou knoweft to whom the bowftnng was fcnt lad $ I 
wifli his fucceflbr may not equally merit it^ 

Aftscon’s being devoure4 by his dogs, only for feeing 
l>iana in a bathy might have ferved as a warning to Ufcph 
the Uack eunuch, who could not leilrain his tongue 
from babling.out the private amours of Sultan Ibrahim. 
It was danger enough to know the fecret; but to di¬ 
vulge it, was a fare way to incur the revenge of the 
prince. 

Not much nnlike was his error, who, though he did 
jiot report it to othcis, yet had the piefumption to check 
his fbvereign to his face, and reproach him with lux¬ 
ury. Had he been acquainted with the fable of En- 
dymion an;^ the moon, it would perhaps have taught 
him, that it is not the part of a favourite to take notice 
of his mailer’s ftolen pleafures, but rather to invite hiip 
fometimes from the tods of date, and unbend his mind 
with recieations. • " 

There arc many other profitable remarks hidden under 
the fl^lions of the poets, which, though they may feem my- 
fterious at fiid view, yet, being examined with a Httle at¬ 
tention, prove as eafy to be undei flood, as the hierogly¬ 
phics were of old to the Egyptians, who knew no other 
\<^tei6. 

God the firft Intellefl, who imprinted his mind on ta» 
blets of marble, in letteis of Arabic, and writ the deca¬ 
logue vrith a beam of his glory, having aUb infpiied all 
nations with the knowledge of letters, grant, tliat whflft 
1 read the records of the Gentiles, 1 may not forget the 
precepts of the Alcoran. 

Pam, 13d of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1646. s 
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IX.—7<? Bt^a, 

.A. COURIER came to this city Itift night, bringing news of 
tlic taking of Courtray by the French army. This is 'a 
conliderable town in Flanders, and commands a great 
pait of the country. The Duke of Oikans invefted it 
on the ninth of thi. lad moon, and on the eighteenth lay 
down bcfoie it with the whole aimy. The Spaniih ge- 
neraU hadened to its relief, and brought thirty thoufand 
Bwsn of fix nations, to combat with the French; but they 
quarrelled about precedency of pod. High words paded 
between the l^uke of l..orrain and Geneiah Lamboy. 
Thus^ while they fpent then time in needled contc.d>>, 
,the Fiench took the tow n; and, having left a drong 
garrifon there, pati of the army commanded by the Ma- 
lefchal de Grammont is maichcd to join the HoUandeis, 
with defign to attack Antwetp ; and the red follow the 
Duke of Orleans, who, they fay, intends to beficgc Mai- 
d) ke. This is a fea-towm that has nothing in it coiiit- 
derable enodgk to tempt a conqueror, fa\e the haven, 
which is of gteat importance in tliofe ftas. 

We have had no rains here thefe three moon'?, which 
makes the people fear a famine^ Pioviiion of all forts is 
very dear; and thofe v'ho have great quantities of cort^ 
will not bring it to the markets. The fruits aic all blad- 
ed, and a dtdemper rages in the city, which fills all places 
with death and mouining; the, cattle drop down dead in 
the fields, and the rivers are almod dried up; men laaguifh 
and wither, as if parched up by fome inward fire | fearful 
apparitions aie feen in the air ; each night brings ibith 
new prodigit^ ; the people lament the prefent, and pie- 
fage greater calamities to come ;**^wibile Muhmut perfe- 
vercs unmoved, and neither moleds liimfclf nor othfiis 
about the inc\‘table of dviliii). I mc*) 11 . the 



Qook II. 4 KPT AT PARIS. f 

path of my duty, without tuniing to the light hand or 
to the left; I fcrve the Grand Signior faithfully ; 1 pray 
for hh hcjilth, and for the wclfaie of thc-empire. 1 nei¬ 
ther give alms to the iiihdcls, mir do them any injuiiei. 
In fine, if 1 cannot reap any piofit from other mens vir¬ 
tues, 1 take care their vices lhall do me no haim. 

* It is laid theic will be a procefilon here Shortly, where¬ 
at the king, the queenaegent, and the whole court, will 
afliil barefoot, for an example of others, l^e body of 
a certain female faint, whom they efteem the patronefs of 
this city, \\ ill be taken out of the church where it lies, 
and will be^carried with other reliques of faints through 
the fireets of Paris, to atone the wrath of Heaven, which 
Teems to be kindled againll tliem. 

In the tnean time, 1 pray Heaven to fend down its blef- 
fiiigs on the Ottoman empire, and preferve the true faith¬ 
ful fium the three feourges of God* ‘ 

Toris, 23 d of the 7 th Moor, of the Ycai xtf 46 . 

at 

JTv - - ■ - " gaBaaaaaggwjUwsgaaeaaar 

X.—To Aga gJ the Janizaries*. 

1 pcRcnvE thou had followed the advice I formerly 
gave thee to read hiftorics, wheirin thy letter fptaksthee 
very converfant. 'lliou wilt have no icafou to repent of 
a labour that affords fo agreeable a diverfion, efpeciaUy 
to a fbldier and a ftatefmair. Tliey open the graves, and 
call forth the dead, without didutbing their repofe, and 
ptefeot to UBthofc heroes living, talking, and acling great 
things, wliofe bodies have lain buried in filence and ob- 
feurity many ages; they introduce us intflS the clodts 
of princes, revealing thtir mod fecrct counfcls ; thej 
make us familiar with the intii^^ties of^olltiiians, and the 
dratagems of wariicis. In fine, thtic Iz nothing public 
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or private, in the courts or camps of the g^cateft mo- 
natchs, to which an hiftorian is a ilrangtr. 

1 applaud the choice tliou haft made of Qrecian lufto* 
ries, and others of the eaft $ yet I counfel thee not to 
neglect thofe of the weft. The ancient Roman writers 
are full of tare examples $ and modern rrance, which 
emulates all great and gloxious undertakiiigs, takes equal 
care to commit to poftenty the hves of lUuftiious perfons. 
I fay not this in contempt of other countries in Europe. 
The Chriftians of thefe parts in general are accurate hii^ 
tonans. They are univerfally learned, in legard there is 
so kingdom in Europe where they have not (chools and 
academies where all languages and fciences are taught. 
Ilie ploughmen in the field fpeak Litin and Greek, 
which thou knoweft are now grown obfolete, and no 
where to be learned but in books. The mechanics are 
philofopheis; and every man fets up for an hiftorian, or 
an antiquary. It was not fo in farmer times, when the 
ecckfiaihcs had engrofied all manner of leainuig to them- 
fdves, exc<^t fosie few of the nobility and gcntiy, who 
had the advantage of patnmonial hbianes, and Icifuie to 
apply themfelves to ftudy $ for then it was diificiilt to 
purchafe books, there being but few, and for thofe they 
were obliged to the labour of the fenbe. Hence it cam^ 
to pafs, that only fuch as had plenty of money, and a 
ftronginchnation to knowledge, monopolized the choieeft 
manufciipts into their hands, and bequeathed them as a 
legacy to their offspiing. But fince the invention of 
pnnting, books are infinitely multiplied, giown cheap 
and common; and thofe hiftories and fciences, which be- 
foie were (h^t up in the Xiatin, Gicek, or ibme of the 
Oriental languages, are now tranflated into the vulgar 
fpeech of every nation, whereby the lowed: foit of peo¬ 
ple, who can but Vend, have the privilege o lerome *10 
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ktiowidg ^ their fuperiors, and the Have may vie for 
learning with hta fovereign. This makes the Nazarenes 
upbraid the true faithful with ignorance and barbarifm, 
becaufe printing is not fuffered throughout the muflul' 
mad empire. They confider not the bad confequences 
of this art, as well as the good, and that the liberty of 
the prefs has filled the world wkh errors and lies. Be* 
Tides, they are ftrangers to the education of the mulTul- 
mans, who are generally taught the Arabic and PerfiaA 
tongues from their childhood; in which two languages 
how many famous hiftories have been written ! There is 
no point of ufefpl wifdom which is not comprifed in the 
mitings of the eallern fages; and as for unprofitable' 
treatifes and pamphlets with which the Europeans abound, 
they arc fupcrfiuous and burdenfome, bringing a double 
lofs both to writer and reader, while they rob them of 
their iiii.e and money, and commit a rape on their under.' 
^landinp,s. Add to tlys, the fatal efFe«£ks which this de* 
praved indulgence of printing has jiroduced in Chrifien* 
dom. What fac^ilegcs, mal&cres, rebdHons^^tibd impicv 
tics, ha\c overflowed moft parts of in this licen¬ 

tious age; what hatred among Chiiiwans; what fitdi- 
tions anio ig fubjcfis, diverfities in religion, contempts of 
all laws, both divine, natural, and thole of nations. 
I'tc vices, at which former times would have blufhed, 
nay, at the vety naming of which our fathers would have 
ftarted, as at a prodigy, are in thefe days committed 
openly, without fhame, without contradii^iota; whillt 
there are authors who dare .publicly a(Tcrt the caufe of 
impiety, and patronize all manner of profimations. 

But iboii, who liaft the honour to guajd the incor¬ 
ruptible feat of jufiiqe and virtue, the bright throne of 
the^Ofman enpciors, who are the fhafiows '6f God on 
earth, haf'^ made fuch a choice of books as commends thv 
. rj. ///. / F 
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wifdom, and the hncerity of thy morals. Tliou wilt not 
fuifer thy imagination to be tainted with thofe enchant¬ 
ing ideas of evil, which are drawn by the pens of fome 
elegant writers: All that thou feekeft in books is to in¬ 
form thy underftanding, reftify thy judgmenti and in¬ 
flame thy affei^ians with the love of virtue. ^To this end 
ferve the divine precepts of our holy dodtors, and other 
learned fages; the writings of philofophers, and the ex¬ 
amples of renowned heroes. From thefe thou gatbereft 
ftrength to pradiife the four maternal virtues^ and all the 
good qualities that fpring from thofe roots. 

Go on, and incrcafe in the graces and accot^lifliments 
which lhall render thee worthy to be made the fubjedi of 
a particular hiftory ; while the old IhaU recommend, and 
the young (hall covet nothing more paflionately than to 
read the life of Caffim Flali janizar-aga. 

Mahmut falutes thee with a kifs of affedlion. Reve¬ 
rence thyfclf, and all men will honour thee. So taught 
Fytliagoras. 

Paris, 17th 6f the 8th Moon, of the Year 1646. 


—" I I Ilia 

I 

XT.—To the fame* 

1 HAD forgot to perform in my other letter what thou 
commandeft me; yet knowing the efteem thou hall for 
women of virtue and rare endowments, and with what 
plcafurc thou readeft their ftories, I fhould never fend any 
difpatch to thee wherein there is not a relation of fomc 
heroine. I will be more diligent hereafter to obferve the 
difpofition of my fuperiors, and will endeavour to pro¬ 
cure a collcAion of the lives and cf^aradlers of all the fa- 
hnous women that have been recorded in hiftory. In<he 
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mean while, hear what the French fay of Chriftina Qwea 
of Swcdeland, of whom thou requireft a defeription. 

She is the only daughter of GuA.avus Adolphus, the 
moft victorious prince that ever governed that nation, 
and one of the moll fuccefsful warnors in the world. As 
his whole life was led in the iidd, fo there he received 
an honourable death, being ilain in the battle of LiUt/.en ; 
forac fay, by the treachery of Duke Albert, who had 
in appearance deferted the emperor, and olTwred himfelf 
a volunteer to Gullavus Adolphus. 1 fomcrly mention¬ 
ed this duke, and that he was killed by a Swedilh lady. 
If the fufj^icion of the Swedes be well grounded, and 
that Duke Albert was really guilty of the murder of 
Gullavus, it may be this was. the motive which brought 
thofe Amazons into the field to revenge the death of 
their prince. But it is impoflible to be aifured of the 
ti uth among f« many different opinions. < 

When the French f^eak of Guftavus Adolphus, they 
cannot refliain their words on this fide a panegyric. They 
fay he was a prince above all praife. It is certain, his 
very enemies admired his inimitable'courage and match- 
lefs fui-tnnc. 1 have fent thee the true effigies of his 
face, wherein tluni wilt fee a moft agreeable mixture of 
majefty and benignity, creating refpcCl and love at the 
lame time in the beholders. He v^as fo familiar with 
eveiy one, as* if he had forgot himfelf, as well as he was 
a ftranger to pride. He was a great ftudent in his youth, 
and made himfelf maftcr of Latin, French, and ItaGan ; 
being alfo perfecUy flcilkd in ancient and modem hifto* 
ries. He had a wonderful faculty in difeovering im- 
poftors; a dexterous wit in time of danger and difficulty*' 
being ready at counJel,^and fwift in execution, and as 
outlining at a ftratagem as he w'as bold at an onfet. Ht 
was liberal to his officers, and to all liien of merit; but 
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a fcvcrc puni/hcrof difordfr': in bis arrr.y ; and that which 
crowned all tlie reft of his vi. luss, his piety to God was 
lingular and worthy of remark. I’hc French relate a 
memorable faying of this king, when he wan once in his 
camp before Wciten, lie had been foh'iary in the ca¬ 
binet of his pavilion foine hours together, j^nd none of 
his attendants durft interrupt lu’in ; till at lengtli a fa¬ 
vourite of liis, havin^r funic important mqittcr to tell liim, 
came foftly to the dour, and looking in, beJicld the king 
very devoutly on his knees at praycis. Fearing to moled 
him in that facred cxcrcife, he was about to withdraw bis 
head, when the king fpied him, and bid him^ome in, 
faying unto him, “ Thou wondcrell to fee me in this 
podure, lince 1 have fo many thoufands of fubjetSls to 
pray for me. But 1 tell thee, that no man has more 
seed to pray for himfelf, than he, who being to render an 
account of his anions to nunc but Gcd, is for that rea^ 
foil more clofcly alTaultcd by the {Icvil, than all other 
men befide.** 

Gudavus was bom in the year iJiJ.], at wbLh tin’c 
they fay, a comet was feen in the hum of a fword, wit!' 
its point dircdled toward Geimany, which the afirologcrs 
of thofe times interpreted as a prefage of lliat king's 
w^'ke genius, and of his future conqucfls in tlic em¬ 
pire. He came to the government before he had feen 
full feventcen winters, and was cut off in the eight-aod* 
thirtieth year of his age. 

It is foid, that a few days before his death, when his 
foldiere received him with infinite acclamations, and all 
the marks of an unufual and intemperate joy, he feemed 
to be troubled at it, faying, ** That he took that excef- 
iive demondration of his foldiers •loije> for an omen of 
f&.ne approaching dlfafteri and that he was afiiired G<»d 
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would, by tciking him away, teach them, that there is 
no confidence to be rcpofed in any mortal. 

After the death of Guftavus, the dates of the king¬ 
dom alTembling, proclaimed Chriftiiia queen, and during 
her minority committed her to the tutelage of five prin¬ 
cipal officers of the kingdom, who alfo took on them 
the whole care of the commonwealth. 

Slie is perfeA in feven languages, well verfed in an> 
cient and modern philofophy, and a complete hiftorian. 
In fine, file has acquired the title of the mod learned 
piincefs of her time^ ^ 

She isaof a graceful and majeftic afped, has a piercing 
eye, wears part of her hair loofe about her temples, and 
flowing Kfovvn in curls to her fiioulders; the red braided 
up behind in form of a wreath. Thus is file reprefented 
by htT picture, which I have fecn itt a gallery of Car¬ 
dinal Mazarini’s palace, who proftlTcs a great vcncratioi^ 
for this queen. Ccidd 1 have purchafed her portraiture, 
as I did her father’s, 1 would have {ent it thee ; but all 
the pencils in Palis arc hardly fufficient to fujiply the 
rlofcts rrd >»alkries of the nobles with this admired fi« 

I j 

She is lierome the idol of ine I‘’»'ench. 

Many great matches have been offc.t-d her, but (he re- 
^ tufes all, eitlier for reafon of Hate, or diilike of the 
perfons, or an averfion the has for a married life ; or 
through oppofition of her nobles, who frem to covet to 
be governed by a maiilcn queen. Soon after her fathci’s 
rkath, the King of Denmark attempted to make her his 
wife ; but his addrefs. u'as, abruptly rejected. 

No betti’i encouragement did the King of Poland 
lately meet with, who twice folicited the ^me thing for 
liimfelf, and was aas -often rejnilicd. But this, it is 
1 bought, proceeded from fome poliric reafons, he beiHg 
defccr.dcd of Sigifmund, a former abdicated king of 
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Sweden ; all whofe pofterity arc for ever excluded from 
enjoying the Swedifh crown by a law. ' 

Tbe Englifh alfo gloried in a virgin queen the lafr 
age; her name was EUzubttht whom thou canft not but 
have heard of. She was the daughter of Henry VIII. 
king of that nation. She was a princefs of an extraor¬ 
dinary geniiiSy remarkable for her wit and learning. It 
was one of her /ubje^s, who the lirft of all mortals fail¬ 
ed round the globe; and by his fortunate fetvice, (he 
vanqui(hed*the reputed invincible Armada of Spain. She 
governed her kingdom with fuch exquifite conduft, as 
made the greatcll potentates revere her wifddm. It is 
to her bounty the United Provinces owe the rife of their 
prefeiit grandeur and riches; when they addivlTed this 
potent queen in form of humble fuppliants, intitling 
themfelves, “ The Poor Diltrefled States.*' But now 
they are high and mighty, p'lfliing fjr an equality with 
fovercign princes. ** 

1 cannot coinprife in a letter all that may be faid of 
this great queen. Befides, hiflorians vary in her cha¬ 
racter. Thofe that fpeak moll impartially, fay, that flie 
had extraordinary virtues, yet was not free from great 
irices. We mull not cxpcdl in any mortal a temper ex¬ 
empt from the common malcdidlion, much lefs in that 
fex, whofe natural weaknefs claims our indulgence and 
excufe. It is admirable to fee or hear of a female, whofe 
adive foul can difengage itfelf from the common frail¬ 
ties of women, and perform things fcarce below the 
power of mafeuline virtuc- 

If thou thinkeil my letter too tedious, accufe tliyfelf 
for commandng me to write of perfons whofe uncom¬ 
mon gifts and tranfeendent virtues* the moll accurate 
Ivorians can but render in epitomci and the mod dur- 
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able records of fame will injure, in not being capable to 
tranfmit tlu||||||p eternity. 

We ougn^ot to contemn the excellencies of the Na- 
aarenes, who, though Ihey are unhappy in not ^know- 
ing the Alcoran, yet they have a law engraven on their 
hearts, which, if they obferve, they lhall be in the num¬ 
ber of the blefled. 

1 am no ftranger to thy moderation and juftice, being 
fully latislied that thou honoureft virtue, even in the moll 
prejudifed enemy oj^ our holy profcilioa. Let the furio- 
fos among the muflulmans or Chrillians fay tlieir plea- 
fure ; thou and I lhall be conformable to our holy law¬ 
giver, in believing, that the innocent and good of all re¬ 
ligions lhall have no rcafon to tremble at the fecond found 
of the trumpet. 

Paris, 17th of the 8th Moon, of the Year 1646. 


XU.—To the Sflictar Ac a, or Sword-Bearer to the 

Grand Sijnior, 


HThb Duke of Orleans is newly returned from the cam¬ 
paign in Flanders. He feems to be either tired with the 
fatigues of war, or at leaft to be fatished with his ex¬ 
ploits this fummer. 

After the conquell of Courtray, of which thou haft 
heard in the divan, this prince marched diredUy to Ber- 
gues, which he took after a liege of iix days ; then being 
joined by the Duke of Enguien’s forces, he laydown be¬ 
fore Mardyke. This town had been in the Spaniards 
poircflion ever lince Iqlt winter; now it Iftld out to a mi¬ 
racle ; but after a ilout refiftance was at laft forced^ to 
fnrrendcr. There were Hain befor^ it many of the chief 
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nobility of France. The French entered it on tlie foar> 
and-twentieth of the laft moon. 

The churches here are hung with mournings and the 
cfcutcheons of the heroes who loft their lives in the bed 
of honour. The bullets, which know no difference be¬ 
tween thd noble and vulgar, feem in this baUlc to have 
been dircAed by art or envy, as if the flower of the ar¬ 
my had been culled out for marks. 

In a letter to Murat Bafla, I gave an account of a 
grievous drought and mortality in tticfe parts. Now 
Heaven feems to be pacified ; and the angel of death has 
put up his fword. Yet the fcarcity of corn, and other 
neceflaries, continues ftill; only there is plenty of wine, 
which the poor, who have moft need of it, abft^n from, 
left it fhould enrage their appetites, already fharpened 
with hunger, wbflft they have little or notliing to eat. 

Thou wilt wonder at the diet of tliofe mlferable 
wretches, whom oppreflion and po^verty lias forced to 
feed on frogs and other vermin ; yet they extol it for a 
dainty difh. Both poor and rich reckon it a feaft when 
the} can make an addition of a few tnufhroonis, which 
they commonly gather ihemfelvcs This is a vegetable, 
of which the Italian proveib fays, “ Mufhrooms, well 

pickled with fpices, may do no harm, but can do no 

* 

good/’ 

God, who has commanded us to feparate the clean from 
the imjiure, and has taught us what wc may eat without 
pollution, grant, that we may not, either through neceih- 
ty, or to indulge our appetites, tafte ^of ‘any thing wliich 
has in it the Icaft of the feven malcdidfions. 

r 

Pans, X4th of t^e 9th Moon, of the Year 1646 
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XIII.— 7*0 Abubechir Hali, Merchant tn AUppOm 

7hou telleft me a tragical ftoiy of one of thy,;srive8, 
that (he is become a fugitive, and gone away with thy 
Have Lorenzo, whom 1 remember to ha e feen at thy 
houfe at Conftaniinople. Either thou wert too unkind to 
them botli, or gaveft them both too much liberty: which- 
foever of thefe ways thou hail exceeded, thou art in the 
fault. Too great an indulgence, either to a wife or a 
fervaiil, makes them prefumptiious; and too 'great feve* 

11 ty hardens them to defpair. However, Ance it is fo, I ^ 
advifo thee to comfort thyfelf with this thought, that 
thou ait*rid of two evils. Had they proved faithfulp 
they would not have meiited that title ; but now they 
are ntltl^br wouhy of thy grief, nor of thy revenge. 

Blit if thou art-refolved to piirfue them, alk not my 
coutifel or afliftance in this place, where 1 fhotdd have as 
madi leaioR to apprehend danger as they. It is true 1 
know thy Have ; bnt*wcre 1 to meet him in the ftreets of 
this city, I Ihould be very unwilling, by difeovering him, 
to be made known myfelf. BeAdes,thy palOon has made 
thee forget that the Nazarenes would commend his wit, 
and rejoice in his fortune, who being a Have to one 
whom they elleem an inhdel, has now, by his wife con- 
^du6l, purchafed both his liberty and a beautiful mate, 
with no fmaU treafute. 

1 rather advife thee to apply thyfelf to Jafmir Sgire 
Riiglal, the little aftrologer in Aleppo, who perhaps may 
teU thee fome news of them. There is not a ftar in the 
eighth fphere can Air without his bang privy to it; and 
he pretends to behold in their motions whatever is dooe 
on earth. • 

^ But to be ferious, Ihy flave was an ungrateful fellqpr 
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thus to abufe all tliy favours. Thou hadfl made him m 
a manner matter of aU thy riches^ only referving tliy 
wives to thyfelf; and if the defire of liberty tempted 
him to cfcape, he ought in juttice to have facrificed his 
lutt to the regards he owed thee. But every flave is not 
a Jofeph. Lorenzo’s villany puts me in mind of the con¬ 
tinence of an Italian marquis. 

This young lord fell in love with a duchefs of Angular 
beauty, but knew not how to make her fenAble of it. At 
length fortune tttvoured him with an opportunity beyond 
his expe^tion. One evening, as he retunied from hawk¬ 
ing, he patted through the Adds of that duchefs, bor¬ 
dering on the palace. The duke her hulbaiftl and (he 
were walking together as the young loid came by. The 
duke feeing his train, and what game they had been at, 
afkcd him fume queftions concerning their fport, and be¬ 
ing of an hofpitable difpoAtion, invited him into his 
palace to take a collation. Nothing could be more a- 
greeable to the young lover. He accepted the offer; 
and here commenced an acquaintance which made way iu 
time for an attignation between the duchefs and him. 
He was let into the gardens one night, and fo conduced 
privately to her chamber, where flic lay ready in bed to 
receive him. After feme compliments, the duchefs faid, 
** My lord, you are obliged to my huiband for this fac 
▼our, who, as foon as you were gone from our houfe, the 
firfl: time we faw you, gave you fuch commendations as 
made me conceive an immediate pattion for you.”-—*' Is 
it true, Madam ? (replied the young lover, already half 
undrefled), then far be it from me to be fo ungrateful to 
my friend'^” With that he put on his garments again, 
and took hi8*icave. 

V But it cannot be expeded that fo much virtue fliould 
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be found in a dave. 1 would not have thee vex thyfelf 
Ibr what cannot be recovered. Adieu. 

Paris, 14th of the ptb Moon, of the Year 1646. 


XIV.—7b SoLYMAN his Cou/tn* 

I CANNOT approve thy fingulaiity, in preferibing to thy- 
felf a rule of life different from that whereio-thou wert 
educated, and from the laudable manners of all true be<* 
lievers. Thou haft not done well in deferring the public 
congregafions of the faithful, to follow the fupcrilitiona 
of new upftart fedls, who, whilft they profefs greater 
purity than orheis, do fecielly undermine the credit of 
our holy lawgiver, reproach all the mulTulmans through¬ 
out the world, and introduce liberlinifin, and a contempt 
of the majefly which capnot behold uncleannefb. i 
Are they wifer thdli their fathers, who for fo many 
ages have obeyed the facred traditions ? Or will they pre¬ 
tend to cori’dA tin- meifenger of God ? He commanded 
Ub to obferve the purifications taught by the angel.— 
Whence do thefe innovators derive their new-founded au¬ 
thority of difpeiifing with the pofitive iiijundlons of Hea- 
‘ven ? Will they cuter into the blafphemy of the infidds, 
and fay, the Prophet was a feducer, and that the Alco¬ 
ran is but a coUedlion of fables ? If they believe the 
pages replenifhcd with truth and reafoii, why do they 
feck to retrench the divine contmandmciiis, and traverfc 
the law traiifpurted from Heaven ? Is it an argument of 
their piety, that they carve out to thcmfelves %:h a reli¬ 
gion as fuits with tlulr licentious fpirits ? Nand that they 
pick and choose fuch precepts as indulge them moll in.a 
carelefs life ? Is this to be muffulmijis, that is, rcfigncd, 
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•when they will not obey the fovereign lawgiver of heaven 
and earth) but upon their own eonditlons ? Couiin, 1 
counfel thee to beware of thefe fchifmatics, who, by 
breaking the union of the true believers, fecretly oppole 
the eternal unity itfelf, on which our mighty empire u 
founded, and reds. 

I am obliged to the pod, who waits at my door till I 
have finlAied my difpatcbcs ; therefore 1 cannot now an- 
fwer thy letter at large: another time expert a more am¬ 
ple cxpoftulation. Meanwhile, 1 advife thee to return 
to the prance from which thou art fallen : Go to the 
aiTemblies of thofe who pour out dejout orifons : keep a 
clean Ikin, and a pure heart, and make not thyftlf a com¬ 
panion of fwine. 


Paris, 24ih of the loth Moon, of the Year 


XV .—To Hasuauar Bassy, CUtf Treafurer to the 

Grand Sigmor. 

T HI 8 day Paris makes a Hgurc like ancient Rome, when 
that miftrefs of the world honoured her generals with 
public triumphs, at their return from the conquered na¬ 
tions. The ilreets arc hung with tapeftry, and ftreweef 
with laurels; the {hops are fhut up; the young men and 
Tirgins are clothed in their heft array ; they vqj^k up and 
down in conlbrts, finging the Duke of Enguien’s praife; 
whilft the old and dccrcpid fit at their doors to fee the 
hero make his entry, and rehearfe the memoirs of their 
former years. With tears of joy they heap blelfings on 
the vicarious youth, as he rides along ; and, throwing 
their age and*crutche8 by for a w^hil^jthey confccratc the 
asft of Ihe ^7 to the pubUc jubilee. 
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Wouldft thou know the occaQon of all this joy ? It ii 
to welcome this prince home from the fuccefaful toils of 
war; for, let his courage and condii 6 ^ be what it will, if 
he had made a fruitkfs campaign, his entertainment had 
been different: but Fortune has been propitious to him; 
and the happy event of his arms crowns him with glory. 

After the departure of the Duke of Orleans fit>m the 
camp, the command of the Whole army devolved on this 
general, whofc Aery genius would not let him reft, till he 
Hhd done fomething worthy of the charaSer he aimed 
at. 

Ills firfl attempt was on a place of no great ftrength, 
culled I^rnes, which he took with eafe. Then he marcb- 
(d to Dunkirk, one of the ftrongeft towns in Europe. 
Therc^was in it at that time agarrifon of five-and-twenty 
bundled foot, and three hundred hurlc, commanded by a 
nobleman of great valour; 1 think they call him the 
Marquis dc Lcide. This governor did fo many bnave 
things ill defence of this place, as even furpafled his own 
fame, and the expectations of others, though both were' 
very great. Yet, at length, he was forced to yidld^to' 
the courage and fortune of the young duke, and that at 
a time wiicn the other Spanifh generals were coining to 
his relief. The town was furrendered on the 7 th of this 
moon; and the duke, having left the necelfary commandlB 
to the n^refchals his lieutenants, is come home to receive 
the acciRiatians of the people, the honour of a public 
triumph, and the particular carefTes of the king, and the 
whole couit. Amidft all this appkufe and glory, he muft 
be content to ftand the ffaock of envy, which always 
deavouTS to leffen the reputation of the brave and hew 
roic. • 

As for Mahmht, *he neither envies nor admires ^the 
fading honours of mort^ity; knowing, that whe& a man 
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18 on the highefl; pinnacle of human gloiy, he ftands 
uneafy, nor can be defcend from thence but by a pre¬ 
cipice. 

Paris, 24th uf the xoth Moon, of the Year 1546. 


XVI .—To Ibrahim Hali Cmeik, a Mm of the La^, 

If it be a Agn of a AouriAiing date when vices are fup- 
preifed, one would prefage, that Paris is in a thriviftg 
condition. The governor of this city has newly publifh* 
rd an edift, forbidding all Hews and brothel-lioufcs, un¬ 
der fevere penalties, baniAiing all ballots, and fubh aj, by 
the toleration of the government, have hitlurto made a 
proftAlon of whoiedom, getting a livelihood by debauch' 
ing the youth of the city. This appears a great novwlty 
to the French, who in this matter have been permitted 
all along to live in an unbi idled licentionfaefs. 'I’he Ic’tder 
fort exclaim with open mouth againflthii nuft arguable ri¬ 
gour (as they call’t), and thofc who are dfiiamcd to ap- 
' f>ear public advocates for harlots, yet privately murmur 
agoinil their fuperioi's, for rctreneluiig a liberty, without 
which, they fay, their lives woidJ be uncomfortable. 

They give a very favourable chaiailerof a whore, call¬ 
ing her, “ A certain kind creature, born to mitigate the ■ 
labours and foften the cares of human life.'* T^y plead, 
that fuch women are ncccflkry members of a^mmou- 
wealth; whilft, with their carcAcs, they reftraiu libidi¬ 
nous youth from falling into greater enormities: That 
the Aate receives no fmall proAt from the tribute which 
is levied on thefe houfes of pleafurc ; and that theitfore 
they have been, and arc permitted in all counti ics : That 
the Holy Father himfclf tolerates an fnlluitc number of 
thciu in Rome, whick ncvctthclefs has acquired the titl<' 
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of the Holy City: That all the princes in Italy have 
followed his example, there being no other way to pre¬ 
vent adulteries, incefts, and the vice which ought not to 
be named: That the date regarded not the morality or 
immorality of mens aftions, any farther than they tended 
to the public welfare: And, in Fine, that fo vaft a num¬ 
ber of priefts, and religious, ferved for no other end but 
to atone by their facrlAces, prayers, alms, and fadings, 
for the iins of the people. 

Thefe are the difcourfes of fuch as patronife the 
corruption of government, and are unwilling to be wean¬ 
ed from a wlckedncfs, eftabliflied by immemorial cu- 
ftom in '^he city. But thofe who clierifh an efteem for 
virtue, and an incorrupt life, applaud the wifdom and re- 
folutiotj of the magiflrate, faying, that he deferves a fta- 
tue to be erected to his memory, who firlt had the cou¬ 
rage to check this popular evil, and introduce an inte¬ 
grity of manners. ‘ 

I, who was bred*in the profefliori of purity, and the 
law which admits no pollution, cannot but acquiefee to 
the fentiinents of the latter; our holy lawgiver having 
exprefsly forbidden |jiie praiStlce of uncleannefs and for¬ 
nication with ftrangers, and women that proditute them- 
« felyes to all lover|; it being fufHcicnt, that to gratify hu- 
• man pal&on, and to fwcettn the toils of life, he has 
indulged us the ufe of four wives, and as many other 
females S wc can purchafe, cither by the fword or mo¬ 
ney. 

Adieu, fage Cheik; and, if 1 have interrupted thy 
more important dudles with fo trivial a fubjeft, believe, 
that it is for want of a proper occadon to dgnify to thee 
how much thou art in my thoughts ; an^ that 1 would 
not have our frienddup die through too long lllencc. ^ 

Paris, 24th of the loth Moon, of the fear 1646. 
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XVII .—To Mustapha, Bqjfa of SUiftrla, 

The fortune of war has ravIHied Afac from the Grand 
Signior, but has not robbed thee of the glory thou ac- 
quiredit three years ago in the conquefl of that city, nor 
fullied thy prefent arms with any marks of difgrace, that 
were of late fo vigcroufly employed to relieve it. Had 
the Mufoovites performed the lame part, when thou didll 
encircle that nclt of pirates itli the Ottoman forces, as 
they have now done, the Coflacks would not then fo 
tamely have abandoned their native feat, and left the 
charaAers of their defpalr impriulcd in the ruins of their 
habitations. The proteiStion of that potent \:rown has 
given them new vigour; and it is to the valorr of thofc 
northern favages tliey owe the liberty they now enjoy, to 
fit by their own fires. 

The Mufeovites arc a fierce and \nr!ikc nation, inur¬ 
ed to hardfhips from the womb. The midv^ives plunge 
the new bom infants in cold water f and if they outlive 
not that trial, the mother thinks her child not worth a 
tear. The women have no partial tendernefles for their 
babes, but cherifli all for the fciirice of their country; 
they teach them when young, to roll in fnow, and bathe 
themfelves in ice diflblved to water; tjey make them fa¬ 
miliar with the extremities of heat aod cold, hungecy 
thirft and labour, that when they come of age, and can 
bear arms, they may go boldly to the wars, and bravely 
throw their lives away to ferve the public good. In this 
they feem to revive the wifdom of the ancient Spartans, 
who gloried in nothing fo much as in educating their 
youth hardy, and free from the effeminate foftneffes of 
other nations!* They efteemed infancy and youth the 
fnring-time of good manners, wben*virtue is in the blof* 
fom; If that be Dipped or IJaftcd, the fiuit muft prove 
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abortive and unprofitable; therefore they took care to 
feafou their early years v/ith wholefomc inftrufUons, and 
mafcuh'iie exercifes. 

Who among the warlike Ofmans docs not laugh at 
the unmanly education of the Ferfian Sophis, who being 
for fo many years confined to the company and difei- 
pline of females, feem fitter to be made overfeers of a 
nurfery, than to afeend a throne. 

But thou wilt fay, I lake large leaps from- the north 
of Europe to one of the moft fouthern trails in Afia. I 
was diCcourfing of the Mufeovites, and the afiiftance they 
afforded t^c Coffacks in recovering Afac; I paffed from 
thence to the manner of their education; Permit me now 
to divert thee with fomething peculiar and uncommon, in 
the chaA^ter of the Ruffian women. I am acquainted 
with a gentleman in this city, who has travelled through 
all that part of Europe, and refided fome years at Mof- 
cow* He fays, the B-uffian wives think themfelves not 
beloved by their hulbands, unlcfs they beat them every 
day. They take his corrtAion as a mark of his favour 
and eilceni. If thefe fdly females are angry or peeviflt, 
he has no other way to ct;urt them into a better humour, 
but by ftripes. This is the only convincing argument of 
his fovercignty over them, the demonftration of his man* 
hood, the charm which faftens both their love and obe- 
dieuce. 

He highly applauds the abfolute refignation which the 
people fhovv to their great duke, in that they pretend not 
to poflefs their ellates and .lives, but through his favour, 
and^ during his plsafure. He fays, the fucdl^llpn of the 
Czars, or great dukes of Rulfia, was in former times de¬ 
termined after this niiinncr: A great ftone was placed in 
a Urge field belonging to the city Mofeow: Wheff 
aiiy Czar died, his fons, or the next of kin, were condu^- 
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cd into tbis field, and placed all at an equal diftance from 
the (tone; then, at a certain fignal given, they all ran to¬ 
gether toward it; and he that firft reached it, fo as to 
ftand on the top of it, was eftabliihed in the throne. 

The reverence which thefe people pay to their prince, 
may in part be aferibed to his feldom appearing in per- 
fon to them, and then furrounded with his boyars or no¬ 
bles, in the moft magnificent equipage that can be fup- 
pofed proper to ftrike a terror and awe into his fubje^s, 
and cauTe them to, honour him as little lefs than a god. 
The eyes of the vulgar arc dazzled with fo many fplen- 
dours of filver, gold and jewels; and wheq the great 
duke makes his folemn appearance, or cavalcade, they are 
almoil ready to think, that heaven has defeended to 
earth, to do them the honour of a vifit. Thefe are the 
arts of Rulliau policy, by which fuch an infinite number 
of people are charmed into an obedience to the fovereign. 
Doubllcfa tlie majefty of a king Receives no fmall lullre 
iiom external urnrirueiit«, the multitude being captivated 
with whatfoever is gay and glittering. Yet our glrrious 
Sultans fcorn to borrow advantage from, or owe their 
grandeur to any thing but tlieir exalted blood, and fu- 
blime, innate virtues. 

But every nation have their peculiar cufioms, and 
ftin£t reafons of ftatc. The conftitution of all govern¬ 
ments is not alike. 'J’'he model of Lacedemonian policy 
would fuit ill with Athens. 

Thou whofe education was in the royal Seraglio of the 
Ofman emperors, that haft been inftru£ted to imitate the 
bee, whipliSfucks honey from every flower; thou^that 
knoweft how to make a choice of good examples, and to 
reje^k the ill; pra£Uce the valour qf one nation, the pru- 
Mence of another, |he frugality of a third; fo flialt thou 
be confummate in virtue, and acquit thyfelf a good general. 

Paris, jjth of the iith Moon, of the Year 
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XVIII .—To SoLYMAM, Kyzlaj Aga, Chief of the 

Black Eunuchs* 

Jam juft now returned to my chamber, from the palace 
of the king. As I paCTed along the ilreets, I faw in every 
face the ftgnatiites of a profound forruw, which feems to 
have diffufed itfelf over their whole bodies j for both the 
court and city have put on mourning for the death of 
Henry Bourbon, late prince of Conde. ** 

He was not full fizty years of age, when he left this 
vifible world to be new-born in a region utterly unknown 
to mortah» The French, not without reafon, lament the 
lofs of a man, who, to fpeak the leaft of him, buoyed iq» 
the domcftlc intereft of this kingdom, which feemed o- 
therwife**incliiiing to totter. He was the balance which 
poifed the different paftioiis of the court and city, by his 
prudence and juiUcc calming both into a peaceable medi* 
ocrity. • 

He was born fome moons after his father’s death, 
whom the moft execrable method of murdering would not 
fuffer to fpin out thofe years which nature would have in¬ 
dulged him, being fnatched away by poifon. 

Henry IV. fo long as he remained without iffue, fixed 
|}is eyes on this pofthitmous young prince, and gave him 
an education fuitablc to one whom fate had defigned to 
be the heir of the crown. Yet afterwards jealoufy cool¬ 
ed liis affedion, wli«^n the prince had married Charlotte > 
the duke of Montraorency’s daughter, whom Henry IV. 
loved to a degree of paflioi). 

It is dangerous to have a fovereign prince one’s rival 
in love. That matph had well nigh ruin^ the young 
prince of Conde. He •was forced to fly into Holland 
with his princefs, and make that prg^vince the fan£tuar^ 
of her honour. From thence he travelled through Ger- 
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many^ and returned not to France til! after the murder 
of Henry IV. 

During the minority of Lewis XIII. he headed the 
fedtionsy affe^ng to become popular. Were it not for 
this ambition, his life had been without blemi(h, and he 
might have blown out Diogenes’s mid>day • candle : but 
no man is free from fault. All the difference between 
the virtuous and vicious conilfts in this, that one commits 
fewer crimes than the other, and thofe not by intention 
•r habit, but through the infuperable prodivity of na¬ 
ture. Every man has his genial vices, his conftitutional 
errors; and, though he may appear a faint iit all things 
clfe, yet in thefe he will (till be a /inner. 

He fuifered five years imprifonment in the Baflile, 
which is a place put to the fame ufe as the Caille of the 
Seven Towers in Coniiantinople. The princefs his wife 
was his companion all the time, and fhared in his misfor¬ 
tunes as well as his profpenty. r 

During that tedious confinement, he became father of 
a daughter, who was afteiwaids married to the Duke of 
Lougueville ; and, when he was fet at liberty, he begot 
the Duke of Enguien, now Prince of Conde, and the 
Prince of Conti. 

The French fpeak well of the departed prince. He 
was of a lively fpirit, cheerful and affable in converfalion, 
mixing daily recreations with his fevercr buflnefs, regu¬ 
larly obferving otder in all his affaiis. Yet they fay he 
was covetous, having heaped up great treafures by a par¬ 
simony which none of lliat blood had ever before prac- 
tifed. 

On his deatli-bcd, he recommciulcd two things to the 
pratSUce of h'is fon, the Duke of F.nguicn, “ Never to re¬ 
venge a private injury and, “ ficcly to hai.ird hisiire 
for the public good.” 
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I chofc to tranfmit to thee the news of'this priace’s 
dealhf wttli this brief account of bis life, and charafler of 
Ills difpolition, ill regard thou haft feen him in Ger> 
mail/, and I remember to ha\e licard thee fpeak iii his 
praife. 

Cviiiiiiiue to love Mahmu!, who is never forgetful to- 
oblige hin friends. 

Paris, ijih of the Ilth Moon, of the Year 1^46. 


XIX.—7*0 tlfe Kaimacham. 

I * * 

T'iie pofts from Catalonia came in laft night laden with' 
ill newg from the army, which lus been forced to decamp 
from beftye Ijcrida, leaving the guMteft part of their ar- 
tiilciy to the Spaniards. That pl.icc vva& always fatal to'' 
the French; \ et the pailion of the court vents itfelf 
on llic Count de Il.trcouit, bccaufc be could not reverfc 
the dcci'tcs of tklliny. All his former meritorious ac- 
tio i3 feem now to be cancelled by this one difgrace, 
though it was una\ widable ; fo peevilh are princes when 
tlulr expcilations f,ic cioiTcd. Some fufpeft him guilty 
of private correfpondeiicc; oihtrs t:.x hiiii with cowar¬ 
dice. All this is during the he.it of their refentments: 
thfe fame perfons, it may be, will change tTitir cenfure, 
when they coniider that he had lain l>efore it feven 
moons, even till the trenches of his camp were filled 
with fnow, and that his foldicrs died of famine or cold ; 
for the winter began to be infiipportablc, and the coun 
try was barren of all things heceffary to fuftain fiich an 
army. 1 cannot fee wherein this general deferves re¬ 
proach, unlcfa it be a crime to be a man, ^d to hare 
the command ot fuch as aie made of flefli and blood as 
well as he. 
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la Italy the French have taken Piombino and Poito 
Longone. This latter is the mod important town in the 
Ide of Elbe, yet was not able to fudain above nineteen 
days fiege. 

They fay there Is a fountain in this idand whofe wa¬ 
ters dow at the fun-rifing, but in the evening arc dried 
up. The fuperditious have odd conceits of this fountain, 
relidiing of the ancient pagan vanities; but the learned 
attribute it to natural caiifes. So the Jews tell of a ri¬ 
ver in the ead that dands dill on the feventh day of the 
week. I^liis they adduce as a condrmatiun of their law, 
which commands them to red from labours on the fe- 
venth day, bccaufe on that day God reded from forming 
the creatures of the world. They fay allb, that the fa- 
tyrs and other monders of the defart diuii the light of 
the fun that day, hiding ihcmfelvea in caverns of the 
earth, and curling the Sabbath, bccaufe it fiiiprifcd God 
before he had quite finiflicd their forms; for which rca- 
foii they are imperfcA and mondrous to this day. 

The Divine Unity, who is the root of all numbers, 
and has confecrated the number fcvcii to many myderious 
ends, grant, that neither thou nor I may forget the an- 
fwers we mud give to the feven quedloiib of the porter of 
paradife. 

s I 

Paris, ytli of the lath Moon, of the Year 1646. 


XX .—To Baja/et, of Greece, 

It appears to me by evident fymptoms, that there is 
fome deep delign a-foot in this court. The grandees af- 
femble often, and fit late. Extraordinary couriers arc 
lient out, and come in at all hours of the night. Strawge 
reports are indudrioufly fpread about the city. Tiading 
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is at a ftand, the bankers referved, and little money ftir- 
ring, which makes the populace irturmur. They com¬ 
plain of the times, as is ufiial in public difeontents : The 
qjd difeourage and incenfc the young, by making compa- 
rifons of this age and reign with the happy days of Hen¬ 
ry the GreaU They fill their ears with golden ftorics of 
former times ; and infpiring into them a love of the pall, 
they equally introduce a hatred of the prefent govern¬ 
ment. Thefe are the common artifices of fa^yon; and 
though none appears yet under any diilinfl; name or title, 
yet It is cafy to prognofticatc from thefe preludes, that 
ere long tl\p mafic will be taken off, and fedition will fiiow 
herfclf barefaced. 

The other day a fclloi%run crying through the ftrects, 
God fav^ the king, but the devil take the Italian. He 
was followed by a few, and thofe of the moll contempt 
ible. Yet no officer or magiftrate in this city \vonld< 
caufe him to be apprehended, or attempt to fupprefs the 
mutiny he was raifing. The citizens fmiled at his bold- 
nefs, and money was brought him from unknown bands; 
The women blefled him as a prophet, and the virgins fell 
down before the altars on his behalf; the temples were 
crowded w'itli votaries, or rather with the faiitors of this 
new fedition j as if they flrove to draw their gods into 
the cabal, and would make heaven itfclf ahett their tu¬ 
mults. His trail! increafed as he meafured the ftrects ; 
till at length he was feized by the royal guards, the rab¬ 
ble dlfpcrfcd, and all things reftored to quiet. That 
night a double watch was kept throughout the city; the 
fellow was ftridly examined, and put to the rack ; yet 
no confelfion could be extorted from him, fave, ** That 
the public good induced him to take this courfc; that 
ihc'tyranny and oppreffion which Caf^inal Mazarini ex- 
creifed were infupportable; and that he was ready to fa- 



>44 


LETTERS WRITTEN BT 


Voh IIL 


crifice Ill's life for the welfare of his country.’* He is 
condemned to the galleys during his life ; and great en¬ 
deavours are ufed to find out the authors of this novelty; 
for he is looked on but as an iultrumciit fet at work by 
fome malcontents of higher quality, and the forerunner 
of fome more formidable infurredionr 

Proclamations arc iflued out to forbid all difeourfe of 
Hate matters; but the 2>eople fparc not to whiiper their 
feiitiments. * 

The young king is taken ill, which augments the pul^ 
lie jealoufy: Men Ihake their hcado, and look dejcCfed as 
they walk along the ilreets. Some menace refuge with 
their furrowed brows, others fpcak openly that the 
kingdom is fold to itrangers. general conllcrnation 
and dii'ordcr lias fei/.cd all, while their fears pronfpt them 
daily to expedl a change. To obviate the mifehiefs 
wIjJcli thofe popular palTions threaten, foldiers are drawn 
frmn divers parts of the country J^y Ma/;arliii*s order, 
and by iii^curible companies quartered up and down Pa¬ 
ris. BctVr'cen thefc and the citi/ens ilierc liappen divers 
quancls ; fi'cqucnt murders are t o.n. rutted ; while the 
jiight, v%hich covers all things with durknefs, ferves to 
fliroud their mutual ouUages .j.J [ ilv.ite revenges. Thus 
the public calamities are cheiifncd ; Vi'l.ai will be the if- 
fuc, time will evince. 

In the mean while, the afTa’is of Geiniaiiy and Swede- 
land feem to be in a fair way cf compofarf. Divers 
treaties are on foot in order to a general peace in 
Chrlllendom. The ambalTadors and deputies of the fe- 
veral contefiing crowns have frequent conferences; but 
each party Inilds fo vehemently on circumftanlials, that 
nothing but 'miitlefs demurs cqpelyde their meetings. 
k^Prance has a great Arokc in all thefe afT-^irs j and itvis 

I 



A srr AT PARIS. 


Book II. 


'45 


growu to a proverb, “ That Cardinal Mazariui carries all 
the courts of Europe in bis bofom.” # 

The Swedes treat like vidlors; and the Germans, 
though much enfeebled, yet cannot forget the majefty of 
the imperial feeptre. The Danes have an intereft to pro- 
fccute, and the Poles are not without their preteniions. 
National pride and honour have a great influence on 
thefe Clowns. But the Hollanders, like merchants, aA 
according to the rules of profit; They (land on-no punc< 
tiHos, but fucli as advance tlieir traffic, knowing that 
money is the nerves of war. In this they arc to be 
efteemed wife, their common wealth being as yet but in her 
nonage, her llrength not knit, nor flie in a capacity to 
wreftle with her potent neighbours. 

Englaffd finds bufinefs enough at home to employ botli 
iier money, wit and arms ; nor can flie be at ieifure to 
ittend to foreign tranfaflions. ‘ 

Spain ever follows the intereft of the German court, it 
being tlie unalterable maxim of the Houfe of Auftria,To 
remain united, and aggrandife itfelf. 

Italy has various intcrefts; and Venice, in particular, 
is in ftrkl: friendfliip with this court. 

Portugal is ftill upon her guard againft the reftlefs 
Spaniards; and Don Juan de Braganza makes foreign 
alliances. 

The Supreme Monarch of the vifible and iiivifible 
worlds, who fits on the throne of Adamant, under the 
covert of the eternal tree, grant, that the dillra£tions of 
thefe infidel princes and ftates may continue till the time 
appointed by fate ftiall come,vvlicrcin the faithful OCmans 

fliall poflefs the red apple. ■ 

• • 

25th of the zft Moon, of the Year 1646. 
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XXI .—To Pesteli HalI) hh Brother, 

I THOUGHT myfelf forgotten by the fon of my mother, 
who has fuffered fo many decades of moons to meafure 
out the term of his unkind filence, and of my melan¬ 
choly. It is now three years fince I heard from thee: But 
X w'ill not complain of a fault fo ingenuoufly expiated, 
though late. Thou hail made me ample amends in fend¬ 
ing me fuch an elaborate and fuccin6: hiilory of thy tra¬ 
vels ; in reading of which I know not whether my plea- 
furc or profit is greater. Thou haft fo interwoven de¬ 
lightful adventures of thy own, and pleafant ^affages of 
others, w'ith curious and folid obfervations, that a man 
improves himfelf infenfibly, whilft the charming language 
and mifcellany ferve as a fpur at once to roufe ^id fafteii 
his attention to points of moft ufeful knowledge. 

The Chriftians are apt to defpife the true believers, as 
a company of ignorant people, unacquainted with the 
world, unpoliihed both in their underftandings and man¬ 
ners, not verfed iii the liberal fciences, nor addicted to 
the ftudy of any thing but riches and honour, and how 
to augment the mulTulman empire. They coniider not 
at the fame time, that God has made us rational crea¬ 
tures as well as them, has endued us with the fame natu¬ 
ral faculties, and that in'all nations he has infpired fome 
with a third of knowledge, fumifliing them alfo with 
the abilities and means to attain it. They coniider not, 
that if printing be prohibited among us, it is to fupprefs 
ihc multitude of unprofitable-books, with which Europe 
too much abounds; and that in their ftead we have many 
thoufands o& induftrious feribes, whofe whole employ- 
^ment is to tranflate the moft excellent and learned trea- 
tiles of the anciems; and that confequcntly, a ftudibus 
Mahometan cannot be deftitutc of fuch books as may in- 
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ftrucl him in true philofopliy, found morals, and hiftory 
of the moil memorable tranfadlions in the world. Af- 
furt’dly, our Arabia may boall of her Avicens, Mefues, 
Avcirocs, Halisy and Albumazars, and that Aie has 
brought forth many others who need not, in any point 
of human or divine learning, yield the palm to the moll 
eminent do&ors, philofophers, orators, and poets among 
the Chriilians. 

Add to this the equal benefit fome of our belief reap 
by travelling into foreign countries, which crowns all 
their ftudies with experimental knowledge and wifdom ; 
rendering them as familiar with the different natures of 
men, and the various conilitutions of government, as be¬ 
fore they were with books. 

This appears evident in thy letter, which is replenifli- 
ed with fo many folid remarks, and fage comments on 
the laws and culloms of the regions through which thou 
hail paffed, their religions, flrength, and riches, and 
Avliatibevcr elfe was worthy a traveller's notice, that 
were this narrative publiflied in Chriilendom, the Naza« 
rents would foibear to fpcak fo contemptibly of the true 
believers. 

But they flatter tlicmfclvcs with a falfe notion, that 
the Ottomans never travel beyond the limits of their own 
empire, except the public Chiaufes, who arc fent by the 
Grand Signior. They are ignorant that the auguff 
Foitc maintains private agents in all nations, and that 
there is hardly any prince's court in Chriilendom with** 
out a muffulman in i: one time or other. It is true, we 
'ippear not in the garb peculiar to the £aft. Our miflioa 
requires a conformity to the fafliions of the people wheri 
we reflde. But we wil] retain the interior veftmeut of 
Mahometan purity, being in a double fenfe circumcifed? 
Thus v;e become mallei 5 of the ChriAians fecrets, whilff 
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tbfy jccount us ftnpid, ijnoiaul, auJ men void of com- 
IV,oil fcjiu;. 

I’cfidcs, had we not this advantage hi tlicfe weftern 
jiait*., yLt the uiiiveifal privilege of travelling and mahi- 
taining fieo cojrmorce overall the caft, iniift needs af- 
i'oid gieat opportuniiies of accomplirtiment. to fome, a- 
jnonjf the caiavans of fo inanv thoufands as vifit Perfia, 
India, China, Taitary, and all places where the faith of 
the miffioner of God is profellcJ. 

I am extremely pkafed witli thy fortunate cfcapes 
fiom robbers on the road, vvliofe malice rarely extends 
farther than to deprive a man of thofc outvvjard goods, 
which, if he be wife, he will not call his own. Much 
inoie am I delighted with tliy deliverance from thofc fe¬ 
male thieves, who ileal from men their hearts 'und rea- 
fon, which lall is our nobleft, and only proper inherit¬ 
ance. All Perfia and the Indies abound with courtefans; 
and he had need of Ofmin’s chaility who would wilh- 
iland fo many and llrong temptations. 

Thou needeft not wonder at the effeminacy of the 
prefent Mogul, who fuflcis himfelf and his ilatc to be 
governed by women. That fubtle and afpirlng fex have 
always fought to undermine or over-reach our race. 
They keep behind the fccncs, yet aft their paits in ajl 
the tragedies and revolutions of the world. The fa¬ 
ther of the prefent Indian King made an abfolutc refig- 
nation of his fovereignty to his queen for four.and-twcn- 
ty hours. This prince, by a ff range affc6Iatiun, called 
himfclf, King of the world. His wife w as the daughter 
of an Arabian captain, v\ lio had ferved him in the wars j 
but having forfeited his liead by fome notorious treafon, 
his daughter went and threw herfelf at the MoguPs feet 
to beg his life. Hv fell paflionately in love with her (-for 
file had not her equal for beauty in all the £aff), granted 
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her petition, and married her. Afterwards fhc got fuch 
*"an ernpiie o\cr him, tliat he would do nothing without 
her advice and confcnt. At her inlligation he made war 
or peace; and to pleafe her cruel humour, he put out 
the eyes of his eldcll: Ton. But not fatished with tliefe 
difeoveries of his love, and rcfolving to make hcrfelf 
famous by fome extraordinary aclion, flie never ccafed 
foliciting the king, with all the arts of female policy, 
till ilic had prevailed on him to furreuder upr his autho* 
rity to her for the fpace of a day ; in which time (hav> 
ing prepared all things beforehand ready for her pur* 
pofe) (hewcaufed two millions of rupees^ in filvcr and 
gold, to be coined and (lamped with the twelve (igns of 
the Zodiac, contrary to the fundamental laws of the em¬ 
pire, the exprefs prohibition of our holy Prophet, and 
the uriiverfal pra£licc of the mufliilmans throughout the 
world, who admit not the reprefentations of any crea¬ 
tures that have life. •This relation 1 had from my uncle 
Ufeph, who rclided in the Indian court eleven years. He 
added, moreover, that during this (hort female reign, (he 
cut the luads of feven gniudecs, the mod zealous for 
the niuffulmpn faith among all the Indian ptinccs, and 
edablifiied as many idolater^ in tlicir places ; and that, if 
her orders had liLen fully executed, (he had quite chan¬ 
ged the government, coid'ecratcd the mod beautiful 
iiiofqucs to the u-nice of idols, exterminated the true 
faitiiful, and itltored the aiicient abominations of the 
infidels, w hirli thou wilt not tliink impra6licable, when 
thou coilidercd that the Jiamber of the uiiciicumcifed 
iTi the Indies far exceeds that of the muffulmans, there 
being ten thoufand of thofe to an huudr|;d of fuch as 
profefs the unity of lift; nature. But however, 

tlicrc was loyalty found even among thofe Fagans j an 3 
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they would not fufFcr a blind zeal for the woiftiip of their 
gods, to fupplact the duty they owed their king. 

The defeription thou hall made of Candahar, and the 
method thou hail projc£lcd to take that impregnable city, 
difeover at once tliy condu6l and diligence, in procuring 
liberty to furvey fo narrowly the moil important place of 
the Indies, and thy llcill in fortifications, with the quick- 
nefs of thy invention, which has fuggefted to thee that 
wliich aU the engineers of Afia have never fo much as 
dreamt of. This is the right life of travelling, when a 
man returns from foreign nations cultivated with experi¬ 
mental knowledge, and flocked with improvements that 
may render him ferviceablc to his country. 

Thou condcmncll the iajufticc and avarice of^the In¬ 
dian Moguls, who, as foon as any of the Omrahs or great 
men die, caufc all his eilate and goods to be feized to 
their own proper ufe ; whereby it comes to pafs, that the 
widow and children of the deceafeu are reduced to the 
lowed condition of poverty, being many times forced to 
beg for a fubfiilence. Il ib true, this is an oppreffion 
not to be juftified, efpccially in thofe who profefs to 
believe in one God, creator of all things, the incorrupt 
judge of the univerfe. But what thinkeft thou then of 
our Sultans, who not having patience to wait till a na¬ 
tural death ihall make them heiis to the wealth of a 
baifa, generally fccure their title, and baften their pof- 
fcilion by a bow-ftring? fliefe are royal violencco, though 
the refignalion of fubjeas mall not tax them with any 
crime, who are accountable to none but God. 

It was however a notable piece of raillery, with which 
"the widow of a rich merchant reproved this unreafonablc 
cultom in the prefent Mogul; H^r huiband was an ido¬ 
later, who had heaped together an Infinite treafure by 
trading and ufury, and when he died, left her ivoi’h two 
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hundred thoufand rupees. Her fon, fome years after, 
\;Oming of age, demanded of her a ftock to fet up with 
as a merchant; which (he, either out of avarice, or for 
other ends, refufed him ; furnifhing him only with fuch 
fmall fums as ferved to nourilh his difeontent, and tempt 
him to a le^d, carelefs life. But at length, not being 
able to prevail on his mother to part with fo much as 
would anfwer his expe£Ution8, he complained to the 
Mogul, difcloling alfo what eilate his father had left. 
The Mogul being informed of fo much riches, fent for 
the young man’s mother, and commanded her to fend 
him half jier money, ordering, that the other half ihould 
be divided between hcrfcif and her fon. The widow, 
not being at all furprifed or caft down at this unjuft pro- 
pofal, ^ade the Mogul this (hort reply : ** O king, may 
the gods make thee happy ! My fon has fome rcafon to 
require his fliare of his father’s eftate, having his bl^od 
running in his veins g but I delire to know what relation 
thou art to my hufband or me, that thou claimeft a (bare 
in his inheritance.” The prince, abafhed at fo fmart and 
bold an addrefs, commanded her to give half her eftate 
to her fon, and fo difmiifed her. 

I have heard fome of our Chiaufes praife the magnifi¬ 
cence of the Mogul’s court, the infinite number of his 
attendants j but above all, they extol the inimitable gran¬ 
deur of his throne, whicli is adorned with fo many to¬ 
pazes, rubies, emeralds, pearls, and diamonds, as amount 
to thirty millions of rupees. But were it not much bet¬ 
ter, if, inftead of all this necdlefs glory, he could boaft, 
that his empire is founded in the hearts of his fubje 61 s ? 
He docs not confider, that fuch prodigious heaps of en« 
vied treafure are but# fo many glittering fnarcs, golden 
fhtinacles, whicli ferve for no other ufe but to chain* Mm 

a 4 



151 


LETTERS WRITTEN BY Vol. II!. 


up from that freedom, and thofe more innocent delights, 
that the meaneft of his fubjefts enjoy. 

Thou haft, 1 perceive, difcourfed with the Indian Bra- 
mins ; Doft not thou difcovei, even in thefe idolaters, a 
contempt of riches ? What mean thoughts have they of 
the fplendour and gaieties of the court i What a low 
efteem of the long and proud feries of titles with which 
the Moguls endeavour to exalt themfelves ? Whilft they 
are called the lights of the world, and companions of 
the fun, thefe poor philofophers know, that in a little 
lime they (hall be laid in darknefs, and have no bet¬ 
ter fociety than that of worms. What fignifies their pe¬ 
digree, or, that the prcfent Mogul is but the tenth de- 
fcendant from the mighty Tamerlane, who made all Afla 
tremble, if he has loft the virtue of his glorious ai:ceftor ? 
It is that alone makes all men truly noble. 

Thou telleft me, that the empire of the Mogul af¬ 
fords him more revenues than the dominions of any two 
the moft potent monarchs on earth. I have heard as 
much from others, which convinces me, that thou haft 
informed thyfelf rightly of the prcfent ftatc of the In¬ 
dies. But doft thou therefore efteem this monarch the 
richer ? Conftder tjie vaft extent of his dominions, which 
are faid to contain more than fix hundred leagues in 
length, and thou wilt find, that to maintain fo great a 
track of ground, botli againft his frreign and doincftic 
enemies, he is obliged to keep iii conftant pay ioine mil¬ 
lions of his fubjed^a and ftrangers ; for he is in the midll 
of enemies, even among his own fubjefts. Tliere aie 
above an hundred fovcreigiis in his empire, who perpe¬ 
tually by turns moleft his goveininent, refufing to pay 
tribute, and raifiug armies againft Jiim; whereby it comos 
to pafs, that he is ar an infinite cxpence to defend hiiti- 
felf, and carrv on thofe endlefs wars ; thou ih\felf liav- 
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log obfcn’ci, that once in two moons there is an indif*^ 
pairiable neccllity of paying thcfe prodigious armies, not 
a foldicr throughout his empire having any thing to live 
on, fave the wages he receives of the king. 

ConlidN^r alfo, that th;*; monarch always keeps fome 
thoiifands of the Hncil hoifcb in the world near his per- 
fon, inch as coH lirin thoufands of rupees a-piecc, be* 
tides a thoufaiid elephantr, with an ii:';rcdible number of 
mules, camels, a'ld ether bcafts of burden, to carry liis 
wives, his goods, and proviiions, when he tAkes the field; 
that whole cities, even aj large as Conilantinople, are 
obliged to^follow the king^s camp for iubfillence, their 
livelihood altogether depei’.ding on the army. Add to 
this, the immenfe charges ef his feraglio, Iris caftles and 
Jea-porUtowns, with all tlic other necelFary expenccs of 
tiie Hate, and thou wilt conclude, that when this poten¬ 
tate comes to call up iri^ accounts, he will find himfclf a 
poor man. ^ 

But I thali cloy thee with a rehearfal of fuch things as 
thou canit not be a Itranger to. 

Only tell me, whether one of the raias or princes fub- 
jc6l to the Mogul, be the real defeendant of Porus, the 
ancient king of India, in the time of Alexander the 
Great ? 1 have been told by feveral travellers, that there 
is fuch an one, that his name is Rana, and that an hun¬ 
dred of the idolatrous princes pay homage to him, as to 
their natural fovereign. 

Thou confinneit the truth of what has been fo often 
reported in thefe parts, tliat tlie pi ince of Java has fix 
fingers on each hand, and as many toes on his feet. 

But that feems very llrange which thou relatci)| of a * 
certain language among the Indians, wUit’h is not vul- 
gArlv fpoken ; but that all their books of theology, and 
pundects of theit laws, tue records ol their nation, and 
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the treatifcs of human arts and fciences, arc written in 
it; and that this language is taught in their fchools, col» 
legeSf and academies, even as Latin is among the Chrif- 
tians. I cannot enough admire at this; for where and 
when was this language fpoken ? How came it to be dif- 
iifed ? There feems to be a myftery in it, that none of 
their Bramins can give any other account of this, fave, 
that it is the language wherein God gave to the firft 
creature he made the four books of the law, which, ac¬ 
cording to their chronology, was above thirty millions of 
years ago. I tcU thee, iny dear brother, this nev^ s has 
ilartcd fome odd notions In niv U'.ind ; for when 1 con- 

•' I 

iider, that this language, as thou fayelV, has nothing in 
it common with the Indian that is now fpoken, nor with 
any other language of Afia, or of the world, «and yet 
that it is a copious and regular language, learned by 
grammar, like the other maternal languages, and that, 
in this uhfolctc language, books ate written, wherein it 
is aiferted, that the world is fo many millions of years 
old; I could almoil turn Pylhagoreau, and believe the 
world to be within a minute of eternal. And where 
would be the abfuidity ? fince God had equally the fame 
infinite power, wifdom and goodnefs, from all eternity, 
as he had five or fix thoufand years ago. Wliat fliould 
hinder him then from exciting thtfe di%ine attributes 
fooner? What fliould retard him from drawing foith this 
glorious fabric earlier from the womb of nothing ? Suffer 
thy imagination to flart backwards as far as thuu canli, 
even to millions of ages, and yet thou caiifl not con¬ 
ceive a time wherein this fair unmcafurable expaiife was 
not ftsetclied out; as if nature hcrfclf had engraven on 
our intellefls this record of the w'prld’s untraccablc anti- 
<^uty, in that our ltrongell| fwifteft thoughts; are fkr 
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too weak and How to follow time back to its endle& 

origin. 

The revolution in China furpafles the common changes 
in kingdoms and empires ; there is fomething excclTively 
tragical in the cataftrophe of that royal houfe. 

Brother, in beholding that, thou liaft feen human na« 
ture in a trance; and thou art fo thyfelf, if after thi^, 
thou canft be fond of any thing on earth. Travellei, 
Uvlic'u. _ 

Paris, afih of the lA: Moon, of the Year 1647. 


XXII.^To Afis, Baja. 

Sbvbaal difpatches have been lately fent between this 
court and that of Swedeland, containing rather matter 
of compliment than any thing of great importapee. 
Queen Chrillina has been very ill, which has occaiioned 
letters of condolence from the Queen-regent of France. 

Thofe wiiich come from that part fay, that General 
Torftenfon is made a count, and the dignity entailed to 
his poflcrity, in rccompcncc of his eminent fcrvices to the 
Swedifh crown. 

Thefc leltci s add, t]\at there have pafifed fome high 
woids between Monfieur Chanut and the Swedifh fecrc- 
tary of ftate ; and that the latter, in goi:jg out of the 
rhamber, where they difeourfed, laid his hand upon his 
iword, with thefc words, “ Monfieur Chanut, were it 
not for the fence which the law of nations has raifed a- 
bout your perfon, I would ar.fwcr you in another lan¬ 
guage.” To which Monfieur Chanut replied, « That 
he w'Ore a fword to defend himfelf and hit private honour, 
Ss well as any Swede in the kingdt^.” • 

The occafion of this quarrel was, the great refort of 
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Roman Catholic ftrangers to Monfieur Cbanut’s chapel, 
which gave difguft to the Swedes, who allow not {he 
exercife of the Roman religion within their territories. 
They caftiate ah the pricils of that communion whom 
they find, and profecute the laity with rigorous penal¬ 
ties. But Monfieur Chaniit pleaded the law of nations ; 
and when the fecrctary told him, that the queen per¬ 
mitted him and his family the liberty of their religion, 
hilt defired him not to admit any other perfons of what 
nation foever, tin's minifter replied, “ That lie could not 
receive as a favour, or periniffiim from her majelly, the 
liberty of exerclfing his rJigion, fince he held, it only of 
liis maficr, tlie King of France, who had fent him thi- 
tlier, and that he would not fhut the door of his cliapel 
againft any that would come in ; that their Iaw,*which, 
ciccording to tlicir own calcule, was made about two 
ilioiifand ycais after the foundation of their efiate, could 
not .»brogato the law of nations, which is eternal; that 
this perpetual law gave patliciilir privileges to certain 
perfons, and cfpccially to the minillcrs of foreign princes; 
that their new law, fuch as it was, being only made to 
maintain the pubh'c worfliip, refpc^lied not what was 
done in the houfe of a foreign minifter, by a fpecial pri¬ 
vilege, it being of no confeqaenoc to the ftate, whether, 
fuch foieigncrs fer^ed God or not, or whether they wor- 
ihipptd him m a n':ht or wionguay; that no Swede 
came to Ilia cl apel, Inn; only fomc Ficiich, wlio wtre fo- 
jounicrs in t>»c land; rl.it t*icy did not ufe the Swcdifli 
anbaff'dois fo in France, who admitted whom they 


pleafcd into tlieii chapels ; tiiat the h.niic where he now 
dwelt, was tliL honh of the Kiiig-of Fiance, and tliat 
therefore ue tould not by tourcqucnce refufe any CaiUo- 
li« an entrance into .'t, efpecially fuch as were born fii^- 
jefts of Ids nvflcr : anvh in fiiu', that It was vciv radc t'» 
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oblige him to be the executioner of this fevere law, in 
requiring him to fliut his doors upon his countrymen, a- 
gaind the common laws of hofpitality, the honour of a 
public mluiiler, a:id the pleafure of the king his fove-. 
reign.” 

To this .the fecretary made fomething too tart a reply; 
whereupon words increafing between them, and the 
French ambaffador being refolute to'faffeit his piivilege, 
the fecretary broke out into a pailiun, as X have before 
mentioned, laying his hand upon his fword, as he wsCs 
leaving the room. 

The ^edes are naturally a nigged, ftiily people, us 
are all the Northern Eiiropeaiis. I'licy are flrangcis to 
civility, and the gentle addrefs of the I'rencli. Ytt the 
queenf when flic heard of thib palfagc, was angry with 
her min liter, and excufed his rudenefs to Munlicur Cha- 
nut; telling him. That the fecretary was a faitlifuli I'cr- 
vant, but had beei^ educated among the bears of the 
foreit. 

This puts me in mind of a itory, which the French 
tell of another amball'ador, whom Eewis XIII. fent to 
the court of Spain. The Spaniards are of a haughty 
temper, expeding more than ordinary fubmifUona from 
thofc who approach the king’s prefence. This ambaf. 
fador, on the fame ground, was required to do foinc 
homage, which would not ronfiit with the inllrudions of 
•liis mailer, and therefore 1 c refufed to comply. The 
King of Sp.iin, thinking to })"t him out of countenance, 
iaid aloud, “ Wliai! has the King of France no other 
men in his court, that he lends to me fuch a fool as 
this ?” To which the ambaflador replied, “ My maflei: 
has many wifer men than myfeif about him ; but to fuch 
if king, fuch an ambafTcidor.” i * 

Thou wilt not perhapj approve fuch raillery as tlus to 
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crowned heads, whj ought to be treated with reverence 
and gravity ; yet, I believe, thou wilt condemn the 
cruelty of a Duke of Mufeovy, who caiifed the hat of a 
French ambairadoi to be nailed to his head, for fitting ■ 
covered before him. This is contrary to the genius of 
the Eaft, who abhor to fee a man bareheaded.. 

But every nation hus its mode ; and I, according to 
the fafhion of my couiUty, kifs tlie border of thy veft, 
in token of my fubrnilfion and rtfpedl. 

Faris, 7ih of tht ad Moon, of the Year i6»!7. 


XXIII.—— 71 ? the hloFTi, hifq/l Vei\erahh and •‘juotthy of 

ail IJjhOur, 

Thf critics, who fpciid their time, and maniftfl their 
wit, in dtfeanting on the court and the grandees, find 
perpetual matter of difeomfe concealing Cardinal Ma- 
Marini. His daily adlions furniili them witli new themes, 
and fometinies they rehcarfc the old. Tlity compare 
him with his predecefl'or Kichlieu, and w'ith Cardinal 
Ximenes, a Spanifh minifter. They term thefe three, 
the Trinity of Chriftian Statefmen ; thus dillinguifhing 
their pcrfonal charadters ; Richlieu, they fay, w as craf- ^ 
covetous, and revengeful; Ximenes vvas politic, fe- 
verc, and valiant; Mai&arini is w'ife, merciful, and li-^ 
bcral. 

The firft made good his ebara^er, they fay, in heap¬ 
ing up fuch prodigious treafurcs; in railing all thofe of 
his family or dependence, to the higheft honours; in oc* 
cafioning the voluntary banifhment of the queen-mother ; 
in ruining whomfoever he fufpefted; and, finally, in 
making himfelf fo nij^ch the mailer of all ftcrets, that 
the king, however difguflcd and averfe from him, yet 
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could neither fit fafe on his throne w !ihout him, when 
living, nor venture the management of the public to any 
of his creatures, when dead. Thus fpcak they of that 
great minifter. 

As to Cardinal Ximenes, they fay, he difeovered the 
qualities which they aferibe to him, in the method he 
took to raife himfelf to that envied greatnefs, wdiich w as, 
by feeming to (him the honours at which he fccretl) aim. 
cd. For being a devoted dervife, or religious friar, he 
appeared to be the moll mortified man of the whuie or* 
der; which being taken notice of, he was made provin* 
eial; frpm which dignity, he made but one llcp mure 
to the purple ; and growing eminent for liis abilities, he 
was made firll miniller in the court of Spain. 

Hv levied fixteen thoufand men at his own coll, in¬ 
vaded Barbary, ftormed their ftrongeft cities, and reduced 
the whole kingdom of Tripoli and Algiers to his maftcr’s 
obedience. • 

Whilil he was at the head of his army, one day there 
happened a mutiny among liis foldiers. A certain fellow, 
running up and down becwccn the ranks, and exciting 
them to clioofe a new general, faying, ** It was a (liame 
to ferve a poor-fpirited fiiarthe cardinal perceiving 
this. Hepped to the fellow, and with one blow fevered 
his htad from his body. This ftruck fuch a terror into 
all, that from that time there was not the leall tumult 
or diforder in his army. 

Tiicy fay lie w'ds in the end poifuned by eating of a 
filh, of which a friend of his received intimation on the 
road, as he was riding to the place where the carding 
was at dinner. But he came too late t^ prevent the ef- 
feAs of the poifon f for though the cardinal was but 
J^ll rifen from the tabic, yet he bfgan to void blood %y 
his ears, and the eiLtreniitics of his fingers; and in a few 
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days drew his laft breath. He was tall) and well limb¬ 
ed ; his two fore-teeth of the upper jaw grew fo far ou*t 
of his mouth, that he was called the Uccleiiaftical Ele¬ 
phant ; the futures of his fkull were fo clufcly indent¬ 
ed, that there was no more room for tranfpiration of the 
groffor vapours, than through the raoH folid part of the 
bone. On this account he was ever troubled with the 
headache, contrary to Cardinal Richiicu, who never felt 
any pain in that part, becaufe he had two little holes in 
his crown, through which the fumes exhaled. 

Thcfc are the remarks \vlj:\h arc made on Cardinal 
Ximenes. As to Mazai ini, they fay, he furpaifes both 
thefe minillers in tlie cxquifitc moderation of his temper; 
and comes (hort c>f neither, in the contn’vaiicc or fuccefs 
of affairs, being folid in liis counfels, fecret and fvr !5t in 
their execution. He has this alfo peculiar in his con- 
du<5t, that none arc more fure of his favour than thofe 
who have done him injiuies. He iii, magnihe in his ex- 
pences, building palaces that may vie with the mofl ce¬ 
lebrated flru^urts of the ancient Romans; a curious 
ColIeAor of choice paintings and fculpturcs, fiirnifliing 
the houfes with utciifils of cedar, ebony, (liver, gold, and 
other ornaments, befitting the palace of a king ; libeial 
beyond the expcClution o‘' his triends and fervants, yet 
not to profnfenefs ; he has a wonderful fagacity in dif- 
covering cheats and impoflors, and no lefs dexterity in 
difeerning men of merit, though never fo much obfeured 
by misfortune. 

N('t long ago he catched a gentleman in a crime, which 

expofed !r>m to the laughter ind contempt of the whole 

coiii-. hut nut. to t^>( rardinal’s hatred. He had been 
<1 

rcctiaii.KT.i^d 10 :■« ‘miii.t* i ' y ‘ lady of the coutt, for 

wlioai he iiaU a g.wiC/Aitv'jm ; wu which account he had 
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free accefs to the cardinal’s prefence, ^nd would always 
mix with his retinue. 

But his curious patron had obferved fometliing in his 
carriage, which gave him ground of miftruft; for he 
would always place himfelf as near as he could to a cer¬ 
tain table in the chamber where the cardinal gives au¬ 
dience. There is a drawer under this table, which com¬ 
monly Hands half open, it being the place where all pe¬ 
titioners throw in their bribes or prefents, Tt not being 
feemly for a prince of the church to take money himfelf. 
The cardinal obferved^ that this fpaik always had his eye 
glancing on that drawer, as if he coveted what was there 
contained; however, he took no notice, but gave him all 
the opportunities imaginable to do his pleafure ; yet HiU 
one aefldent or other hindered the gentleman from exe¬ 
cuting his deiign, which was to borrow fome of the gold 
that lay in that drawer. At length it happened, that 
the cardinal having* appointed fome curious pageants to 
be made in honour of the king’s birth>day, he with feve- 
ral of the courtieis, ftood looking out of the windows to 
fee thefe triumphant fhows pafs by. The gentleman, 
taking this opportunity, whillt he thought all eyes were 
intent on the gaieties without, dips to the table, and 
Jlakes out of the drawer a bag of gold, putting it up in 
his pocket, and retiring to the window again. He ima¬ 
gined that nobody had feen him, and therefore hugged 
himfelf in the thoughts of his booty. When the Hiow 
was over, ai'.d tl.c company withdrew from the window, 
after a while they all took their leave and departed, and 
among the reft this gentleman-thief was going out. But 
the cardinal delired him to tai ry, in th^^t he had fom»> 
thing to fay to him. * The gentleman, ilung with tlm 

^ guilt of what he had dune, fell a^rembling, and was 
ready to drop down at the cardinal’s feet; but he bid 
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him be of good* comfort, faying thus to him, ** My 
£rlend, what thou hafi: done Is not hid from me; if thou 
haft not gold enough, I will double thy fum.” There¬ 
with he gave him another bag of equal vdue, faying 
withal, ** Go thy way, and fee my face no more; 1 par¬ 
don, but cannot truft thee.” 

Wouldft thou know by what means the cardinal dlf- 
covered this theft ? He always wears on his finger a ring, 
in which is fet a jewel of ineftimable value; it being a 
natural mirror, and dlfcovcrlng all things that are done 
in the room, though behind a man’s back* It vras on 
this ftone the cardinal caft his eye, when the gentleman 
thought he was looking out of the window; therein he 
beheld him go to tho table, take out the money, and put 
it in his pocket. Thou feeft how curious this mhafter is 
to ftock himfclf with ufeful rarities. 

May that great chancellor of heaven, the angel who 
beholds in the divine eifence, as in.a mirror, whatfoever 
is done on earth, and records all human aftions in the 
book of judgment, never difcern any thing in Mahmut 
which may render him worthy to be excluded the pre- 
fencc of God. 

P«rlt, ssth of the id Moon, of the Year 1647. 


XXIV.—To Danecmar Kesrou, Kadikjquer of Rq» 

mania. 

1'kou that art principal among the judges of high dig¬ 
nity, tlie illuftrious ornament of three empires, the ftrong 
fupport of equity, who preferveft reafoii, and corredteft 
vice, I congratulate thy deferved'-' honour, and in doing 
lo, 1 wifh incrcafe vS joy to all the faithful Ofmans. 

The knowledge which thou baft acquired in the law 
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of nations, and in the moft perfedi fand^ions of our au- 
guft monarchy, has made thee famous through the feTCii 
precindts of the earth; and has veded thee with the robe 
of fublime honour, the gift of the lieutenant of God. 

I made choice of this occafion at once to perform my 
duty, and to acquaint thee with a national villany, fuch a 
violation of the public faith of a kingdom as it will be 
difiScult to parallel. 

The civil wars of England arc known throughout the 
‘world; and thou art no ftranger to the particular intellt- 
gences 1 have fent to the Sublime Porte concerning that 
nation. 

•Since that time, the rebels have hy degrees gained 
ground of their unhappy king, chafing him from one 
placcio another; till at length finding, that neither by 
arms nor treaties, he could reduce them to any terms of 
reconciliation, and being befieged in one of his cities, 
which was not in a Condition to hold out long, this un¬ 
fortunate monarch was forced to difguife bimfelf, and 
efcape by night, wandenng through unfrequented ways, 
and enduring much hardihip. He at length threw him- 
felf upon the faith of the Scots, who had folcmnly en¬ 
gaged themfelves upon oath to defend him again ft all iiii 
^enemies wbatfoever. 

The Scottifii army was then in England, being hired 
to ailift the rebels; whence fome take occafion tu ac- 
cufc this prince of raftinds, and too much credulit), in 
feeking protedion from thofe who firll began the rebel¬ 
lion, and who had frained the records of Scotland with 
the blood of many of their kings. But innucency is • 
void of fufpicion, anil therefore, bccaufg his own inten¬ 
tions weie lincere, he knew not how to be jealous of o- 
thers. « 

Howe\tr, the Scots at firft feemed to ad the parts ©f 
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loyal men; and when they were threatened by the £ng- 
liHi rebels, and their pay was Hopped, with declarations 
alfo ifTiied out againft their proceedings, they continued 
to afTert the juftice of their deportment, in receiving and de¬ 
fending their injured king who had fled to them forfuccour. 

They detained him thus from the 4th of the 5th moon 
of the year 1646, to the 30th day of the ift moon of 
this prefent year ; at which lime, having agreed with 
the Englifh parliament for the fum of four hundred thou- 
fand fequins, as the price of their fovereign, they deliver¬ 
ed him up to the Englifh commiflioners, deputed by the 
rebels for that purpofe. j> 

The French ambalTador was at that time in the Scottifli 
army, who having been a witnefs of their deteilabl^ per¬ 
jury, took his leave; and being attended with a of 
light horfe to the fea-port, at parting he pulled out a 
piece of Englifh money, valued at half a-cruwn, and afk- 
ing the captain of the guards into^how many pieces of 
coined lllvcr that half-crown might be divided; he an- 
fwered, into thirty : ** Foi fu mueli (replied tlie ambaf- 
fador) did Judas betray his maHer.” 

Thou wilt better comprehend the force of this repar¬ 
tee, when thou conlidercH, that, according to the Chrif- 
tians belief, this Judas was a flave of Jel’us, the fun ofi 
Mary, and that for thirty pieces of filver, he betrayed 
that prophet to the Jews. 

But thefe infidels have found out ways to elude all 
engagements and promifes: Tliey couch their oaths in 
words more ambiguous than the oracles of Dclphos, as 
if they thought not only to circumvent men by their 
eq^iivocations, ,but alfo to deceive him who formed the 
tongue and the ear, even God, wfio is perfect in know¬ 
ledge. • 

Such a ftory I have read of one Hatto, a German 
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bifliop, wliofe peijury is recorded. This prelate had a 
coufin who was accufed of treafon againft the emperor ; 
on which account he was clofely beiieged by the Impe- 
lial forces, in a caftle feated on the top of an impregnable 
rock; fo that the emperor, defpairing to take him by 
force, had mthdrawn his army, when this bifliop came 
to him, and for a fum of money promifed to betray his 
kinfman into the emperor’s hands. 

The bargain being concluded, the bifliop went to vifit 
-his coufin at the cafllc, perfuading him to go and humble 
himfelf to the emperor, and he would engage to procure 
his pardon^; binding himfelf with a folemn oath, that if 
he would rely on him, as he carried him fafe out of the 
callle, fo he would bring him back alive and fafe again. 

Hiidiiafman, deluded witli thefe fair pretences, and fe- 
cured by the fan£iion of an oath, trulls himfelf to 'the 
condudl and fidelity of the prelate. 

When they iiad r^de about half a league from the 
callle, the bifhop, pretending he had forgot Ibme pajfers 
uf moment, which he had left behind him in his cham¬ 
ber, they returned back to the cafllc; and when they 
had found the papers, they ftt lurward again toward the 
I'lnpcior’s camp. Being arrived there, the impious 
wretch delivered his kinfman to the emperor, who con¬ 
demned him to die. He fending for the bifhop, re¬ 
proaches him with the violation of his oath $ but the 
perfidious bifliop fought to acquit himfelf, by faying, 
** He had performed his promife, in carrying him back 
fafe to the caflle, when he returned to feck his papers.” 
Thus was his kinfman betrayed by a quibble, and loll his 
head ; the bifhop acquiring, for that impious deed, the 
odious title of Hatto Ahe Traitor f anJ!' the Germans 
j*e]R)rt, that he was afterwards caniied away by devils* 
and thrown alive into the hollow of mount i£tna; a 
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voice being beard at the fame inftant in the air> faying, 
“ This is the reward of perjury.” 

The Nazarencs believe this flaming mountain to be 
one of the mouths ot hell: The fame opinion they have 
of Strombolo and Vefuvius. I am not curious to pry 
into the truth of fo coftly a fecret, but leave the experi¬ 
ment to the forefworn, treacherous Scots, who, by this 
barbarous aflion, deferve to follow the fate of Hatto. 

Much greater was the integrity and virtue of the an¬ 
cient Romans, whom thefe infidels number among the 
damned. They efteemed nothing more facred tlian the 
public faith, building temples to its honour, and ilamp- 
ing their money with the figure of two hands joined to¬ 
gether, having this motto, the faith of the romans. 
But the Scots (how themfclvcs to be of Lyfendcr^;^ mind, 
who ufed to fay, ** Children mull be ciicumvented with 
good words, and men with oaths.” 

This monarch is now led in triumph, like a captive, 
by his rebellious fubjeds, who have confined him to one 
of his country palaces, fuflering none of his friends or 
faithful fervants to come near him, but in all things en¬ 
deavouring to render his reilraiiit infupportablc. 

Thou who art accurate in Interpreting the laws of jiif- 
tice, wilt condemn thefe infidels of horrid treafon, yet 
canfl not acquit the muflulmans. who have often depofed 
our mod auguft emperors. 

1 divide my intelligence among the minifteicB of the* 
Sublime Porte, and the other grandees of the ftate; 
praying God to guard the fultan from fecret machina¬ 
tions and open enemies, and to grant, that an excefs of 
good nature may not betray him to fuch misfortunes as 
have befallen this imjrifoncd monarch. 

' Paris, aift of the j-lMoon, of the Year 1647. 
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rr* Ht8 city* is peftered with an innumerable multitude of 
bat8| and a kind of ferpents, which they call lizards or 
newts. Tl\ey breed in the walls of their houfesy and mo- 
left the inhabitants night and day, fwarming more tlian 
ordinary every ninth year. 

The Parifians give an odd reafon for this plague; 
They fay, that in former ages a certain magician had un¬ 
dertaken to free this city from aU venomous creatures ; 
and that accordingly he had made feveral images of thofc 
animals, annexing to them enchantments, and hiding them 
in obfeure places under the earth ; promifing alfo, that 
fo lrM|^as thofe images remained untouched, Paris fliould 
not be molefted with any hurtful thing. This fucceeded 
according to his words; till at a certain time, as they 
were digging up th^foundations of an old teifiple, the 
workmen found feveral brazen images, fome reprefenting 
a bat, fome a lizard. They making fmall account of 
thofe magical reliques, fold them to the next brazier for 
a piece of money, who, being ignorant alfo of the hid¬ 
den force of thefe images, melted them down for his own 
ufe ; and ever iince that time the city has been over*run 
with bats and lizards. 

I relate this to thee, in regard 1 have often heard thee 
^^eak of the ancient ftatues that were in the Atmidam at 
Conftantinople, and in other parts of the city ; particu¬ 
larly of that pillar which had three brazen ferpents wind¬ 
ing about it, which, when Mahomet the Great beheld, 
the conqueror ftruck one of them with a battle-axe, and 
fmote off the lower jaw; upon which a multitude oJ| 
Jet^ents infefted the city, but were finn exterminated, in 
regard the fultan, being warned by the citizens, forbore 
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to do any farther injury to thofe idsagcs, which were the 
guardians of the city. 

The annals of the muflulznan empire make mention of 
thefe ftatuesy as alfo of a horfe of brafs, and & bull of the 
iame metal; the one ere£led as a charm againft the 
peftilence ; the other as an oraculous fign, that the ene* 
mies of the Grecian monarchy Ihould in that place be re« 
pulfed and driven out of the city. Yet it proved other* 
wife; for the vi£fcorious muirulmans, againft whom the 
enchantments of the infidels could not prevail^ entered 
the market-place, where this image flood, and drove from 
thence the timorous Grecians, cutting in pieces all that 
made relillancc, and rendering ihemfelves lords of Con* 
Jlantinople, at that ume the richefl city in the world. 

The Romans were extremely addided to thef<^e !Upcr- 
ftitious vanities, beh'eving the fafety of their city and em* 
pire confifled in the prefervation of the Palladium, aa^, 
image which they thought fell doviyi from Jupiter, and 
was traufported from Troy to Italy by JEneas; being 
afterwards repofited in the Temple of Vefta, but burnt 
in that drcadfid conflagration which happened in the 
reign of Nero. 

They had in no lefs veneration the buckler, which 
they were taught dropped down from heaven into the 
hands of Numa Pompilius, whereon the fate of Rome 
was engraven in charaders which none could read. Fear¬ 
ing leil this facred fliield might be llolen, they caufed 
eleven others of the fame figure to be made, and all to 
be hung up together in the temple of Mars. 

And, to the end the gu&rdian genius of the city fhould 
not be enticed from them by the enchantments of their 
?en|mie8, the true navie of the city of Rome was kept fe- 
cird, even from its o;vn inhabitants, infomuch that Vale¬ 
rius Soranus was put to death for publifhing it tg one of 
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Kis friends. Many ha^ gntfled at thfi hidden name; 
fome faying it was Valencia, othefs that it was Vdia | 
a third fort call it Anthnfa: bm there is no certainty in 
their conjeftures; for the pagans Were,, ahote tU^dthigs, 
careful to conceal the names of their cities and ^tron 
gods, knoD^ring that thofe fpirits would not fbrfiike them 
till they were called forth‘by their proper names. 

They ufed alfo to chain the images of tl^ir gods to 
the altars, left they (hould depart fiom them by ftealth. 
Thus the Tyrians, when Alexander befieged their city, 
mid they underftood from the pricfts, that Apa^ the 
guardian of Tyre was difpleafed with thmA, they Men* 
ed his image with ilrong fetters of iron. So dealt the 
Spartans with the image of Mars. And thn was the 
cotiomlh pra<Hice among thofe idolatrous nations. 

As for us, who IraVc received the law clear and int^ 
^igible, and bdieve in the unity of the divine effence, wc 
me no charms ourfelges, neither do we fear the magic of 
the uncircumcifcd. All our confidence is in God, and the 
X)rote£lion of bis prophet: We go boldly to the wars, 
whilft we fight in defence neither of ftatues nor fiSitioits 
relies, but of the volume replenifhed with truth lad 
light, the book brought down from Heaven hy an angel. 

Paris, x;th of the 4th Moon, of the Year x547. 



XXVI .—To the VisiER AaeM. 

I AM now returned fronj Orleans, whither Iw^nt in 
obedience to thy appointments, and not wltHotlt' abun¬ 
dance of pleafure 10 myfelf, it heink thfe^tffffe"of yeat 
when all things confpirerto make a tilveller'pafs'hft'^^ljy^ 
■»wJy with delight, 

voi in. 
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Iii7'r(;tiii».wa»>fiielanclic4^r >n I could not 

aecomlpliih whut 1 aimed att ncir be In a .capacil^y to reu-, 
dar^'Chee that ^dsfadtoo thou reqiiirefty either in* buying. 
the jewels,' Or da'^cftablifliing any conrefppndeime^ Thpre 
who informed thee of the Germans inhabiting t]uit.picy, 
were miftaken in their charadfor, tliey being only > a lb« 
ciety or corporation of ftudents, and nowifo concerned 
in tndfic or meFchandife. <., 

They told thee right, an faying there are n great 
ber of grangers in Orleans: 1 think the- imperial city, 
which oontmands the world, cannot boafL a .greater dwer- 
. fity of languages than are fpoken daily in the Hreets and 
hOufes -of Prleans* There are fume almofl of all na« 
tions refiding in that city. 

Wouldft thou know the real occafion of this^^ghty 
conflux of forcignerb ^ It is, that they may fludy that 
whidi the Naaarenes^all the Civil Law, which is there 
profefled as in an academy, eredled for that purpofe by 
Philip the Fair, one of the kings of France. 

> If thpu knoweft not the meaning of the Civil Law, it 
tl,a<colledion of the ancient Roman laws, drawn from a- 
hove two xhoufand books of their feribes, by the com¬ 
mand of the Emperor Juftinian, for a ftandard of equity 
in thofe corrupt times, in that univerfal relaxation and 
decline of good government. 

This is ]^e attradive, which draws fo many Grangers 
from all parts of Europe, to that pleafant city, where^ 
befides the opportunity of improving themfclves in the 
mpft honourable profeflion among the Nazarenes, next to 
that of the prieflhood, they enjoy a pure and fcrenc hea¬ 
ves, a fruitful and ^dicious part of the eaith, and the 
company of toe m^A obliging and courteous people in 
all France. 
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It {s for fots veafotit the G«mian9, among other aa- 
tkma, flock to Oileans; and, through fiivour of the, 
Fiench king^, have obtained a< pni^ilcge beyond other 
nations | thlt Si, to* iacbiporate thetrifelveainto^a foolety 
of ftndefltk Ndther is thercf any fudi thing as stet* 
chandife kno.wa semong them. t 

If I have iiotanfwered thyeapedation, fapretiie Prince 
of the BaflaB, blame not Mahmut, but accofe the Ger« 
mans of Orleans, for not exchanging their ftadies for 
traffic; or rather blame thofe who prefumed to tell thee 
this fetched fable. In flniihing this letter, 1 bow my 
liead to the floor of my chamber, and kiis the paper 
which (hall have the honour to be touched by thy illu*- 
iliioui hands. 

Pan^^ of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1647. 


XXVII.— Aga «/ fie Jaa^ariet. 

X iiou haft heaid of the Adyiuni Scythian* and Ronun 
heioineb. Thcfe \vli€ all vahant leaders of armies, wo« 
j^en of honoul and icnonn. Now I will inform thee of 
u feiralc, which Trance hao brought upon the ftage oT 
war. 

According to the oiders wliich 1 leceived ftom the 
Vifler Azem, I took a journey to Orleans laft moon; 
^heic, on the thud day after my arrival, beholding a fo« 
lemn piOwLffion in the ftteets of that populous city, at> 
tended with fome uncommon ceremonies and rejoicings, 
iny curiofit} prompted me to inquire the occafion of it. 
Thou mayeft imagine I did not appl^^ myfdf for infor<* 
tnation to the multitude, •who take up vhings on the com* 
O' ni Credit of fam**, which docs not idways deliver th« 
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truth*' $1 adchtflcd myftlf to thofa whp-^were acquainted 
Unih tiir rec<^8 of town 3 who told that this 

was ytai 4 j cAjCervcd on thf? eighth day of the 
fifth tOooiii in imtm^ of their deliverance fit^ the £ng> 
befiegefi,thi8'cityf and were htaten frpM before 
It by Jqah d'AnCf a maid of Lorrain^ ;in the. I'dgn of 
Chatles I. This Virago Teemed to be the tqtidar angel 
6f France j for to her valour and condu^ that n^onarch 
owed ibe recovery of hh kkigdom) almqft lOft to the 
Kittg of England $ this being the lad place of import* 
ance which had not deceived Engliih gaitifons. After 
fhe had nifed the Tiege) (he puiCucd the e^ihy» gave 
them (ewml hattlesi defeated them, took the generals 
captive^ reduced all the cities to their formtr obedience, 
and never (heathed her fword till (he h\v her ina^er fo- 
lemnly crowned at-Rhemes. Yet at length (he herfolf 
was made n ptifoner hy the £ pgK(fa > and was publicly 
burned for a witch at Rouen. ^ - 

The inhabitants of Orleans have crcifted brazen ita- 
tues in ho' honour. They celebrate her praifes, and 
efteem her a woman divinely infpired to fave her country. 
Yet the more ifltel%ent fort faj, that (he was ncitlirr 
witch nbr ptophetefsi but only a maid of good wit and 
courage, whom fome of the princes of the blood royal 
hsfd inftru£ted to a^ the part of a mi(&onary from Hea¬ 
ven; that ibf by pretending vifions and rc^eUtioos, (lie 
m^ht nbtfe the courage of the French, now almoft diffl.* 
cited by their many lolTes, and whom nothing Icfs than a 
niraeie coqM perfuade to abide tlie held agalnlt the vic¬ 
torious £ngli(h. This is certain, that (he diftinguiihed the 
I king, though difgr^cd like a peafant, and in a crowd of 
people e She went boldly up to> him, and falutcd him by 
hia titlfi to the afonilkment of thofe that dood bv She 
fent a melTenger to bring her a fword of antique wenrk- 
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^ ^ ^ ifktn. 

inaiffhipt that ky Hd ftt a tomb In ana af tbdr fasmat 
moft^ucB* (for the Nhzarenea of the Weft hoty the dfad 
In their temples). This a^on eatreiiidy eiftianaedi her 
vcpatatio^^n rtgvtd none knew of thli fwprft but the 
king himfelf. She WHs dteivfore loi^eS iipoa «« en 
tra^inary perfoa, and the people eoidd hardly 'b* 1^ 
ftrained from paying her^iWne honoun. 

When they were encamped on a eertam plain of « vaft 
extent* udieti there was no water to be found* ib that 
the army was ready to periih through thhft* the ki»|r 
came to the tent of this praphetefa* to oooivlt her at nn 
oracle in the general diftreft. She bid hidt bo of good 
courage* and follow her. They went out together tp 
the door ftf her tent* where, at a little diftance* these 
grev^Tltnot of flowers. The admhreble maid ftrock her 
^ear iato the ground* amidft the flowers* and inoonti* 
nently there fprung forth a foontain of trater* to whidh 
the whole army ttpaired to allay their thirft. They fay 
the place is (hown to this day, with an imago of this maid 
Handing in an oratory* clofc by it, a place of refoeflunent 
and devotion for tiavellerb that pafs over thofe barren 
plains. 

However, whether it were artifice, or that ifac was oa* 
dued with fome fupei natural gift, it had a marvdloos in¬ 
fluence on the foldiers, wlio began to rcaiTume courage, 
and feared nothing under the condudl of iuch a general. 

^ It was rcTfiige, without doubt, rather than juftice* 
that extorted that cruel fentence ffom the Engldh, which 
put a period to the heroic *i'^ioii>> of this illuftrlous m^d* 
whoft fime will live foi < vcr. 

it I rt^'o^ded, that wKi'ft HtC vUb bound fail to the 
i^akc With fliong coids, tluy woulmlia\ebundled the fire 
a{r«,julici btJoiC ihc had ipoke to thafpeilators; but thft 
die i ddcnK «iik ’o iJ uU, aiid, iiiitchiiig a lance 
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*$rom W^of'tfce ffie 'dvoili IW^gBard* before 

hct $ then retuhifng of hbr own aSetord to the (lake, (he 
^(ie her lafl dyii!^g (ptfech, ‘foreUHing laaiiy thinga to 
'come, which afteiiwa^^s proved true i and ha^ng made 
''hti end of fpeaki%, (he bhl the execntidner (fet fire to 
^^'wood, which fie did aceordingly^ and (be wai bom- 
Ird to aihes. » 

Certainly every nation may boaft of fame fthaale war- 
lior, that at oite time or other has done*femai!cable fcr- 
vice to her country: Ahd thou art not a ftninger to the 
hiftory of the Amazons, Who excluded men from ^eir 
Society, yet became foimidable to idl the regtons round 
about them. 

Adieu, brave commander of the muiTuhnan forces, and 
let the memory of thefe valiant females infpire tffef with 
freih ardours, when the Ottoman empire is in danger. 

T 

Fans, ift of the 6tli Moonj of the Year 1647. 


XXVIIL— Tc Dgnet Oglou. 

Thou art the man that muft partlcpate in all ir.y ad- 
ventuica; and I (hould bt, a chiiil, in not lettirg thcc 
(hare with me the plcafurc I found in a late joiirnt^ 
Orleans, one of tlic prefidiary towns of F^nce. It was 
by the order of the Vifier Arm I undertook that journey. 
Somebody had infoimcd him, that this town was full of 
merchant-travellers of^fcveral nations, but cfpecially of 
Germany, who brought the choitcft jewels of the eaft, 
to vend in this place at ordinary rates. That min'Pci 
gave me commandsAo buy ccitam llonts, wiih u ftue- 
tions to treat of another affair, sshich it i- not nrrcfiri \ 
W thee to know, *'1 accordiiigl) fet out fjo,ii P? \h' 
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dtird d«y of moon; the, Jciy, (of 

whom thou haft Jb^ard) bore^roe cpm^pyoo,«^ « ^ 

1 ne^d Qoa defcribb to^ee tha though which 

wfi paCEed lit exadlyxeremhleth th^ph|fapI^doK» 
nobfar from Mcrmo in SicdsT* IliQiatJfmd ^ 
fon itQ semcmbcar that place of our captivitj^ ^ 

marks of our imifter*B cruel anger yet in our hodtei. 
Thoibplifns» tkottknoweft« a&jrda teryagfccifilepro** 
fpedfc^ efpceiaUy at this time of the yea^»^wjben" the 
dure of the trees^ mixed with the brightn^s of the cprp- 
Bddsft and the particoloured meadowy tcapp|t, the >^e 
into a co**troverry of pleafurCf a man ntiit^r hnowing 
well how to take it off» nor yet where to )ix itji in fr^b 
an orderly confufton and medljT* of charming olye^* 
dhch is the pravioee between Fans and Orleans, wbiph 
has this advantage of thole Sicilian plains, that herc» all 
the way one rides, innumerable magnificent and beauti-i 
ful palaces appoas, ihooting up their glittering turrets a- 
bovc the lofty groves, which environ thole ftats of jilea- 
fure. Indeed this is one of the pureft aiis, and the moft 
fertile foil in all the kingdom, which invites the nobles 
and gentry to i elide here duiing the fummer, and occa- 
lions much travelling on th s road. 

About xnid day, vie came to a town called Chaftrav» 
where we ahghtcd to tefielh ouifclvcs. Travellers, i>i 
theie ucfttin parts are bcttei accommodated with ptosis 
fions than they can be in Alia, where they muft cairy 
their own bedi* with them, and drefs tlicir envn viftuals, 
or he on the naked floor falling. This iqakes the 
raiencs call the £aft inhorpitabk. They confider not at 
the fame time, that it u> the mcenf^s and dcUcacy of t^e 
I lahointtan , which •occafioiis th\t cufiora. Fot the 
(* wn p^plc <'ic fearful of defiling^ themfdves by eat^ilg 
n>i.at pupitcd jy other hinds than their own, or thoin 
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0^ jk a6b to lie on a bed odmmoa lio att 

tint jbefe infidels^ like Wue fw^e^ to whom all meat 
|^e!coine» ^ ew^^dTtch an a^cptable fie^ Here 
fill inns tll*a(pDg tbe roads, whcrctoito when you enter, 
ftc boil provides yon both bed and a^l ^hiet neceflaries. 
A nAm muft renture to lleep on the fame pSQow* where 
fierbiya a leper^ bits tain the night btfoce, or firnie per* 
mn utfe^lcd wfth n worfe difeafe* IV boft esammet 
npttfc, Ifot^barboilrs mH alike. |Hrovid<d they have money 
10 pay him. And as for viAuals, it is the cuftom for aU 
ttavetters to eat together at one common tal^» where 
/evem! ^ihes of meat are* ferved up, and every man is 
free to eat wto and how much^ pieties, paying t Hat¬ 
ed price for W dinner. ^ ^ 

Thus no foonei were we come into our inn at Chaftrei, 
hut the hoil fainting us after the tpannet of the country, 
invited us to lit down af the ordiaaiQi'j(jpe fo they caU 
their public dinner in an inn). We were not fo fciu- 
pu^ous as to refiife his offer, but followed him into the 
el amber vrher<^ the diiinci via prepared There were 
many guefts at the table and all buly in fecdiug them- 
felves. Wc took fuch feats as wc' found vacant, and, 
without much cetemony, fell to eating. The Jew trull-^ 
ed to the indulgcnct. of Mofes, and I to that of Mmo- 
met, fiir eating tvith the uocircumLiTcd, whofe meat is 
fcldom free fioxn the poUutions of blood. We knew,' 
that neither God nor hk prophets requned ua to Harve. 

Thtre was plenty ol w nc, and that fo delicious, as 
would have teidptcd an hogu to tade it, without the 
mufli*s difpcnfation a To avoid lingulaiity, I made a 
(how of eating‘a) tljf ed , but th^* grtateft put of n v 
t^paft confiUd in b\ id nd . f»ints, WitliUiiL/»’'U ^ 
1 ating juice of the gia^ 
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• The honsft^ew/wo^ ^ ^ 

Cupidf to render oii4 tlie moft muerable of all j 
for^ juft in the iijaidft cif our in a, l^rencft 

gentleman ^ith Ud]f iu hif liau^^ ^irhji. jn^^rfd 
felves at 4 he talde exa^ly oppoTite ^ i|a« ,t,<percetve<|' 
evident fymptpms of fome diforder |n EUacpiijf^^^wb^ 
feenied to read ^is fate in that ftiir creature’s face^ yet 
had not power to check his wandering ^cSi or jj^ 
them ffom iocvitablc wounds* He ha 4 
over the ftory of the Egyptian wtve8» whopt 
miftrefs had invited tp behold lus beaifty they cut theij^ 
fingers for their meat, whilft gazing on the dhai^tng 
youth.; fo^poor Eliachlm was all confubon^ turned tpp 
itatiie, whilft he looked on this enchanting Goigon. 
had Ipigot to eat or drink, till I began to roufe hini 
f(om his dream. I told him foftly in the oar« this lady 
was but the younger After of Ixion’s miftreft* Thip, 
brought him to his fenfe again, but could not reftose his 
peace. PrudenSl^dbght hiin to dilTemble the riolcnt e* 
motion of his foul, and not to expole himfelf in fncli A 
company $ but nothing could expel the fatal poiftm from' 
his breaft. 


When we had fufHcIently repofed ourlidfes, ve bid a* 
dieu to the inn, all joining company, and letting forward 
.o Orleans. On the road, both Eliachim and 1 had maiqf 
opportunities of coaveriing with this young lady, fuch 
familiarity with women being allowed in France. We 
found her wit furprifing as her beauty, and her mien and 
conduft fuch as gave advantage to them both. In a 
word, Eliachim was loft amidft fo many peife^lionB. 

When we came to our inn at n^ht, and w/ere in our 
chamber together, he vented kis pn^^pn in tbele words •• 
** Mahmut, 1 have pa^cd thefe years hitherto, without 
Any Skee fentimcDts of love, favn thofc which in gene- 
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irai'I cM to^aU ;Mapracie»f>«iui^ome4more'^patticid«sV<i^ 

gtfrdlf of friendibip I iaw^t^ love* 

If'creature, methinju^zny’ frieod^iaAd all 'thatougkt to 
liktiidoved o& earthy is now c^ontra^jod. into«her. If is 
not her fnowy fkm or matdde&xfe^tnrcft^ oC. forca to 
'move met thoogi^tbey are fudh, tbyfdf being judge, as 
would have foiled ApeUes’s art to imitate I ’.but it is a 
luftre which I cannot exp^efs. Surely it was lightning 
fitted from her eyes, tho£e,lur avenues of .her brighter 
ibid^'i fubde flame glanced tlifoughr>ray.breaft, and 
lii k niiOment fcorched piy reafou up; the lovely Bahliflc 
ihot death at every look. Thou faweft how I fat as one 
ttansformed, fo Itfclefs, and without motion wts I, \vhild 
.gazing on my ruin; and to this hour, a fatal nutnbnefs 
!^i%ads through all my veins, as if 1 had itouoh^,.fome 
dire torpedo.” 

Thus went he raving on, till I interrupted him, w'ith 
laughter and raillery, endeavouring to cure him of this 
'^'lOve^ck humour by ridiculing it. him my own 

"experience of this fodliih paflion, reheat fed my former 
adventures with Daria, and how at length 1 got the vic- 
' toryof this'vain foitdnefs by abfence, and the exercife of 
. my'rettibn; but all that 1 could fay made no impreflion 
cm the fl^ipid lover; he grew .but worfe, and fo 1 left 
> <him to &ekti«pofe from ileep. 

x'We^JCame not>to Orleans till the next day, where we 
'tarried aot long, having no other hufuiefs as it happen^ 
' cd, but to fee the-iaritres of die town, and inform our- 
fdves of tliofc'things it is convenient for travellers to 
* know.' After zlhich v^.returned to Paris; 1 , with the 
fame fendmcnts l h^ at my firft fettiug out from thence, 
- but it feems the wcwld was metamorphofed in poor Klu,- 
' ^^chim’s opinion. To him the trees had now' loft all their 
greennefs $ the flowers, and grafs, and com, loolfcd wl 
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thefed; the birds fung motmifiiksiotes; the winds bhnr 
fao«rfe» unwefcome founds rluid everyt thing in nnture 
ieemed to him to droop^ becaufe Falante was not there; 
fd^was theofisir one called^ as BUachhn had learned of 
her^ whfti we parted from Orleans. 

In this melancholy condition^ the poor brainsick Jew 
has continued ever fince: When his cure will commence, 
1 know not. 

If thou yet retained thy native Hbeity, and haft npt 
^fdcnficed it to unhappy lovc, Icam by his misfiortufie to 
watch thy fenfes, which are the firft traitors to the fooL 
Aditu. 


l^aiis, zft of the Hth Moon, of the Tear 1647. 


* « 

XXIX.— To the Captain Bassa. 

X'Rou that haft had tii> education in Arfeniilsi and haft 
)cd the reft in fhips ci wai, wilt be beft able 

to judge of ilie propufal which a certain bold fta captain 
nade to Cardinal Ma/arini not long ago^ 

It being the geiKial difcourfe of thw city, with what 
luiuit and dtiiancc Admiral Morofiiu, wiyth about thirty 
men of wai, entered ttie Hellefpont, and braved the 
Daidanilks , this oiiictr told the cardmali, that if he would 
fmnifli him with half at number of ftiips, be would 
engage to dnvi the Sultan out of his feraglio, lay that 
palace in the duft, and beat down the towers of all the 
mofques in Coiillaiiiiiioplc« 01 lofe his life in the attempt. 
To which the Cardinal‘leplied, ** Mbnfteur, I believe 
it 1 > poiHblc, if you could finilh your work, before they 
WG1 d boaid your men of war with w-huqdredgalleys and 
faiques fall of aimed men.*' ^ ^ 

It'is laid, that Cardinal Richlie^ had fucli a projedl 
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htmipix^fK the luiildiiig •f pvod%» 

^Auck^ over 

widi, (harpfpikes, that (hould rcndlrifriiapQflible for gal* 
ta board.abeoiij *- •■.'•“ 

this thouwytft knonry^thtt Aich an atteiftptia not 
thought impra£kicable by the Chriftlans. I wifli it be not 
put in effeAual execution by them^ when the Porte may 
Icaft dream of it. 

ChriiUna Qi^n of Swedelandihascaufcd a moft mag¬ 
nificent vefle! to be built, with defign to prefent it to 
Cardinal Mazarini. The inner work of the cabin is of 
cedar, curiouily overlaid wkh fiowera* and other imagery 
of .gold; the eati'eroity of the ftern adorned with win¬ 
dows, ftatues, aidyl^eries; tl^e^yrooden work all over¬ 
laid with the faiuc^fftal; the ropf/of the cabin pre/ents 
the ftory of Jafon’s expedition to get tbe golden fleece, 
painted by the b<^ xnaij^ta ifi Swcdeland; all the furni¬ 
ture fpeaks tb^ fpynl’. bounty of her, that gives it; the 
cannon are pureft tmfs; t^TiSR of che tackle 

inch a^ art iitpelt ta^ wcaj^C^ tbe winds ond leaves; from 
Mrbicb neilher tbk-^ueen’s fovereignty in Siiiredeland» nor 
tbe caidii^’fl^ grandeur in France^ could exempt either 
of , them, were they expofed to feaw ^ 

are^thoif who- wbifper cm this oecafion, that 
the Qt^f^ of Eyredelaod has fome iuefinations to the 
Rop^, Carbolic icligiQn; that flie has had feveral eon* 
frjrenccs loitb Mooiiepr Cbnnut on that fuhjed, aS' alfo 
with th»tr|ier refidentin Portugal has openly 

fnibractdtbet^faklvuot without the queen’s private con* 
ient»pi)4«9|i^obatioii. It is not material to us what re- 

whilfi they aflert dodlrines re- 
pttgpamytq^thtediyiip .unity, and'the truth of the fent 
of Qnd*. behold,^^at this time, an evident flgn ^his 
unity hi the heufcni $ it is thu.ibew moon juft rifing from 

s 



BedklU. 




til 


^he lower keoi^phese. At tlie fight of Abis pUtfttf the 
meiTeflger of God htt ^oMiiiaiuled me to fall on my faetj» 
and adovO the Btefnal. > <' 

'^herefiret praying that her influencca mhy prove pro* 
pitious tft thee#* wfailfi thou art on. the ocean, I bid thee 
adieii. 

Parh) *3d of the dth Mooiit'o^ the Yf ar tS^j. ’ 


BOOK m. 

LETTER I.— To BiDRtDiN, Superior of the CowtM 
• • of Din fts, at Cl^ui in NatoSa, 

Not more 'welcome arc the rich peifumes of Ar^ia to 
a foul almoft ^j^irin^ through grief and melancholy than 
18 thy lettei* to^Malmut, wherein is cohtained the certi¬ 
ficate of thy being yet on this fide the ftate of invii^les. 
Methinhs, all nature floutiihes While thou ait alive; and 
i feel a fpirit within me prompts meioprefage, that thy 
death, like the fall of leaves in aotuMh, will prove cite 
hatbinger of the world’s lift winter. Wl^ft thou Hteft, 
thy prayers and merits fupport the* dtoopfiig clctnentt, 
which are now almofi ready to fSiR into 'fheir pritOittve 
chaos and iaadlivity. 7 'he angel Of the trumpet, in con¬ 
templation of thy virtue, delays to found the grand tte» 
mendous blaft, which, at an inftant, ihall puff' out the 
light of fun, moon, and ftars, and Idow thebiteitli out of 
the Doftrils of all the living genera^^em. That day fiiaU 
be a day of darknefs, .horror, and tilencf, tiH the hour 
of tranfmigration comes; when, a^the feeond blaft, tile 
firmament fbali rent afiiader, like the opening of eiuv 
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iaitli'; this eli^drld ‘flistll fly awBy Hke'a flmdow^'^O^tlfe 
Wgfalt hand and to^the deft ': Then (hall nahed foala hang 
I^Viiring in the e^fftyfpace betWiM'^^^aradife and hell'; 

throne fhall be placed) jndgmcnt iHall be' {^ven; 
t6 wind up the fnyfterieB'lof httt a new and ^tnmoVtal 
World ihall at a mohient fpring forth from the womb of 
eternity, and polfefs the place of the former. 

J write not this to inflniA thee. Venerable Bedredin* 
who art a mine of knowledge, but to fatiafy thee, that 
though I live amongil infldela, yet I conferve inviolate 
the faith of my fathers, believing the hook brought 
down from' the eternal archives. Thou feareit that I 
'Ihall turn Chriftian, being aCenfed by fome oi levity in 
my opinions ; by others of profanenefs and atheiim ; by 
all, of difeovering too favourable an inclinatioR ta the 
Nazarenes. 

* 

Suffer me,’ O holy prelidcnt of the fervants of Gd J, 
to ^ufgc myfelf Of thefe falfe imput ation ^, the produdl 
of envy and'nihlice. Permit me to fiy^ thy facred feet 
tt iriodeft apology for my faith. 

Let not that defeription of the Chriilians Meffias which 
'1 Cent thee in my laft letter, create in thee an opinion to 
tUy difadvantage,''nor prevail on thee to think, 1 can e- 
ver (wc^ from the profound attach I owe to the fent of 
God. I htunOur^j^fus the fun of Mary; and fo I do ah 
his brethren^the pi’dphets inparadife: I'his 1 am taught 
in the^Ahclhali.'' Where is then my crime ? If I give ^ 
virtue'its due praifej even in the infidclb, am 1 therefore 
a NdZMie’l 'H I fpeak with reverence and modefty of 
'Chriffiau princes, am not 1 therefore a muffulman I Or, 
doesothe bdok of glow teach us arrogance ? Surely my 
tradueemwill bluft,fewhen they fliah coniider, that otir 
vtiguft'em|)eror8 thpnfelvcs^who are fovereigns of all 
the-kings on earthy, when they vouchfafe to write to 





BidioV IH. 



prwc^s», .di^te thidr letlenf ie a ilyle lull- o£)i^ 

‘Ye^ioa,<ao4 r«^ar4: give.U}eai ntagnifict^nt titles )it 

t]»e begluniug, and #t the coaclufion .they wifli them in- 
^aaCe of fglicity^ both liicre and la paradif^ > And would 
it bieconfc.a. (lave to tr^at: crowned heads with lefa j^fped 
thalhdoes the Maftci* of the Unlverfe ? If I bavi con¬ 
tracted friendihip with fome of the ChriftiaH dervifes, it 
was to fcrve tlie ends of the Sublime Forte, and perform 
the lites of gratitude. I thought it no crimeHto receive 
a kindnefs from any man, or to return it, without .exa¬ 
mining his religion. But perhaps they fufpeCt the inti¬ 
macies 1 had with Cardinal Richlieu,. and ilill have with 
his fuccclTor Mazarini. Reft affured, O holy dervife, 
that my accefs to thefe princes of the Roman church is 
fo ^ar from being oiminal, that without it 1 never had 
been capable of penetratirg into the cuuufels of the inii- 
ddb, nor of doing any eiTcctual fcrvicc to the Grand Si^ 
nior. The countcn.ince which my familiarity with thefe 
two^eat xnii^lR'i^ifFords me, h^s all silong facilitated 
my defigns; and, whiifi: uuJcr ,their umbrage 1 am ta¬ 
ken for a zealous Chriftian, 1 fecretly lay a foundation, 
whei’eon, in due time, Ihali be lutlt» even in the hcatt pf 
Chridendom, triumphal arclics for.tjbe vi^lprious muflul- 
xnans. It is ftrange, methink^ that, after all this, I 
' fliould be fufpedlcd ! That notwit|)jQ:andiiig> I have pa* 
tiently. enduied nine years confiaefnent to- an obfeure and 
private life ; a mclauc-huly baiiifhmcat to.a ftiange coun> 
try, yea, to a city fur which 1 have-.a natural ai^verAon; 
a city the mod unclean, noifv) and vain in thp whole 
earth ; to be ihut up, for fake pf avoiding dxTcQverj, 
in a chamber fo narrow, that fufmeion itfeU» nay, even 
thought, the mother of that litthr paiBpin, would fweat 
and be (liflcd, when once circulbfcribed within, thde 
w^b'j and, after all this, to be made aprifoner pf my, 
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««^ being ^ ^nbometan; tlvit pnnilb-. 

10 ^ &. man^r vnopm uomove^. uncon;upted» and at 
lengt^ (Q be releair«ijd» to the advantage j>f the Ottoipan 
and yetjto be traditced at hoipc» for^ traitoa^o. 
Cod,, his prophetj, ^and my fpvereign^ ^rdy fome- 
thing inQoniillent. 

What is then my crime ^ Or vr}iy am 1 thus afperfed ? 
Let n^y flanderers hereafter be filent $ unlefs they wilt 
lay it to my charge, that in fome of my letters 1 liave 
d^covered a mind free from fuperftition $ that 1 put a 
high value on reafoii, and l*ave no low efteem for fome 
of the anci^t philofopherB j^that^ihxfadeavour to guaid 
my fenfe, and will nut fuifer it to ti^''muazleb with the 
iippofitions of ignorance and pre^dice; that 1 do not 
think it a necefiary qualiticaiion of a mulTulman to ^ur- 
fu^ with inexorable hatred all men that diffti from me in 
opinion ; in fine, that in all my converfation, I ilrive to 
comport myfdf as one who aflerts the unity of the Di- . 
vise ciTence^ the plurality of his pr^^ffflrisj the determi* 
Rate numb|;r of the ele^ ; and who is refolved and pre- 
parjed rnther t9 die a thoufiind deaths than voluntarily to 
CQmmit an impiety againd thefe principles, or the inte- 
refts of the Grand Sjgnior, who has a right to command 
all mankind. If thefe be crimes, I mufi own myfelf cul¬ 
pable ; if not^ let my accufers lay their hand upon theiiF 
mouth* And continue thou, fage dodor of our holy 
Jaw, to inilrud me with thy counfels, to afiift me with . 

r a, 

thy prayers, and to proted me with thy friendlhip : then 
ihall Mahmut perfevere a true believer, a faithful ilave to 
the Ofinan emperor, and a devout admirer of thy longc- 
vky and virtue. , 

1 ihoiild feaarthis /light be die iaft letter 1 fliould have 
the honour to fendKhee, were I not convinced by (bme 
near examples, that old age was not reftrained 
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eil Ix&re tlte flood. 'Thoogh^diflu haft flbr oih^fled^ 
the ordinary years of fneff» yet theitf Is at thiSk tinte, 
far from Paris'^ a man who has near 'dertililed thy age.' 
He\ aft hefrnit* livlnj^ (fti'fe hilly vhere^ things 
ikry iot hSmaa fuftenaftce feem to be tvanting i the waSs 
of his hoiife.arc built of mudy with his owft hands (a 
weak defence againft wind and rains); his 'bed is com* 
pofed of leaYCS of trees; a ftdne ferves him fr|ir*h]| pil> 
low; his diet confifts of fuch htibs and fruits as thll'' 
mountain aflbrds turn; *a neighbooriag well alkys his 
thirft: He has dwelt ift this pWy and ift this tnaanffi" 
eighty-thre^ years* after he had travelled moft parts of 
Europe and Afla. Afk him by what means he prsHnnii 
ed hif life fo longy he atifwersy *• By living free iyom 
carey*aod by being indiflerent to^ all things.’* He 
tels things to come with marvellous fuccds* as has oftea 
been obfmed> which makes the people eftcens him 9 
prophet. ' 

The French tcH me of another who lived Idnger than 
he, being three hundred fiaty and one years old when h| 
died. He was called John of the Times, In regatd he 
lived from the reign of Charles the Great to that of ihs 
Emperor Comade. And being afleed what diet he ufedr 
bis anfwer was, ** Honey within, and oil without.” - 
Thi^ comforts me with the hopes of feeing thee on 
earth, though many years hence; fince no man cao ex« 
^ceed thee in ablhnence, fobiiety, and the catmnefi of thy 
mind. ^ ^ 

The Great Author of Life fo grant, that if I iftay not 
enjoy thic felicity here, yet I may not, by any enormous 
crimes, ment to be excluded thy foc^ty in paradUc. 

Pans, ixth of the jtb Mson, of the Ycas^t^a?** 
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fX ils Trench are puffed op? wilth the late defeat^ey 

gave the Spailtfli fleet in fight of Nhple£% Their joy 
;would know no hounda> were It ttot cvabtd hy the lofs of 
the JDakif of Breze, who wna flam by a cannon bnllet in 
this naval combat. 

, The young Prince of Conde has been alfo forced to 
withdraw his army from before Leridat that place being 
ever &tal to the French. This has leffened the difgprace 
which the Count of Harcourt received the laft campaign, 
in not bong able to carry that town aftna fix moons 
fiege. 

But the news fiom the Itevant has elated aU the Franks 
beyond meafute j yet, X hope, the relations thatTare fcat^ 
tered abroad on that fubjedi, are rather an efied of their 
wiihes than of any real fuccefs agaiuft the invincible Of- 
mans. 

Xt is reported, that tliere have been two fea-fights be. 
tween our fleets and the Venetians; that in the former 
we loft two thoufand men, feven galleys^ and a baffa ; 
that in the latter the Venetians took foity gallcya, hx 
oaramufals, and fifty faiqiies, laden with men and ammu¬ 
nition for the relief of our aimy in Candy. ^ 

The honour of this laft vidory ib afciibed to the va¬ 
lour and condud of Beinard Morofini and Geneial Gri- 
mani; Bernard fucceeding hi& bi other Thomas Morofini^ 
who was killed, as the) fay, in the fiift battle. 

The Chriftians every where cxpitfs great joy for thtfe 
vidorics. The open flreets arc filled with tables, cover¬ 
ed with all mannci dainties, at the public coll; tl ey 
feaft and revel and day ; the btllsi nug contiiiuull., 
and bonfires are u^.dc to ctUbiatc the tiiunph^ 



iNiazarenes; they: p^ag% Jt 9 ^^tl)e^d^s the eoaqaeft^ 
the Ottoman empire, and eternal vtdlories. 

^rom Dalmatia the pofts brin^ diilf neli^s of onr lo&i 
and difgrv:Si^ '* It iahnbvn here, that" the caftlek of Xt- 
monido, Novigradet Nadin; Cariir, and aB the plhcis of 
ftreagth which we had in outpofleflion, except Cltfla, are 
taken by the Venetians. * " 

They laugh at our fiege of Sebenico, where we loft 
two thoufand men, and at length were forced to leave 
l}ur camp to the Chriftians, our general being frighted »• 
way by a few women* 

It feema ftrange and ominous to me, that thofe arms 
which hare formerly cruihed the greateft monarchies to 
pieces, and have changed the* hee of the whole earth, 
ihouid ribw be foiled by a few defperadoes. I dare be 
thus far a prophet, that either the foldieta are difgufted, 
which will produce a revolutibn, or the mighty empire 
of ther Ofmans Ilfew-iAi decline, which God avert. 

The Chriftians (who arc not ignorant of our affairs, 
nor of the very fecrets of the feragHo), by an odd kind 
of charity, pray for the long life of Sultan Ibraht’m 5 for, 
they fay, our aimies mull needs mifcany during hfo 
reign, moft of the oiTiccis being offended at liis licentious 
life, and cruel aCrion<i. Befides, they tax him with pTO> 
fufenefs, in that he has not fpared the private treafury of 
gold, which, by tlie fiugality of his predeceflors, had 
'been heaped together, and which it waft not courited 
lawful fot them to touch, unlefs in the utmoft peril of 
the cmpiie. They fay, that by the additions which 
tan Annirat had made, this tieafure was augmented to 
above thlity millions of fcqu'ns; b^it that onr pn.ii.nt 
»iuperor has fquandcicd'iiK ft of it ayay on his pleafuie. 
Th^y '.omptiie Kim to IlLliogabalus, Jlht moft effeminate* 
piince that ^'er u ..nt J ; pin ung jt the fame time the 
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msignani^^y valotif ot' Sultan Amovatf wh^ tlv^r 
lay, was tlie llouteft man eaiths tjiey bigldy applaud 
lub bravery at tbe Hege af Babylon^ vvben be ^acce^d 
the chalkngp of the Perfiaa fctdier; and enWpng into a 
fingle combat with the unhappy Redbead| at one Wow, 
with his fable, cleft him (though in armour)* to th^tnid- 
die ; in menfional whertof, thou kno^K^eil, that armour 
bangs to this day in the liazoda. In fine, they extol his 
juftice, whereof he gave a remarhahle inftance, iiipuaibu> 
ing a certain hogia who had cheated a pilgrim of bis 
jewels: Thou remembereft that paliage* And the ftone 
snottar, wherein that miferihk wretch nas pcimdcd ahve 
by his own fentence, if yet to be ieen at the gate of the 
dimot • moniimf nt of his viBaap, and ^ finhnn’t 
sice* * 

Thefe thing# arc not naknawn in the Weft t ib# the 
Kaaareoes have their iatelli^ncea in the imperial city* 
Hence they derive occafions to cezihtf^mr pratft the ac** 
toons of our aoguft emperors, who are compamons of the 
fun, and brothers of the flars. 

What I have feid, I truft to thy integrity, whereof I 
have had experience. Thofe who degenerate from that 
virtue, may their fouls hud no more reft in the other 
world than a Frenchman’s hat has in this, which is al- 
vrays in motion. Adieu. 

Paris, sjth of the 8th Moon, of the Year 1647. 


Ill.— 7*0 Mahomet Teckli, JBqfa of B/nOf at ht 

Camp m Dalmatia. 

'I'hou art a fit nmn to lead the mulTalmar armiu, "Nho 
durft not hold uj thy head agiinft a ftw wi m^r F***- 
haps thy mothei’u irilk hnigs )Lt on tV 1 ; ou 




^ A,tn tA/lilf., , iSf 

Sit not^wec^acd fioitl the difcipljfle of the iiorfel 7 >>^ 
'W’as the ilrung fortrefs ct Sebetiic^ of fo faiall a piic<^ 
thjc thou fliouldll bafdf decamp from before it, becaufe 
a fe^iides oil the ^alls ? Is (his the way 

to aggrandize thy mailer ? What will the Chi iftl|n8 fay 
to tins eowgidice ? Nu), what do they not fa) already : 
The new* ot that iicge had letcled all parts of !£u* 
tope; the Nazalcnea weie big with expedlation of the 
event. Now thi) know it, they laugh both at thee and 
ql all the muiTulmans. Thou haft biought a difgiace on 
"Tlie moft t' alttd empire in the w^oild, ^ 

AVha( if thou didfl^iofe t\yo thoufaitd men {lefore the 
walb that fort ^ ts that a fuiEutnt juftiheation of thy 
railing the iiege i Our gloi^ous fultans do not ufc to win 
citk^ and caftles without blood; neithei do thiy fpare 
tfi facriiice the heft part of lUir army to the honoui of 
then arms, whilft our indefatigable foldicrs have moiint- 
cd on heaps of ^ujhicrcd fpahis, and fcaled the battle¬ 
ments of tbcir cneniKd. Whereas, thou wett afraid of a 
few ftoncs that the v omen hurled on thy men from the 
walls ! Thou art more elFcnunatc than Sardanapalus 1 It 
wtie litter for thee to handle the diftaff, and fpm for tl|y 
bread, than to diaw a fwuid ni the held of honour* ^It 
1 j a wondci thy own foldicis do not abandon thee, bung 
I (himed to fuve under lu weak a comm inder* 

I Lounfcl thee, ipiedily to recover thy h ft reputation 
by fomc notable ftivit^. Ia no^- puds allnght thtc.; 
but remember that true fortitude furitipvuitf all difficul¬ 
ties , and til til )ii e nil not pafs into the temjde of ho¬ 
noui but tiiough th t of Mitue. It is n6t ffiy part to 
pro] £l for lliet. The whole efowntry is before thee; 
thu 1 knov^eft, or at les^ft oiighteft to knuw, the motions 
a ftiength of thy enemies Do|fonietbing fpeedily 



4 h3l (bjijllt wiie and Talian^, Tbou liadft bet* 

ter ](oje )^y life fe than by a bow-llruig, v ^ 

thia advice aa a aaarlc of my fntnd/hlp* for Mab- 
fbi^t ufei not lb ftankly to r^rove thofe who^ be efteefaia 
eaemies. Adieu. * 

Patu» ijth 'of the 8th Moooj of the Y(.ar 1647. 


B 


IV.—7b AcHMBTf 

N«t long ago arrived here a courier from Swedeland« 
biinging letter fiom Qu^ Chriftina and Moftficur Cha- 
ttutj the French relident at Stockbedm 

Among other matters they give an account, that on 
the twenty*fe\enth day of the fcvuith moon, that great 
puncefs had like to have been ftabbvd 111 the midft of het 
guaids, funounded with h^r coiutars, before the altar 
of her God, at an hour vvhcu UflEht Tubj*»£l‘, of that 
kingdom were on their knees, to render ILi e 1 propi¬ 
tious to her and the pubhe. 

That day there was a fad pToelaimv.d through all 
Sweddand, and he was edeemed no good fubjed uho diJ 
aot repair to the pubhe folcmnities. The queen, to 
give an example, went at the tliiid hour of the day t'* 
the mofque of her palaee, attended by the great oiHeeiP 
ef date, and a numerous ttam of the nobility. When 
the preacher (as is the cudom) had made aii end of 
fpeakmg, all that v ere prefent fell on their keees, to per¬ 
form the appointed deiotions. But it being the falhion 
of the Nazarenes tq. utter fome feeiet prepaiative on- 
fons, the meot. covered their faces with their hats to be 
more recolleftcd. * 

While all eves were thus veiled, a ccitam 
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fnatchmg the opportunity> from his phiee>nnd,iri(h«* 

o\xt making any great noifei by latge ftridesi advances 
unieen to the railB which enolofe the pavement next to 
the* altar, where the queen was on her kneest BM, in 
leaping o^r, he was perceived by a certain noblcniaiia 
who immediately cried out tq the guards to ftop ^ af- 
faflln. They croiTed their partizans, but the villain huti> 
ed them one againft another with Co great violence, that 
while they were llriving to recover their entangled wea« 
pons, he got quite through them. At which time the 
*^een alTo railing herfelf up at the noife, pulhed the cap¬ 
tain of her guards, who kneeled beftde her: He ftartlng' 
from his place, leaped between the queen and the mur¬ 
derer, who was now within two paces of her. He feizes 
the vwretch; and, npon immediate fcarch, they fopnd two 
long (harp-pointed knives about him, without (heaths; 
one in his bofom, the other in his pocket. The prifon 
being in the ciftle, orj)alacc of the queen, under her ve¬ 
ry apartment, (he was not willing he (hould be carried 
thithtr, but ordered him to be recondufted to his own 
chamber, which was in the college of Stockholm, he be¬ 
ing an ccclefiaftic of the faid college ; commanding alfo 
a good guard to be ftt over him, which was pet formed 
according^. 

As foon as the wretch faw himfelf in his chamber, he 
faid aloud, ** That when he went out in the morning, he 
httlc thought of ever returning again, having undertaken 
* an a£tion, in doing which he cxpcdled to lofe his hfe.** 

They ufed all diligence imaginable in difeovering the 
authors of this intended murder, but could learn nothing 
more than that this fellow was a lunatic, whom at certain 
fcafons an unaccountable fury fpurred on to many extra- 
^agancics. 
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liifpe^ than tie tiras hired by the Luthenn 
iSntj^ give this cxecHible biovpf who were ap{)rehen- 
ttve that the quefeii» heerkentng too much to the infinoa- 
^ons of her tutor, who wue a Cadvinift, wtfbld tnnhvate 
the tiflitIbUilied rdigton of the coontry. ** 

If this be a Well-grounded fufpicion, it follows at the 
beft| ^at ftligton, which ought to corrcft the morals of 
luen, ahd liava an influence in reftraining their exoibitant 
palfiotis, is become the corrupter of their manners, and 
the fomenter of tl»e moft enormous crimes. But this is 
common among the Chriftians, who being divided into 
innumerable parties, diftinguiflied by as nj^any feveral 
names, yet each fc6t is fo Cure tliat their way is the only 
light path to falvation, that they fpare fear neither mur¬ 
ders, faciilegcs, nor treafons, to profelyte the reft td their 
Opinion, being unwilling that any fhould live who are not 
of the fame mind with them. 

The King of France, anil thci^uecn-regcnt, received 
the news of Queen Chiiftina’s delivery from this defigii- 
ed blow with much joy, the interefts of both crowns be¬ 
ing at this time clofely intermingled. 

I can inform thee of nothing more remarkable at pre- 
fent, fave, that certain letters arc intercepted, which the 
Duke of Bavaria had written to the Duke ^ Wiitem- 
berg and the Elector of Cologne ; the contents of which 
difeover, that the Duke of Bavaria is rot far from a re¬ 
conciliation with the emperor; and that, in the mean, 
time, he only waits the event of things to dire^ him xft 
the choice of his party. 

God conflirm thee in thy integrity, that thou mayeft 
ftever waver or fwCrve from the fervice and duty thou 
4 >wcll the Grand l^'gnior. 

Paris^ a 8 th of the pth Moon, of the Year 1^4^. ‘ 
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, V,-~-To Cara Hali, a 'Bhyftcian at CorJlantmopU* 

'X'uou haft heaped many favours on me* yet I have ne¬ 
ver 4iad an opportunity of making the leaft acknowledge 
nent. Ai^cept now a fmall prefent from Malimut’a hands, 
who being pot maftcr of wealth, can make no great ones. 
I fend thee neither filver, gold, nor jewels, which the infa- 
liable avarice of mortals has violently torn from the bowels 
of their common mother ; neither (halt thoiT receive from 
me any of the more familiar piodu<Sls of the earth, fuch 
^ grow on her furface. Expert no choice fiuits, or wine, 
or oil, nor any thing framed by the art of man, whether 
for delight or ufe. What I fend thee is the dew of hea¬ 
ven, a ccitain quintcffence of the elements, an ethereal 
fpirit; ftrft condenfed into a vapour, then itito a more li¬ 
quid fubftance, and afterwards congealed into a gum. It 
is the celebrated manna of Calabiia. 

Adonai the Jew fe>t it to me out of Italy, as a rarity. 
1 knew not whom fo properly to obhge with this prefent 
as the ftudioua of natural things, llali the fage phyfician, 
and my friend. 

The philofopher Averroes, our countryman, has writ¬ 
ten much of this excellent fubftance. He calls it the 
food of the airy angels ; and fays, the young ravens, 
crymg in their nefts, are nouridied by this heavenly diet 
when the old ones forfake them ; and that the camelconc 
fcck no other repaft during their lives, but the inviftble 
manna that every where floats in the morning air. He 
holds it pofllble, that a man, .ifter he has pafled his great 
climadcr, may live without any otlier fuftenance, favc 
what he receives from this heavenly diftillation ; that he 
may thus prolong his life for the fpacc of feven years, 
which will complete the appointed agl of mortals. Ma¬ 
ny of the fubhmely inftruded among the Aiabians arc 
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of the fame opinion; fo arc not a few of the Hcbre^ 
rabbis; but the Cliriilians, who are gluttons, laugh at 
this doctrine as ridiculous and impradicablc, forgettiiig 
at the fame time what they read in their blble (wKich 
they pretend is the rule of their faith), that the Ifraelitcs 
had nothing clfe to feed on for a confiderablc time in the 
defart, when they were almofl eight hundred thoufand 
fouls, and the greattil part of them in their full ftrength, 
men of arms, and inured to the toils of war. 


Certainly it were a defirable thing, that this divine lar-^ 
gefs were diftnbuted to all the regions on earth. But 
God fends his blcHings to whom, and when picafes. 
It is he that dirc6lcth the clcuds, when thev move 


through the air, and rell not till they arrive at barren and 
dry places, where they pour forth their water to reJit/h 


the earth, and render it fruitful, Godl there is but 


one God, Lord of the worlds! Thcfc are figns of his 
unity to true believers, but the incfbdulous have harden¬ 
ed their hearts. 


It is recorded, that in fomer times, the ground where¬ 
on this manna dcTcendcd, btlongcd to a certain noble¬ 
man of the countr)'-, who, covetous of the unufuai bleff- 
ing, undertook to cnclofc all fhal land with a high wall, 
to the end that fo rare a gift might not be made com^ 
mow to every one; but, as foon as the workmen had be¬ 
gun to lay the foundation of this cnclofure, the manna 
ceafed to fall, and fo continued as long as they proceed¬ 
ed in that envf'ms work; which, v/hen the lord of the 


ground was made fenfible of, he commanded the work¬ 
men to defift, faying withal, “ The Almighty gives, and 
the Almightyttakes away; henceforward, I will not feck 
io reftrain the free ^pft of Heaven.” Upon which, the 
manna defeended dailv, as before, and fo has coMtinuc^ 
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to do ever fince. Dovbtlefs, this is a Agn of God’s om« 
nipotence. 

,lf thou wilt permit me to play the philofopher, I will 
teir thee opinion, why this manna is feen rather in 
the kingdom of Naples than in any other region of the 
earth. • 

It is well known, that the earth of this country a<- 
hounds witli veins of fulphur, which are diAiifed up and 
down through all parts, and heat the foil to an extraor- 
^ dinary degree ; hence it follows, that the lower region 
of the air, in this country, mud needs acquire a greater 
degree of «,hcat and drynefs alfo, being perpetually rari- 
fied by the fiery atoms, which every where tranfpire 
through the pores of the earth, as from a furnace. 

fli is being fo, it is not hard to conceive, that the 
vapours whiclr arc exhaled by the fun into the upper* re¬ 
gion, in the heat of a fummei’s day, and there become 
impregnated by the tithereal fpliit (which remains pure 
and unclothed in thofe ferentr tracks, and confequently 
is apt to incoipovate with any proper vehicle), naturally 
dcfcciid again in the cool of the night; but not moetuig 
with a congeneoua b«>dy of \apours in the lower region, 
that air being over purified, and grown defecate through 
the too near neighbourhood oj the burning foil, fo that 
they cannot difl'ufc themfebes through the air for want 
of a fit medium, they confliiing of homogeneous parts, 
and following the natural polition of the clement, and 
the laws of gravity, contra6^ themfelves into little globu¬ 
lar forms, the lower they ^lefcend; thus fettling on the 
leaves of trees, on the grafs and herbs, on ilones, and 
any part of the earth, appearing like grains of traufpa- 
rent gum. * | • 

Hence alfo I conceive, that the fame manna (which 
IS nothing clfe but an ethereal^fpirit, embodied in light 
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and dulcid vapours) abounds in the air of moft countries, 
but remains invilible, rarely fo far condenfed as to fettle 
in a grots body on the ground, becaufe the air of thofe 
regions is not fo rarified as is that of Calabril, Jiaving no 
fucli fubterranean hres to drink tlie vapours up ; but be* 
ing moiil and thick, the dcfcendnig manna*, inftead of 
contrafting itfelf into globular bodies, and through its 
weight finking to the earth, dilates itfelf, and incorpo* 
rates with the floating vapours ; juft as if you pour drops 
of water into a veflel full of the fame element, thofe drops 
do not fink to the bottom, but finding an homogeneous 
body, they mix with it, and are difperfed every way; 
whereas, if there be nothing in the way to ftop them, 
they immediately fall to the ground* ^ 

But 1 ftiall tire thee with my philofophy, forgetting 
that I fpeak to a man confummate in all fciences. A* 
donai relates many remarkable palfages of this country, 
too tedious for a letter. I will oiiiy tell thee, in fhort, 
that the kingdom of Naples is efteemed one of the moft 
dele£lable regions on earth, the trees flourifliing twice a- 
year, and the foil abounding to prodigaHty with com, 
wine, oil, and fruits, and all things necelTary for the 
life of man. Yet the inhabitants have this proverb com¬ 
mon among them ; The kingdom of Naples is a par?- 
dlfe of delights, but it is inhabited with devils fo cor¬ 
rupted are the manners of the people. 

Adieu, dear Hall, and think not Mahmut tedious in 
his letters, who has no other way, at this diftance, to 
converfc with his friends. 

Farts, xyth of the lOth Moon, of the Year 1647. 
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* VI.—To Kerk£r Hassan, Biijfa, 

W HEN this difpatch (hall come to thy hands, be af- 
fure^, thatIMahmut thy counttyinan, and Have to the 
ilaves of the Grand Signlor, wilhcs thee multiplicity of 
happinefs. • I have many reafons to honour thee, beftdea 
the natural affedlion which is, or ought to be, between 
thofe who were born in the fame region. The ma.iy fa« 
vours thou haft done me, have f^ exceeded the obliga- 
^Jtion which arifes from the vicinity of our birth; though 
that was fo near, that a ilrong man would have meafured 
the diftanc^ vrith one flight of an arrow. 

The prefent of kopha, for which I returned thee 
thj^n^ in my laft, has wrought wonderful efifefls on me, 
being a perfe£l cure of the melancholy to whic}t I was 
before fubjed. It has freed me from many diftemjjers, 
and I owe the prefent cafe and chcerfulnefs I enjoy to 
this generous gift. ^ 

Methinks, while I am drinking this excellent liquor, 
I am at Conftantinople, converflng with my friends. It 
Kvives in me the genius of Alia, and fo advantageoufly 
transforms the ideas of things which I fee, that the 
crofll’s on the tops of the Chriftian temples appear to 
pe as half moons ; and my imagination prefents to me 
turbans inftead of hats, as men walk along the ftreett 
of Paris. 

Doubtlefs, great is the force of what we eat or drink, 
which has occafioned all wife lawgivers, among other 
fandions, to preferibe certain rules of diet; and the care 
of our holy prophet has been exquiiltc in this point, his 
prohibitions extending to all unclean meats and drinks, 
flnee they deprave the*conftitutions^f men, and incline 
them vice. But by hie own example, he recommend* 
cd to us thp ufr of this admirable berxy, impoflng a 
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new name on the tree that bears It* when he called 
it, the tree of purification. Hence it is, that all the 
mulTulmans afie£t to partake of the fan^ified benefit, it 
being the univcrfal beverage of the Ofman em^)!^. 

Were -the virtues of it known in thefe wefiern parts, 
it would match, if not fupplant, the credit of their wines, 
iuice it equally refrefiies the fpirits, without intoxicating 
the brain. 

I know not whethej^hou haft feen Pefteli Hali, mf 
brother, iince thy return from Arabia, or whether thou, 
haft heard the news he brought with him out of the Eaft. 
He has furveyed the Indies, Tartary, China, cTunqun, 
Perfia, and other regions, whofc names are hardly known 
in fome parts of the Ottoman empire. Indeed, we l^ye 
formerly .had but an odd idea of thofe remote coiintnes; 
but efpecially China has been hid from the greateft part 
of the eartlu 

In my earlier years, I have hc&rd men of gravity, 
who would be taken for knowing perfons, fay, tliat China 
was but a tributary province of the Tartars, a contemp¬ 
tible corner of Afia, and fo barren, as it could hardly 
afford fuftenance for its inhabitants, which is a lign it is 
well peopled. Affuredly our fathers were ignorant of 
this country, which, after the perpetual monarchy of the 
Ofmans, may be efteemed the fiu:ond empire on earth. 

My brother fays, it contains fixtecn provinces, each as 
large as a kingdom, and that all together they fill up a 
track of ground as big as Europe, which thou knoweft 
is one of the four quarters of the world, and that this 
vaft dominion contains above an hundred millions of inha¬ 
bitants. 

The emperor wh<^ reigned when* Pefteli Hali was there, 
was called Zunchin, a young prince, not above thirty 
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^ years of age, in whofe veins ran the blood of fifteen em- 
ycrors, his progenitors. 

In the year 1640, two great officers in his army, hav¬ 
ing drawn to their party an innumerable company of the 
foldicrs, ^nd being encouraged by fome grandees at the 
court, made a revolt. The names of thefe rebels were 
Lycungz and Changien. They foon became mailers of 
five provinces; but, quarrelb'ng about their lhares, Ly* 
cungz eaufed his alTociate to be polfoned $ and taking on 
himfelf the foie command of the rebels, was proclaimed 
by them emperor of China. After which, he marched 
direflly with his whole forces againil Pekin, a city where 
the emperor kept his court, knowing that the conquell 
of this place would fecure to him all the remaining pro* 
vSCcs of the empire. 

The Cbinefe are reputed a moft ingenious people, ex¬ 
celling in all manner of mechanic inventions, and ’the 
boldcll architcfls ingjthe world. They build bridges from 
one mountain to another, to Ihorten the travellers jour¬ 
ney over the plain between them, and raife towers al- 
moll up to the clouds. Some of their cities are faid to 
be near thirty leagues in compafs, having double walls 
and ditches; and my brother fays, that Pekin wants 
not much of this extent; and that the palace of the em¬ 
peror is near a league in circuit, environed by three walls 
and as many moats, befides bulwarks and other fortifi¬ 
cations. He adds, that this mighty city and palace is 
guarded by an hundred thoufand foldiers. 

This impregnable place the rebels took by flratagem, 
which was able to have refilled all the force of Afia. 
Lycungz held a private con'efpondence with fcveral gran¬ 
dees within the town, and palace ; by whofe connivance 
he fent great numbers of the lloulsll men in his arrjy, 
difguifed in the habit of merchants, who lodging them- 
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fclvcs in divers quarters of the city, on a day appointed, 
fuddenly appeared in arms, and furprifing the guards 
who defended the gates, flew them all, and opened tl|e 
gates to the rebels. • * 

Who can exprefs the confuflon and flaughter that filled 
all parts of the city with mourning and blood ? The bar« 
barous conqueror facrificed all the loyal and brave to his 
unpardonable ambition ; difarmed thofe who efcaped the 
firlt maflacre; and having made himfelf abfolutcT mailer 
of the city, lays a clofe liege to the imperial palace. 

The emperor, now finding that he was betrayed, and 
that it was too late to defend himfelf from the pruel per.- 
fecution and infult of the traitors, takes advantage of 
the fhort refiilance which fome of his faithful fervants^ 
made, to confult his own honour, with that of the 
prefs and his daughter. He had above three thoufand 
wives, for whom he could not provide in that flood of 
calamities, all his care being employed to prevent the lall 
triumph of his enemies, in not fuffering the royal blood 
to be flied by the profane hands of thofe villains. He 
entered into the gardens of the palace, accompanied on* 
ly by his emprefs and daughter, with three faithful eu¬ 
nuchs. The young princefs (who was a lady educated in 
all the Chinefe learning) feeing the great affliAion of her ^ 
royal parents, the inevitable ruin of their family, and the 
univerfal defolation, fell on her knees, and fpokc to her 
father as follows: 

“ My Lord, 

“ Since it is the will of the immortal gods thus to cx- 
tinguifli the luflre and majefty of our fubllme race, let 
their decrees be VulfiUed; but let not me be a fpedlator 
of my parents fall, tf* furvive a tragedy at whicl]^ the 
earth itfelf muft tremble. Have tliis compalfion on my 
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4cndcr years, and let thcfe eyes be clofcd, before death 
feal up yours, fiom which mine borrowed all their light; 
Think not, bccaufe 1 am young, I fear to die: 1 long to 
fee our kindred gods, and reprefent the fate of China, fo 
as to prq^olvc tluir fpeedy vengeance. Surely our dei¬ 
fied auccllors, at my complaint, would gather all the 
thunder in'the heavens, and Ihovvcr it down upon thefe 
perjured and ungrateful traitors ; or elfe they would play 
the chcniifts, and extradt the mod envenomed influence 
of the flars, and dait the heavenly poifon on the rebels, 
as they lie bcfoie ihefc faricd walls, and thus would put 
a period to tlieir cuiftd trcaib.i. Make no delay, my 
toyal fatl«ci, but try the experiment; rcleafe me from 
thefe chains, which hinder n\y tfenpe to paradife; and 
•dsi^tcbe the herald of Inch news as never before furprif- 
ed the blefTed above,** 

I 

The emperor, moved with this pailionate addrefs of 
his daughter, drew'^ dagger from his girdle, and there¬ 
with dabbed her to the heart; and then, druck with rc- 
nioife at fo unnatural a deed, covered his face with a 
veil of lilk : Thus at^ling Againcmnon’s part, when, to 
fulfil the oiaclc, he facriliced his daughter Iphigenia. 

After this, the emprefs, overwhelmed with fo many 
forrovvs, retired into a grove, and hanged herfelf with a 
dlken cord on a tree. The emperor, feeing this mourn¬ 
ful fpcflacle, w'as rcfolvcd no longer to delay his own 
death; wherefore, following her example, he difpatched 
himfelf likcwlfe by a diiiig. But he drd bit a vein, and 
with his blood writ the following words: 

** What is there now dcfirable on e|rth, after I am 
thus betrayed by my own fubje£l| ? I accufe not 
infeAor people; they are innocent: It is to the man- 
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darins I owe my fudden fall, with the ruin of this mighty ^ 
empire. Behold in me the royal line extinft. I am the 
laft of lixteen emperors. I, that was lord of fo many 
fpacious regions, guardian of the bed-chanjber of jtHe 
fun, foie monarch of the orient, lieutenant to <he goda 
of the mines, pofTeiTor of infinite treafures, at whofe 
name an hundred millions of my fubjeds touched the 
ground with their foreheads, am now ready to be tram¬ 
pled under foot by the bafcfl of my Haves. But 1 will 
prevent my own difgrace, and carry this majeftic foul 
inviolate to my renowned fathers, whofe vengeance, join¬ 
ed with that of all the gc>ds, fhall fall on the perfidious 
mandarins, who have betrayed both me and tlifs exalted 
ftate to ruin.*' 

A narrative of thefe mournful paflages was pnnted in 
the Chinefe language, fuppofed to be done by the order 
of the emperor's attendants, who f<^lowed him into the 
garden, and were witneiTes of what was faid and done; 
a copy of which my brother procured to be tranflated 
into Arabic, by a merchant of our nation, who under- 
ftood the Chinefe language, and refided in Pekin. 

In fine, my brother fays, that when he departed from 
China, he left the tyrant Lycungz in pofTeffion of the 
emperor’s palace, where he found an hundred millions of 
ingots in gold and filver, befides an inefiimable treafure 
of pearls and precious fiones ; all which wealth had been 
heaped together by the frugality of the Chinefe empe- 
rofrs. 

By this thou may eft take an ellimate of the grandeur 
and ftrengtli of this formidable monarchy, of which we 
have had fuch cantemptible notions. Neither fiialt thou 
htve occafion to be fifrprifed at the monfirous rife and 
fortune of thia rebel, who in fo ihort a time was lifted 



Book HI. 


A 5F7 AT FABrS. 


203 


•■>40 the height of human foverelgnty* when thou con* 
fidereil, that all things are fubjeft to vicifiitude and 
change. 

* That G^d, who eftabliihes whom he pleafes on the 
thrones «f the earth, and, at the determined period of 
empires, dcpofes fuch as cruKl in their ftrength and riches, 
defend our fovereign from treafons, and from the arrows 
that fly in obfeurity. 

Paris, 13th of the nth Moon, of the Year 1647-. 


■^11,— T‘o Darkish Mehbmet, Baja, 

obligation have I to be concerned for the infi¬ 
dels ? or what iutercfl in the uncircurncifcd ? Yet Na¬ 
ture has tied all our race in fome common bonds of af* 
fedtion, and humanity teaches us to rejoice at the deli* 
verance of the opprefled. 

The kingdom of Naples has long groaned under the 
}oke of Spanifli tyranny. The labour of the people 
fufHccd not to pay the uiireafonable taxes that were im- 
pofed on them. They fweat blood to become yet more 
mifcrablc ; whilil their cruel mailers, having fleeced thcpi 
to nakeduefs, would take advantage of their poverty to 
rivet their chains yet deeper, and render their fervitude 
pad redemption. 

The people were fenfible of their'calamity, yet knew 
not how to (hake off the yoke. It had galled them to 
the nen-es and flnews; their flrength was gone. De- 
fpair of redrefs had rendered them fupine, and took from 
them the very power of meditating their recover}*. But 
Heaven, which protefls the oppreijed, has raifed up 
youtH from ampng the meaneft of the people, to afleit 

» 6 



204 


LETTERS WRITTEN BY Vol. III. 


the public liberty. A fifherman, who has not leen four*- 
and-twenty winters, has undertaken to reftore the ancient 
privileges of the Neapolitans. Who can penetrate into 
the methods of eternal deftiny, which mak^ ufe qf fb 
'contemptible inftruments to check the power of the great- 
eft monarchs ? 

This bold youth, infpired with a zeal for the public, 
ran one day into the (IrceLs, crying with a loud voice, 
** Long live the King of Spain, but let the corrupt offi¬ 
cers perifh.'’ He had no other weapon, favc a reed in 
his hand, but was foon followed by a multitude of boys 
and young men, with clubs and llaves, who went along 
the ilreets of that populous city, repeating the cry after 
him, ** Lo')g live the King of Spain, but let the cor¬ 
rupt officers perilh,’* At firft, the citizens laughi^'^t 
the infant tumult, but in lefs than two hours, this ilflicr- 
tnau (whofe name was Mafldnlello) had enrolled above 
two thoufaiid boys. ^ 

The next day his numbers increafed, by the acceffion 
of all forts of lewd and idle perfons, malcontents, debt¬ 
ors, and fuch as were defirons of novelty. Nay, fome 
of the better fort of citizens fliut up their (hops, took 
arms, and mingled with the popular infurre^tion ; fo 
that ere mid-day there were above ten choufand men 
and boys marching along the ftreets, and burning the 
cudom-houfes, with all their books of accounts, through¬ 
out the city. 

When Maflaniello beheld himfelf at the head of fo vaft 
a multitude, he thought it time to declare the reafon of 
his raiftng this tumult; wherefore, getting on an eminent 
place in one of the markets, hq fpoke to bis followers to 
this eftedl: i 

** Rejoice, O ye faithful people, and fend up accla- 
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mations to tlie God of Heaven, who hath this daf 
put it into your hearts and hands to be your own re¬ 
deemers. As for me, my I'pirit burneth within me to • 
'fee the piiblic opprefliun ; and I fet no value on my 
life, when 1 iiiil began this glorious enterprife. One 
of the princes threatened me with the galleys if 1 per- 
fiiled ; but here are thoufands my witnefles, that, in- 
Head of fearing him, I fmote him on the breall, and 
fent him away joyiul that he tfeaped with his life. O 
ye faithful people, truil not the princes or nobles ; they 
arc the men who opprefs you, and would endave you ; 
truH in your arms, and the jufiice of your caufe. God 
has bt ought you togetlier ; kt nothing feparate you till 
you iia\c freed your country, youtklves, your wives and 
'^.ildren, from perpetual fcrviludc. Choofe you a leader, 
a man of courage and relolution, who is wilhng to fa- 
crificc his life for the common good. As for me, JL have 
liiiherto lived a filhcrman, and fo 1 intend to die.” 

The people, exceedingly moved with this fpeech, chofe 
him with one accoixl for their leader, crying out with 
loud acclamations, ** Long live MaiTaniello, the Patron 
of the Neapolitan liberties.’* 

The lirH thing he did after he was confirmed in this 
authority, was to fet open the prifons, and enliH the pri- 
foners under the banner of the people. 

Then he divided this confufed army into regiments and 
companies; and fent forth a proclamation throughout 
Naples, commanding all to take arms, on pain of having 
their houfes burned ; fo that in a little time he had above 
fifty thoufand armed at his heels. 

Thus accompanied, he marches dhe^Uy toward the 
viceroy’s palace, veiled in cloth oa filver, with a naked 
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fword in hia hand. He was accompanied by a cardinal, 
who undertook to be a mediator between the viceroy and 

• the people. His prefence reftrained the multitude with¬ 
in fome bounds of moderation, for they rever^ced him* 
as the father of the city. Yet they burned aboVe fixty 
palaces of the nobles to the ground, with all their furni¬ 
ture and goods ; and it was prefent death for any one to 
Tcfcue or purloin any thing from the dames; fo rigorouf- 
ly juft was this new lawgiver, this Mofes of the Neapoli¬ 
tans, It was in vain for the viceniy to oppofe force a- 
gainft fo formidable an infurreftion ; He entertained the 
young iiflicrman with ceremonies due to a prince ; and 

• having concluded a truec, gave him the title of Chief 
Tribune of the faithful people. This increafed the ve¬ 
neration the citizens had idready conceived for MaiTaUfT*' 
ello ; fo that in a day or two more he faw himfelf at the 
bead of an hundred and fifty thoufand armed men. 
He gave out all orders for the lepuWic, publifhed new 
edi^ls, and ell commilhons were iftiicd in his name. He 
procured the gabels to be for ever abolithed, reftored the 
people to their ancient liberty ; and, in fine, was murder¬ 
ed by his own followers. 

Let me not feem an advocate for fedition, when I tell 
tbec there was fometbing brave and heroic in the actions 
of this youth. So flrangc a revolution, in fo (hort a ' 
time, has fcarce been heard of in the world : For a beard- 
lefs fiavc to raffe himfelf in fix days to as abfolute and 
uncontroulable a fovereignty as the greateft monarch on 
earth enjoys; to be obeyed by an infinite number of peo¬ 
ple, without the Icaft hefitation or demur, were it for life 
or death } and all this without any motive of ambition or 
|ntereft, 'bat only*to affert the public liberty, is a convin¬ 
cing argument of his virtue, and fhows that Heaven ap¬ 
proved his cnteiprifc* But thcui agab^ for him to lofe 
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all this power in four days more, to be murdered in cold 
blood by bis own party, by the people whofe caufe he 
had fo fuccefsfully vindicated ; this (liows the inilability 
bf^humai^aiTairs, and that there is nothing permanent on 
this fidf^the moon. 

1 pray GdU to infpire the miniders of the Sublime 
Porte to take fuch meafures as may preftrve the mufl'ul- 
man peace. Adieu. 

Paris, 13th of the nth Moon, cf the Year 1647 . 


yill.*—To SoLYMAN, Zh Cotifn, at Cotijlanlinophm 

W HBN 1 clofed up my lad, the hour of the pod waa 
expired, and the meflinger who carries my letters 
to him, hadened my difpatch, preventing what I had 
farther to fay to thee. ‘ 

I am folicitous «for thy welfare, both as thou art a 
mndulman and fo near a relation. Do not forfeit thofe 
titles, by degenerating from thy kindred, and from all 
the illuminated of God. Truth is comprifed in a little 
room, but error is infinite. Thou makett a wrong infer¬ 
ence from the moderation and charity of the true believ¬ 
ers, when thou concluded. That becaufe they believe, it 
ihall go well with all honed men, let their opinions and 
ceremonies be what they will; therefore thou (halt be 
fdfe, in retrenching the cndlcfs and burdenfome wafbings 
(as thou termed them) of the muflulmans, fo long as 
thou leaded a good moral life. 

Art thou fuch a friend to idlenefs and impurity, that 
thou wilr, by a mod pitiful fophidiy, cheat tb}'iclf of 
falvation, rather than take the pains to v^lh thyfelf, after 
the manner, and at the times appointed by the prophet 
of God, and pradifed by our fathers, and all the faitfa- 
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ful throughout the world ? If it be allowedi that fuch 
as, either out of ignorance, or hindered by fome other 
invincible caufe, do not embrace our holy law, are not cir* 
cumcifed, and repair not to the aHemblies of ^e faithjuf, 
(hall nevcrthclefs enter into paradife, provided they obey 
the law of nature, imprinted on their hearts; does it 
follow, therefore, that one who has been bre(i up in the 
undefiled faith, who lias been circumcifed, and, lifting 
up his right hand to Heaven, has pronounced the feve'i 
myilcrious woids, which cannot be repealed; does it 
follow, I fay, that fuch an one (hall be regarded by God 
or his prophet, any otherwife than as a heretic or an 
infidel, if he live not up exadlly to the graces' that have 
*becn given him T No, affure thyfclf, if thou art in the 
number of thcle, tlioii art an apoftate ; thy virtues Tnf" 
vices, and all tliy good works are an abomination. 

Remember the pit ly and magnanimous zeal of AiTan 
Hali thy grandfather, who, when was taken prifoner 
by the CofTacks, was entertained with extreme rigour and 
feventy. Neverthclcfs, a certain Jew in the city who 
knew him, brought him every day. by permlflion of the 
keeper, as much water as would fuflice to wafli him, and 
to quench his third. But one day, as he went with his 
accudomed load, and was entciing the gate of the pri- 
fon, the keeper, cither out of malice or wantonnefs, fpiL 
moft of the water on the ground, forbidding the Jew, at 
the fame time, to bring any more that day. 

The honed Hebrew went in with the remainder of the 
water, and dehvered it to the prifoner, who prefently 
prepared to wafh himfelf, afteV the accudomed manner 
of the mulTulmans. The Jev' feeing that, told him, 
there was not water enough to quench his third ; and 
*lhcrcwith related to him what the keeper had done. “ I 
fee there is but a little (replied the virtuous old manjt^ 
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•‘butlie that drinks, or eats, before he has waflied himfelf, 
is guilty of defiling his foul, and is not worthy to be 
nymbcred among the true believers. Therefore it is bet¬ 
ter for me tn die for thirft, than violate the law brought 
down from Heaven, and tranfgrcrs the traditions of my 
fathers.” Having faid this, he walhed himfelf, being 
reiigned to Providence. 

Coufin, deceive not thyfclf with vain opinions, nor 
fuffer hypocrites to feduce thee. Imitate the adder, and 
Hop thy ears againil the crafty infinuations of heretics. 
It is reported of this little ferpent, that, by natural in« 
ftind, being fenlible when a magician is about to utter 
words, which being heard will enfnare it, lays one ear 
j:lofe to the ground, and with its tail flops the other, to 
th$ end the enchantment may have no effe£l. 

Admit not any man to thy converfation, who fhall at¬ 
tempt to warp thee from the dmplicity of the faith iuid 
obedience wliich thoiAiwclt to the apofUe of God. With¬ 
out water, there is no purity on this fide the grave. That 
element has a force in it of w'hich thou art not aware ; 
it is the third in the rank of living principles ; it is the 
tabernacle of the winds; the feraglio of the generative 
fpirit; the ftage of wonders: in fine, it is the purifier of 
every thing that has breath. 

Thou koowefl, that to ferve the necefiities of the pro¬ 
phet and his army, underfiandiog and fpeech was given 
to a fountain in Arabia, which having promifed to fol¬ 
low him to the place of his repofe, made a channel 
through the defait, and kept pace with the troops of the 
faithful, till they came to Medina Talnahi, that fo the. 
fubmiflive to the will of ileaven might not want that ele¬ 
ment, without which life itfelf would be*a burden and a 
curfe. • 

And yet thou fpeakcll contemptibly of water, as a 
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very indifferent thing, whether we ufe it or not, any 
otherwife than to quench our thirft. 

Thus, making no difference between the many advan¬ 
tages we reap from that element, and that common- ufe 
to wliich the beafts put it. In how many places of the 
Alcoran does the Holy Prophet record the mercy of 
God, in giving us water that is fredi and not fait! How 
does he celebrate his wifdom and goodnefs, for directing 
the clouds to barren and dry places ! Thou canft not be 
ignorant, that it is one of the encomiums of paradife, 
that there are gardens wherein flow many rivers. And 
after all this, wilt thou defpife fo holy and bleffed a gift, 
without which, earth and heaven, men and angels, could 
not be completely happy ? 

Go learn then of the Indian idolaters, who have ndver 
beard of the book of glory ; go learn of thefe barbari¬ 
ans, to prize this fandifled creature. They travel many 
hundreds o£ leagues to bathe thcmldves in the waters of 
Ganges. With thofe incorruptible and all-purging {beams, 
the Bramins 611 certain veffels, and tranfport the inva¬ 
luable liquor to the utmoft parts of that wide empire. 
They travel on foot, fometimes two thoufand miles to¬ 
gether, each man with his load of that precious water, 
to fupply the wants of thofe who live fo remote from the 
river; fo that a bottle of it is many times fold to the 
princes and nobles for two hundred fequins, or eight hun¬ 
dred rupees ; and yet fur all this, thofe very princes 
would not die with a fafe confcience, had they not at leali 
once in their lives made a pilgrimage to this renowned 
river, and bathed themfelves in the waves which blot out 
ftns. ** 

O coiiHii, lei the example of thefe infldels i%.ake thee 
blafli at thy impiety, and excite thee to a diligent and 
indifpcnfable pr<i6lice of cleaniiefs; fo {halt then have a 
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found nnndy in a Healthy body, and the angd of thy aa- 
tivity will not (hun thy perfon*' Adieu. 

7ththe izth Moon, of the Year 1547. 


IX.-— To the Kaimacham* 

The defeat of the Venetians and Morlacks in Bofna 
has reached thefe parts. That news is not unwelcome to 
Mahmut: But I could wiih our general had ufed his vic¬ 
tory with^more moderation. The Chriftians term him 
barbarian^ favage, devil incarnate* and load him with exe¬ 
crations ; for, having taken prifoner the captain of the 
Morlacks, he caufed him to be flayed alive, and after¬ 
wards to be impaled. This captain was an ecclefiailic ; 
they call him Stephano Sorich ; and, in honour of ^his 
zeal and fidelity, the/entitle him, the Good Prieft. They 
applaud his magnanimity and courage in battle, and no 
lefs do they extol his conftancy, during the torments of 
fo cruel and ignominious a death : But 1 tremble to 
think of the blafphcmics and curfes they utter againft; 
our holy Prophet, and all the muifulmans : For this cruel 
execution has fcandalized the Nazarenes, and embittered 
them, even to fury. Their revenge is implacable; they 
would go to hell themfclves, provided the true faithful 
might be damned for company. 

What will our divine lawgiver fay ? or what apology 
will our general make, when the fent of God fliall charge 
him with driving fo many thoufand fouls into an irrecon- 
cileable hatred of the ifhdcfilcd faith p For they look 
not on this as the action of a private lilan, but of one 
who ^eprefents the perfon of our augufl fovertign, tHb 
great protedor of the law brought down from Hcaveiu 
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They fuppofe him to be honoured with the particular 
inilrudiions of his maftcr; and therefore they fay the ful- 
tan has authorifed this unlieard-of cruelty, and that ovr 
religion countenances tyranny, and the moll: nefandous 
method of ihedding innocent blood. 

I am no advocate for infidels ; yet fulFer me to vindi¬ 
cate Nature, which is the common parent of us all; fuf- 
fer me to be folicitous for the honour of our holy profef- 
fion, which is blemifhcd by this inhumane murder. What 
offence had this unhappy captain given, that deferved fo 
dire a puniffiment ? Was it bccaufc he fought valiantly, 
and performed wonders in defence of his country ? This 
is nothing but what becomes every honell man to do; 
and, had our general been truly brave, he would have en¬ 
tertained his prifoner with a refpedt due to his ment. 

Who was a more inveterate enemy of the muffiilmans 
than the renowned ifehenderbeg, Prince of Albania? 
Who more valiant or fuccefsful againfl: the Ottoman ar¬ 
mies ? It is recorded of him, that he never fliunned a 
battle, never fled from his enemies, never fhrunk from 
perils, nor was ever wounded but once in all his life ; 
and yet he fuftained a continual war from two fucceffive 
Ofman emperors, defeated feven vifiers with their forces, 
took all their ammunition and baggage, and, in feveral 
combats, flew with his own hands above two ihoufand 
Mahometans. 

Our fathers did not bafcly revenge themfclvci for all 
this, but cherifficd a veneration for this heroic enemy, 
apd honoured the very duff: of fuch an CKtraordinary per- 
fon ; for, after his death, having conquered Albania, 
they fought out his tomb, where they performed their 
devotions, as at the fcpulchre of a prophet; they open* 
ed the dormitory of the defundl warrior, and, with reh* 
gjous folcmnity, took up his bones, ffiaring the honour- 
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• ed relics among them, and wrapping them in filk, wore 
them continually at their breafts, eileeming them as fa* 
cred amulets againft inisfoi tune. 

o%r general would bluih at an example of fo 
great virtue $ but perhaps he was incenfed, becaufe his 
captive was a pricil; miflaken zeal might prompt him to 
this horrid butchery. Thou, who art Juftice itfelf, wilt 
not approve his bloody paflion, when thou confidered, 
that the prieils of Jefus arc men as well as others, and, 
if they live in error, the fault is in their education. How¬ 
ever, many of them are humble, chaile, fober, and lovers 
of virtue.^ If there be others, whofe corrupt lives have 
contradicted this chara^er, let the crime and the puniih- 
ment reft on their heads ; it is not reafonable that the in¬ 
nocent (hould fuffer for the faults of the guilty. The 
captain of the Morlacks had the reputation of a devout 
and juft man, and a ft out champion for his country; 
had he been taken fSr a fpy, or an afl'affin, the law of 
arms ivould have adjudged him to death.—Yet fuch was 
the clemency of Porfenna, King of the Hetrurians, that 
when Mutius Scaevola, a valiant Roman, eame into his 
camp, with defign to murder him, but by miftake dab¬ 
bed one of the captains, thinking it had been Porfenna, 
and, to revenge that miicarriage on himfclf, thruft his 
hand kito the lire, till the ilelh was confumed to the 
bones ; the king, aftonifhed at his undaunted fpirit, fent 
him away in peace, raifed the fiege of Rome, and enter¬ 
ed into a ftriCt fricndfhip with that nation ; fuch honour 
he bore to the fortitude of bis enemy, and defigned mur¬ 
derer. But the captain of the Morlacks was not taken 
under thefc circumftancA ; he loft his liberty in the heat 
of battle, bravely combating at the hcad!^or his army. 

Wouldft thou know the grounds tiicii of our generalH 
cruelty ? It was purely for the fake oi a jeft. There 
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went a report, that when this prieft was born, his bodjr 
was all over raw, fo that the phyficians were forced, by 
art, to fupply him with a Ikin. Our cruel general, tp 
fport himfelf in the poor man’s mifery, comLianded him 
to be flayed alive ; uttering at the fame time this inhu¬ 
man farcafin, ** There was no reafon that he .fhould car¬ 
ry a flein out of the world, who brought none in.” This 
is attefted by two gentlemen who were made prifoners 
with their captain, heard thefe words, faw him executed, 
and afterwards made their efcape. 

The Nazarenes vow to revenge this unparalleled cruel¬ 
ty on all the muifulmans that fall into their hands, if this 
butcher (as they term him) be fuflered to go unpunifhcd. 
I tell thee, fuch barbarous actions draw down the vehgc> 
auce of Heaven on thofe that commit them, and excite 
the very beafts of the earth to make war, and rid the 
world of fuch monflers. 

Thou knoweft what ufe to make of this intelligence ; 
I will not pretend to inflrufi the fecotid minifler in the 
Ottoman empire. 

Paris, 7th of the lath Moon, of the Year X647. 


X.—To the Mufti. 

If there be any truth in what the allrologers tell us, 
that the ftars have influence on the governments of the 
earth, one would think that Spain lies under fome ma¬ 
lignant afpe£t. 

The fortune of that kingdom has for a long time run 
retrograde: They have had nothing but Ioffes by fea and 
l^nd; the revolution in Portugal, the revolt of Catalonia 
and RouifiUon, the lofs of Ormus in Perfla, and the dc 
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fcf^ion of fcoa, with other rich towns of traffic in the 
Indies, carit^^one upon the back of another. 

•Since which there have been many towns and calUea 
taken froip ^e Spaniards in Flanders. The French made 
an infurre6tion in Palermo, breaking open the prifons, 
and releafing the prifoners; and giew to fuch a heady 
that the viceroy, fearing they would revenge the tragedy 
of the Sicilian ve^ei-s, to pacify the multitude, was for¬ 
ced to repeal the ed^s for taxes, and difannul them for 
ever, and to pafs ar^ a£t of general indemnity, both to 
the rabble, and tf- the prifoners whom they had freed. 

This tumultuous fpirit palled from thence to the king¬ 
dom of Naples, and there, like an infe^ion, foon fpread 
itfelf through all parts, both of city and country : Tw'o 
hundred thoufand men took up arms, to vindicate the 
privileges of the Neapolitans, under the conduct of a 
a poor young hlhem^n. I have already tranfmitted to 
the Sublime Porte, a relation of this formidable frdition, 
wherein it may be thought, I have difeovered too much 
tendernefs to the iiilidels, and feemed to favour the vio¬ 
lence of a faction. But I hope thou wilt acquit me, 
when thou confidered, that thefe governments of the Na- 
zarenes are not to be compared to the facred Ofman em¬ 
pire, which is cftablllhed by a divine right; it having 
been determined by the angel, that he who fhould pof- 
fefs the glorious dormitory of the fent of God, Ihould 
fippntitlcd. “ The fovereign of all the kings on earth.** 
Tb-refore it would be a crime of the highell nature, to 
raife a tumult or fedition* within the territories of our * 
augull emperor, whofe dominion is confirmed to him for 
ever by a patent from Heaven. But the^afe of the Na- 
zarene princes is different, who being profefTed enemies 
to the^taclTenger of God, have no other right to any 
thing, but what their fwords purchafe; and, therefore. 
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when they prey upon others, and by rapine and fpoil aug¬ 
ment their riches, it is no wonder' if the great Avenger 
of crimes ftirs up fome undaunted fpirits to free their 
country from flavery and mid, • ^ * 

Thofe who are curious have remarked many obfcrvable 
circumftances in this revolution at Naples $ asi that it was 
foretold by an aftrologer, a conliderable time before it 
happened, who pointed out the very year wherein it 
ihould come to pafs. The extraordinary emptiuns alfo 
of Mount Vefuvius, fome years ago, were efteemed at 
prefages of fome approaching troubles in the ftate ; for 
it rained afhes on the city of Naples, 1 fpgke of this 
mountain in one of my former letters. 

It is reported alfo, that about the fame hour wherein 
Maifaniello, the ringleader of the feditious, was murder¬ 
ed, there was feen a man hovering in the air, over the 
principal temple of Naples, with a fword in his hand, 
which he was putting up in his fcabbard; and that a 
voice was at the fame time heard from on high, to utter 
thefe words, ** His labour is finlihed, give him reft." 

This is certain, that whilft he was at the head of aa 
hundred thoufaiid men, feven aflaftins were hired by fome 
of the princes .to fhoot him; ytt none of the bullets 
could pencil ate his body, though unarmed, and only co¬ 
vered with his fiftiing rags; and it was evident, that thefe 
bullets fmote him in divers places, his garments being 
marked with them, and he ftaggered wIUi the force of 
the blows. 

Thefe are extraordinary occurrences, and would tempt 
one to believe, that this young fiflierman was the inftru- 
ment of providence, and that Hlavcn protei^ed both him 
and his caufe. 

It is true, indeed, it feemed at laft as if he werf aba% 
dQned by that divine power, which had carried him through 
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fo important an enterprife, in that he was flain by hit 
own foldiers. But then it mud be remembered, that this 
was not done till his work was finiflied, and he went be¬ 
yond his ciftnmiinon. Want of fleep, the multitude of 
aifairSf and much winci had impaired his rcafon, and 
rendered him frantic ; fo that his anions were infupport- 
able, and his own admirers grew weary of him. After 
his death, his head was cut off, and carriedUp and down 
the ftreets on a lance, and his body was dragged through 
the kennels. Yet the very next day, the multitude, t# 
ihow their own ficklenefs, took the dead body out of a 
ditch, whyire they had laid it all night; they wafhed and 
embalmed it, and having joined the head to it, carried 
it with great pomp and folemnity to the principal temple 
of Naples, attended with drums and trumpets, and a- 
bovc a thoufand priefts, with torches in their hands; a 
crown of gold was put on his head, and a feeptre in his 
hand. 

Thus the Neapolitans honoured that beardlefs youth, 
who in ten days time had caufed fuch a revolution, as is 
fcarce to be paralleled, for he was an abfolute monarch 
in effeil:, during that time; and of him it may be fatd, 
as it was once of an emperor, that during his whole reign 
there was neither fpring, nor autumn, nor winter, for his 
royalty begun and ended in the feventh moon. 

By letters from Nathan Ben Saddi at Vienna, I per¬ 
ceive he is molffted with fcruplcs about his religion, be¬ 
ing deiirous to build upon the fureft foundation. I feat 
him the belt advice 1 could, without making myi'elf a 
hypocrite, which, thou knoweft, is more offenlive to Goi^, 
than an open fianer. I drew up an abftra6I of the mu^ 
fulman records, and prefented him with the faithful gp^ 
i*«*alogy, from Ifmael, the Ton of the patriarch Ibrahins, 
down to our holy Prophet. This I did to rediify an old 
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inherent error of the Jews, who boafty that only the fons 
of Ifaac were true beUevers. I endeavoured not to pro- 
felyte him by fophiftiy and artifice, but referred him 
for better fatisfa^ion to the writings of tlfe^ancidnts. 
I promifed to fumifii him with books of our law, and 
the comments of our holy dodlors. This is impoflible for 
me to perform, whilft 1 am in this place, unlefs thou, 
who art a guide of thofe who feck the truth, vouchfafeft 
to fecond my zeal. I addrefs to thee, fovereign prelate 
of the faithful, in behalf of a defeendant from the young¬ 
er brother of Tfmael, in behalf of one circumcifed, but 
not in the right way; favour him with thy divkie initrnc- 
tions, and fupply him with treatifes of light and rcafon. 
A feafonable application may bring this Hebrew into the 
number of the mufiulmans, for he is already difgufted at 
the fynagoguc. 

But if I have prefumed too far, in endeavouring to 
fiiatch a foul from the paws of Tagot, correA me in thy 
wifdom, for 1 am but as an infant before thee. 

Paris, S5th of the ift Moon, of the Year 1648. 


XI.—[Tii&e heglnnlng of this Letter is wanting in the lia* 
liam Tran/leUionf the original paper being torn*'] 

t— — — — — — —All men’s hearts are filled with 
joy, for this profperous news, whilft I mourn for the dif- 
honour of our arms. Nothing but fad tidings grate my 
ears from thofe parts, and more melancholy prefages pof- 
fefs my foul. Methinks I fee thick clouds gathering 
over the imperial city; my llcep is difturbed with fearful, 
.^fiotii $ I ftart in my bed, and, vraking, lay my hand 
*on my fword, as if fome danger were at hand ; •! dream 
* of tumults aud diforders, neighing of horfes and clafluog 
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of arms in the ftreets of Conftantinople. I pray God a- 
vert the omen. 

^It is reported here, that Ali, the Sangiac43ey of Lip- 
pa, is takenttprifoner, and that his fon was tormented to 
death bcfdre his face, in a manner peculiar to the inven¬ 
tion of the pioft barbarous tyrants ; for they caufed (harp 
thorns to be thruft between his nails and his Hcfb, which 
creates an intolerable anguifh ; they laid him oil a bed of 
iron fpikes, and poured melted lead, drop by drop, on all 
parts of his flefh; then they made a fmnll fire, and roaft- 
ed him fiowly to death: If he chanced to groan, or make 
the lead: complaint, in the midft of thofe grievous tor¬ 
tures, they bid him remember the good pried Sorech, 
who fet him an example of coiidancy and courage, in 
that he never filed a tear, or fo much as fighed, when he 
was flayed alive. ' 

Thou feeft that revenge Is fweet, even to thofe who 
having received no illjury in their own perfons, yet are 
touched to the quick with the violence that is done to 
another. This will appear in the humour of the Italians, 
who profeculc their enemies with irreconcileablc hatred 
and malice, whole families being often engaged in execut¬ 
ing the refentmeiits of two fiiiglc perfons, who firfl. began 
the quarrel. But much more forcible is this pafiicn in 
Ihofe who have been notorioufly hurt themfclvcs; and 
the revenge of a certain captain was extravagant, who, 
being informed tliat his general had debauched his wife, 
took an oppoitunity to fiiiglc him out from all other com¬ 
pany, ptetending to walk in the fields ; when he h'>d him 
there alone, he clapped a pifiol to his breaft, threatening 
to kill him forthwith if ht moved hand or foot. Then he 
upbraided him with what he had done, irPfuch language 
as convinced the general his life was in extreme dange^ 
wherefore be humbled himfelf, and confeffed his crime, 
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begging of the captain to fpare his life, and he would pre¬ 
fer him forthwith to the beft office in the army, next his 
own. But the furious Italian would not fell his honour 
io cheap: He forced him to deny God, an€ utter fiiany 
blafphemics, in hopes of faving his life; and wCcn he had 
thus done, the captain faid. Now my revengers complete, 
liiice I fhall fend thee body and foui to the dtvil. With 
that he piftoUed him. 

But leaving thefe infidels to their diaboh’cal paffions, I 
am concerned at the captivity of thy brother, if it be true 
which is related here, that he was taken in his return from 
Canea to Conftantinople. It will coil the Bafla of Al¬ 
giers a thoufand crowns to ranfom him. 

Adieu, Renarba; and if thou art defirous to raife thy- 
felf, take that method which I have now propofed to 
thee. God be propitious to thy endeavours. 

Paris, 4di of the sd Moon, of the Ycjir 1648. 


XII .—Venerable Mufti. 

Thou wilt fay the Neapolitans arc a reftlefs people, 
when thou fhalt know that there have been no Icfs than 
forty general infurrcflions in this kingdom, fincc its firi^ 
reparation from the Grecian empire, whereof it was for¬ 
merly a member; and that, in the fpace of two years, 
they have had five kings, all of different lyitions. 

One would have thought, that after the death of Maf- 
faniello, the ring-leader of the late innovation, the popu¬ 
lar heats would have flackcncd, and the people returned 
to their duty; but the paffionafe defirc* of liberty caufed 
^hem to continue in arms, till the confirmation of their 
prlvilegea fhould come from the king of Spain. 
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In the mean time, Don John of Auftrla, who lay be¬ 
fore the city with a fleet of fifty galleons, played upon 
thpm inccflUiitly with his cannon by tea, and the catUe* 
battered thdki by laud. 

Cardins!! Mazarliii, who has the earlieft intelligence of 
foreign trania^iioiis, has iiad a principal hand in foment¬ 
ing this flame ; for as foon as the news of Maflaniello's 
death arrived here, he difpatched away couriers to Rome* 
with inlltu(^Ions to the French ambafladorat that court, 
requiring him to life all pofllble means to chcrifli the tu¬ 
mults in Naples, and not negle<^\ fo fair an opportunity of 
reducing tj^at kingdom under the prote£iion of France. 

It will not appear ilrange, that this great genius (hould 
aim at the conqueft of Naples, wdicn we confider, that 
this kingdom abounds in all manner of riches ; to which 
its fortunate fituation contributes not a little, for it Ijei 
in the mod temperate part of the world $ and the inhabi¬ 
tants are not fecond \o any people of Europe in martial 
courage and bravery. This is a bait which tempts the 
cardinal, who is not ignorant how valiantly the anceftori 
of the prefeot Neapolitans behaved themfdves in the wart 
of Csfar and Pompey, and thofe between the Romani 
and Carthaginians j nor are they lefs celebrated for the 
ftout refiftance they made againft the Huns, Goths, and 
Vandals; fo that this kingdom, were it once brought 
under the French doimoion, would prove a nurfery, from 
whence this monarch might draw many thoufands of eat- 
cellent folditrs, to ferve him in his wars. 

Befides, it would be more commodious for him to make 
incurfions from hence into the Pope’s territories, if there 
(hould arife any* diflcreeice between the two courts, aa 
there often do, about the rights of the Galilean church, 
the frimehifes of the ambaffadors of this crown in Rom^ 
and o^ser privileges, to which tliey pretend. 
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Therefore, the French ambaflador, according to the • 
inftru^ons of Mazarint, fent connniilioners to treat pri¬ 
vately with the people of Naples, offering them two mil¬ 
lions of crowns, twenty galleons, with eight>Snd*fift)f gal¬ 
leys, and other vefTels; They accepted the propofal, being 
weary of the Spanifh government, and defirous of novel¬ 
ty, encouraged alfo by what thofe commiffioneri repre- 
fented to them, concerning the fuccefs of the Englifh, 
who, by (landing on their guard, and ufing that power 
which God and nature had given them, for the defence 
of their lives and liberties, were now, in a manner, be¬ 
come a free people, having abolifhed the monfirchy, and 
fet up a commonwealth; and this they told them was 
alfo done by Cardinal Mazarini’s counfels and af&Hance. 
Now all the cry in Naples was, Let France and the peo¬ 
ple of England ilourini; and let the faithful Neapolitans 
affert their own liberty. So blind were thefe people, as 
not to confider, thit in putting thcmfelves under the pro¬ 
tection of the French, they did but exchange one bon¬ 
dage for another, it being impoffible for any foreign 
prince to keep this kingdom, and pay all his officers, civil 
and military, together with thofe under their commands* 
with much lefs charge than the revenues amount to: And 
the French are as good at inventing new taxes, as an)j 
court in Europe. 

However, the Neapolitans were enchanted with the 
thoughts of fo much gold, and other nfli(l|nce offered by 
the X’rench commiffioners, and fwcetened with their fair 
words, and glorious promifes; fo that they immediately 
fent deputies, to entreat the Duke of Gnifc, who was then 
at Rome, to come and protect ^them, in taking on him 
the chief commiind of their arms. 

‘ This prince, thinking it a generous a£lion to relieve the 
oppreffed, and that at the fame time he (hould do, a con- 
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; fiderable ftrvice to the king of France, in rendering liim 
mafter of this noble and opulent kingdom, went to Na¬ 
ples, where at firft he was received with infinite ap* 
plaufe, wa%made their general, took an oath of fidelity 
to the pAple, did many notable fervices, but was in the 
end betrayed, and fent prifoner to Spain. 

If the generofity and brave refolution of this prince 
has acquired commendation from fome, in attempting to 
refeue thefe people from the tyranny of their governors, 
yet his conduct is called in queflion by others, who fay, 
he difeovered but little prudence in trufiing himfelf to the 
Neapolitans, who had already facrificed two of their ge« 
nerals : l^or, after the death of MafTaniello, they chofc 
another captain, whom they called the Prince of Mafia ; 
this,prince foiling under their fufpicion, was beheaded by 
the inconftant people. 

It is certain, that there is little confidence to be pul! in 
the multitude, whofe pafiions ebb and flow, and are more 
tempefiuous than the fea. Yet a brave and generous 
mind will fhun no dangers to ferve his prince and his 
country, for whom it is a glorious martyrdom to die. 
There is no great undertaking without hazards, and he 
that is afraid to venture his liberty and life in a good 
caufe, is not worthy to bear arms. Had the Duke of 
Guife fucceeded, his conquefi of Naples had made him 
viceroy of one of the largcfi kingdoms in Europe. It is 
faid to be five hundred leagues in circuit, containing 
twelve ample^provinces; twenty archbifiiopricks ; bifhop- 
ricks, one hundred twenty-feven $ thirty cafiles; barons, 
one thoufand four hundred; carls, fifty-three; forty 
marquifics ; thjfty-foui^dukes, and twenty princes. The 
inhabitants of this kingdom are laid to above two mil¬ 
lions. The ordinary revenues of the king amount 4^ 
three millions of crowns yearly, bcTides the voluntary 
. * *4 
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Batives which have been given by the fubje^s of this 
ftate to their kings, within the fpace of forty years, a- 
mounting to twenty>cight millions, and fix hundred tboq? 
fiind ducats. This kingdom is watered by an Irandredand 
fifty rivers, befides ten lakes ftored with all ihanuer of 
fifh ; among which is one called Averno, ovqr which if 
any birds fly, they immediately drop down dead. The 
ancient Pagans had ftrange opinions of this lake, it being 
the place where they ufed to facrifice men to the infern^ 
gods ; and hard by is tibe cave of one of the Sibyls. 

There are thirty high mountains in this country, of 
which Adonai relates many ftrange and delightful paf- 
fageS| (for it is from him I received this account of the 
kingdom). I will not trouble thee with a repetition of 
all that this Jew tells me, only one thing is worthy of fo- 
mark. 

He fays, that the bodies of the three young Hebrews, 
who were put into the burning oven b) the Babylonian mo¬ 
narch, becaufe they would not adore his idols, are preferved 
in a mofque on one of thefe mountains; and that on the 
faid hill, no eggs, flefh, or milk, will endure an hour with¬ 
out putrefadlion, but prefeutly breed an infinite number of 
worms. He fpeaks in the praife of thefe mountains, 
which are clothed wdth vineyards, gardens, and woods, 
on the top and fides; and in their bottoms have very 
rich mines of gold, filver, copper, iron, cryftal, alabafter, 
and adamant. In fine, Adonai, who has travelled over 
aU this kingdom, calls it the fcrlileft region of all Italy, 
which is efteemed the paradife of Europe. 

Doft thou not think now, venerable guide of the elefV, 
that the Duke of Guife had rcafim to prefer the honour 
of conquering fo«renowncd a kingdom, to the fafety of 
hh perfon ? Or wilt thou not rather conclude, that the 
redu^on of this happy ftate would be an expedition wor- 
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thy of the Ottoman arms ? It is certain, that the riches 
and plenty of this region have tempted more nations to 
invade it, than apy other kingdom on earth; it having 
beep the pfize, at which no Icfs than hve-and-twenty fe- 
veral nations have aimed. 

Cardinal Mazarini is much troubled at the Duke of 
Guife's captivity, and has olTercd great fums of money 
for luR ranfom ; but the king of Spain rejefts all propo- 
fals of that nature ; fo that it is thought the Cardinal 
will contrive fume way for the duke’s efcape, either by 
bribing his keepeis, or by fome fccrct ftratagem. 

I am not much concerned for the infidels ; but it would 
be no fmall joy to hear, that fome care were taken for. 
the redemption of Mahomet Celebe, who, thou knoweft, 
has not deferved ill of the Sublime Porte. Adieu^ holy 
Patriarch, and forgot not Mahmut in thy addreifes tA 
Pleaven. ' 

Paris, 27tl>of the jd^foon, of the Year 1648. 


XIII. —To Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Superintentknt 
of the College of Sciences at Fez, 

f Hou to whom the iiTues of Paradife arc revealed, and 
the road of the angels when they come down and go up 
through the feven lieavens ! Thou that canft marlh^ the 
hoft of tlie (lars, and underftandeft the difcipline of the ar¬ 
mies living an^ftrong, the orders of the potentates encamp, 
ed in the fields ot light, the domeilic guards of the throne 
bleflcd for ever; tell me the age of the world, and declare 
the beginning obtime : .Rciblve me, whether this mighty 
fabric be but of yefterday, that is, of five or fix thoufand 
years ftaiiding, as the Jews and Chriftiahs fay, or 
ther &e years of its duration be not pad a calcule. 

* S 
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The vifions of thy progenitor, the lieutenant to the 
fent of God, are extant in the Arabic tongue* In them 
it is written, My foul on a fudden became as though 
it had wings; a fpiiit entered me, and a febtle wind 
lifted me up to the top of Mount Uriel, whtre I be¬ 
held marvellous things. I loojecd behind me, and faw 
the ages that were paft; and lo, they were without 
number, or beginning. I beheld the four feafons of 
the year ever returning at their accuftomed time, and 
the fun forfook not his courfe for a thoufand thoufand 
generations; I counted a million of ages, and yet there 
appeared not an hour wherein darknefs had pofielTed 
the abyfs of matter, or wherein the endlefs lirmament 
was not illuminated by the moon and ftars. Whilft 1 
coniidered thefe things, a liquor was given me to drink 
by an unknown hand; it was of the colour of amber: 
when 1 had tailed it, 1 felt a marvellous force in my 
body, and my eyes were more piercing than an eagle's. 
Another wind, more powerful than the fonner, blew 
out of a cloud, and carried me up to an exceeding high 
^lace, far above the talleft mountains; there I trod in 
the foft air, as on a pavement of marble. I was ravifh- 
cd at thefe things, and the exaltation of my Hate made 
me forget my mortality. I beheld the earth at a vaft 
dillance under my feet, as one that did not beloilg to' 
it; it looked like a Ihining globe, not much unlike the 
moon, but far bigger. All the living generations which 
had fucceilively inhabited the earth frodl its nativity, 
pafTed by me, and they appeared in various forms; 
firll came a race of centaurs, ’then of fatyrs, next of 
angels, and laft of men. WhiJe I n^rvelled at thefe 
things, a voice«reached my cars, as from behind me, 
.faying, Thefe are the four ages of the world, and the 
four fpecies'of beings, to whom I gave the poffelEdii 
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of the earth; but for the impiety of the three fo^ncr, 
I have exterminated them; and when men fhall have 
completed the meafurc of their fins, I will caufe the 
trumpet ^ found, and all things fiiall retire into the 
cave of*fi!ence and darkncfs. Having heard this, I 
found myfelf in a moment on the earth, which 1 had 
before feen afar off; then 1 knew that 1 had been in 
a trance," &c. 

Ido not rehearfc this vifion to teach thee any new thing, 
venerable prcfident of the fouthern fages (for I know 
the archives of thy college arc replenifiied with all manner 
of excellent treatifes, and that thou art no ftranger to the 
writings bf the prophets), but to crave thy interpretation 
of fo great a myfiery, and to reafon with thee about the 
world’s duration. My fatisfadion would be fmall, in con* 
templating the various beauties of the univerfe, the quali* 
ties of tlie elements, the iiatuics of living things, the vir¬ 
tues of plants and minerals, with the force of the heaven* 
ly bodies, were 1 aiTured that thefc things were not al¬ 
ways fi). That thought would damp my greatefl enjoy* 
mciits, if I were conviiiced, that fo many fplendours, riches, 
and pleafures, ns this vifible frame affords, were not dif* 
clofed for millions of ages, but lay hid in the bofom of 
eternity. Methinks, it is too low an opinion of the om¬ 
nipotent goodnefs, and looks as if the authors of it fuf* 
peded God of envy ; who, when he might iiave made ia- 
finite myriads of creaiure-s happy, in thefe vifible emana¬ 
tions of his df^'inity, without either beginning or ending 
of time, yet, according to their dodrine, contented him- 
felf to let only a determinate number tafle of his munifi* 
ceucc for a fcw^centuri^s of years. This is not fuitable 
to the charader of that infinite Being, jhe eternal fcuice 

of all perfedions. 

* 



LETTERS WRITTEN BT 


Vol. Ill 


aaS 

Whst then le meant by thofe four ages, and the four 
%>edes of beings, which were fliowed to the exalted of 
God in that holy vilion f Tell me, great light of Africk, 
il it repugnant to reafon or faith, to belief, that );he 
earth has been inhabited from eternity, (ince iiur holy 
dolors teach us, that it was peopled long before the 
creation of Adam ? No inuiTiilman, that has ever gone 
the facred pilgrimage, but has vifitid Mount AtafFa, 
where Adam firfl faw Kve his wjfo; whtre he has been 
lnilru*5^ed in the hiiTory of that firfl: father of mankind ; 
and how, that before hib time, the earth was inhabited by 
angels, who being ca^mmanded to adore Adam, refufetl 
it, and were turned to devils, being expelled from the 
earth. Thou knu\^eli:, moreover, that it is in the fucred 
traditions, tlrat God g tve to Adam a wife, whofe name 
was A'ileth, but that ihc being ol tire race of thofe devils, 
refufed to obey Adam; whence it came to pafa, that 
they lived in continual quarrel and enmity for the ipaee 
of five hundred ycais, till at length Alrleth flew up int.> 
the air, and abandoned her huiband ; of whicli, when 
Adam complained to God, he ferit three mighty angels 
in purfuit of her, cumnranding them to tell her, that if 
(be would rd:iirn to her huiband, it (hould go well with 
her, but if ihe would not, an hundred of her children 
Jtould die every day. The angels followed her, and over- * 
took her oa the Red-fea, where they threatened to drowa 
Jaer, unlefs ihe would return to her huiband; but ihe 
made excufes, and told them, ihe was creAcd to deftroy 
young children. Then tire angels hud hands on her, when 
Ihe, to pacify them, fwore by the bottom of hell, that 
wbenfoever the names of them tlyve flioijd be written oa 
any Ichedirle, th|t (he ihould liave no power to hurt the 
ikrfants, they difmiiTed her. After this, God compaiHoii- 
ating Adam's (blilude, gave him another wife, called'Evr.’ 
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This tradition confirms the viiion of the prophet; and 
we need not doubt, that thj carlii was inhabited before 
Adam’s time ; and it th it be granted, why might it not 

people^ tor millions of ages, as well as for the fmallcft 
term that ignorance or error may afiign to its duration ? 

1 liavc difcourfed with fevcral of the Jcvviih rabbis and 
Chrillian doctors on this fubjed, men of abflrufe learn¬ 
ing and fiiblimc thoughts, yet 1 can find but a few who 
are cmanc’pated from the prcjudicos of a fupei ililious 
educatlo.i: They have been, fro n tiic'r infancy, prepof- 
fefied with a falfe notion of ilue works of God, believing 
them to.be finite, both in extent of fpace and time ; they 
circiimfc^ibe this vlfible world within 1 know not what 
fiaming ciicle, and believe the fiifi matter itfelf to be but 
five days older than Adam, taking each of thofe days for 
the fpace of four-and<twcnty hours, wherein the fup fi- 
nifiies his diurnal circuit through the heavens. 'I'hey 
confider not, that,»according to their own Bible, there 
was light and darknefs, and confequently day and night, 
before the fun was created ; but how long thofe days and 
nights weie, is not detetmined by Mofes ; yet in another 
part of their Bible, it is faid, that a day with God is a 
thoufand years, and a thoufand years is a day; fo that, 
according to this interpretation, Adam was not created 
till above five thoufand years after the beginning of the 
world. Yet when I bring this pofitive place of their own 
Xcripture againlf the Nazarciie fages, they Hiufile it off 
witii empty Arafions, and rather than beb'evc the indefinite 
antiquity of the world, they contradict their own fenfc 
and rcafon, invalidate tbc tefiimony of a prophet, deny' 
their faith, anc^appear^unmafleed infidels. 

Both they and the Jews have corrupted the truth with 
many errors, and we muft feck farther, for the origiial 
Coietfee of aature.. The illuminated of God have always 
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. taught) that the earth was inhabited long before the ap> 
pearance of Adain; and all the Eaftern fages believe a fe* 
ries of generations to have dwelt on this globe for inde¬ 
terminate ages. f 

I have a brother lately come from the Indies a He re¬ 
lates ftrangc things of certain books, which are only in 
the hands of the Bramins. They are written in a lan¬ 
guage which none vndvrdand but thefe prieils, yet a lan« 
guage as copious as any other, and taught in their col¬ 
leges by rule. Thefe books contain a hidory of the 
world, which, they fay, is above thirty millions of yeara 
old. They divide the term of its duration into four 
ages; three of which, they fay, are already paft, and a 
good part of the fourth. Now I would fain know, who 
wrote thefe books, and at what time, and where this lan¬ 
guage was fpoken. They call it the holy language, fay- 
i ig, that it was the drd fpoken on earth. It is drange, 
that no hidory (liould mention fo dit ine a fpeech. Wc 
have the chronology of the Latin and Greek, and can 
give an account wlitu and where they were fpoken, ihougb 
they arc now grown obdiletc, and no otherwife to be 
learned but in the fchools and academies. This argues 
the antiquity of the Bramins language and books, in re¬ 
gard they fall not within any other record, fave their 
own, which fays, they arc as old as the world : For if 
this alTertion were falfe, the impodure would have been 
difeovered as foon as bioached, and the learned fages of 
the Ead; would quickly have difpioved fo Aianifed; a lie. 

* There feems to me fomething extraordinary in this pre¬ 
tendon of thefe Indian philofophers, and 1 would gladly 
be convinced of the truth. Metj^inks i^is an iUndrioutt 
idea of the divinej)crfc£Iion3, when one conceives all this 
v^ and endlefs concatenation of beings to flow from the 
eternal nature, as rays from the fun } and tliat they can 
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no more be feparated from it, than thofe beams can from 
that viAble fountain of light. It will not be difficult then 
^o interpret thejbiilory of Mofes by this regifier of the 
Bramins, and reconcile the Ax days of the one with the 
four agcS of the other, Ance a day, in the divine fenfe, 
may amount to millions of years, as well as to a thoufand. 
And it will be more congruous and agreeable to believe, 
that after the birth of the Aril matter, there elapfed many 
ages, before it was wrought into fuch an inAnite variety 
of appearances as we now behold; and that the Ave days 
which Mofes computes before the produdion of Adam, 
might be fome millions of years, in which time the di« 
vine Ar^ite6l gradually drew from the abyfs of matter, 
the fun, moon, ftars, plants, and animals; which may 
ferve alfo to illuArate the viAon of the holy anceAor, with 
which I began this difeourfe. ^ 

Adieu, fublime intelligence of the torrid 7one, and fa¬ 
vour Mahmut with ti tmnfcript of thy thoughts concern¬ 
ing thefc things. But if thy Alence Aiall condemn my 
prcfumptions and importunity, 1 will wait fur thy anfwer 
till the Platonic year, when, according to the doftrlne 
of lliat philofopher, wc ihall all be alive again. 

Paris, 19th of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1648. 


XIV .-—the Mufti. 

In a fornxer^ifpatch to thy fandity, I have acquainted 
thee with the infurtedlions in Palermo, mentioning the 
fear of the viceroy, left* the French in that iAand Aiould' 
then take the^ opportunity to revenge the proverbial 
cruelty of the Sicilian Vefpers. If thou art unacquaint¬ 
ed v/ith that tragedy, 1 will inform thee in brief. 
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About three hundred and threefcorc years ago, there 
reigned in Sicily one of the royal blood of France, they 
call him Charles of Anjou. He had French garrifons iii 
all the cities of that kim^dom ; but thefe foMiera com- 
mitted fo many infolencics as rendered them odious and 
infupportablc to the natives, who therefore refolred to 

f 

exterminate them. 

The French arc very licentious in their conqutfts, nei¬ 
ther fparing men in their anger, nor women in their luii; 
they make no difi'ercuLt between the noble and the vul¬ 
gar, but facrince all the regards of honour and civility to 
their impetuous appetites. 

They were guilty of innumetable rapes and violences 
in S’ciiy, among the meaner people, and fometimes ex¬ 
tended their rudenefs to perfons of the beft quality. It 
was common for them to affront both virgins and matrons 
as they went along the ftrects, by thruffing their Lands 
under their garments, under pretence of fearching for 
hidden arms. Among the reff, the wife of a certain lord 
in Falenno, going to pay her devotions at the temple, 
was feized by the command of the captain of the guards, 
and (Itipped naked before all the foldiers, in order to dif> 
Cover certain treafonable papers, w'hicli they fufpeflcd Hit 
carried about her; but finding none, (he upbraided the 
captain tvith inhumanity in offering fo grofs an affront to 
a lady of her rank : He, feeming to be forry fur the in¬ 
dignity (he. had received, begged her pardon, and retiring 
with his foldiers out of the room where (h^was, left her 
to put on her apparel. In the mean while, he was en- 
flamed with a furious pafilon for this lady ((he being very 
beautiful), aad having lent the foldiers away, he returned 
to the ’•oom wher| (he was: He addreffed her with muclx 
ccuit(hip, but fiu^ng that ine£Ee£lual, he forced bcr«. 
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^ When this was made known to her hufband, he burn¬ 
ed with deiire of revenge; and| ftirring iip aU the Sicili¬ 
an nobles and people, it was privately agreed betvreen- 
tiiem, that ^n a certain feftival, when the bells Ihould toll 
to even-fong, all the Sicilians ihould take arms, and maf- 
facre the French throughout the iiland. This plot was 
Oarricd fo fecretly, that before the French could get the 
kaft intimation of it, they were all murdered en the day 
appointed. 

I forgot to acquaint thee in my iaft, with a inllany 
which was difcovered in the late tumults of Naples. At 
they were^arching up and down the ftreets, burning the 
cuftoin-houfes, and the habitations of thofe who had been 
eoncemed in gathering the taxes, they entered the houfe 
•f a certain notary, or public fcribe of that city, who had 
been- reprefented to them as a promoter of thofe unrea- 
fonable impofitious: They feized on the man^ and began 
to carry his goods out into the ftreet, in order to be 
burnt; but as they were rummaging in an apartment 
which was toward the gardens, they heard a great ikriek- 
ing, as of women affriglited; and perceiving the voice to 
proceed from within a wall in the room where they wercg 
they fearched about for a door to enter into that place, 
but finding none*, they broke through the wall; where 
they found two women with their hair hanging down to 
their ancles, and their nails grown like the talons of aa 
eagle. Inquirj^g of them how long they had been there, 
and on what occafion, the eldefi of the women made this 
anfwer: The matter of this houfe is my own brother, 
who, w'hen my father died, was entfufted by him to pay 
sne fix hundred ducata, which he bequeathed me as a le¬ 
gacy for my maintenance, my huiband being dead; but, 
my brother, inttead of doing me this jullice, immured 
both ^ and my daughter, whom you fee here, between 
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thef<; wallsy where we have lived thefe fevcnteen years^ 
being allowed by this cruel man no other food but bread 
and water,** ^ 

The people, incenfed above meafure at fo barbarous a 
cruelty, hanged up the notary, and gave all hil' eftate to 
this widow and her daughter; an exemplary piece of 
juftice, performed by mutineers, which could not have 
been done by the law, the crime not reaching his life, 
though, in the fenfe of all men, be merited death. Thia 
is another argument, that dciliny had a hand in this in- 
furredUon, and that MalTanieUo the hfhennan was the 
executioner of God. 

I obey thee, fovereign prelate, with an unconditional 
devotion, and revere the idea of thy fan£iity: Vouchfafe 
to pray for Mahmut, that whilil: he condemns the barba¬ 
rous cruelties of the Nazarenes, he may not render him- 
itlf incxcufable, by doing any injuftice himfclf. 

Paris S«d of the 5th Moon, of the Year 1648* 


XV .—To the Kaimacham. 

'I'HE Arabian proverb fays, ** There is more danger to be 
feared from one of the Coreis, than from a thouland Bo- 
becks.** Thou knoweft, both thefe were noble families 
in Mecca, and fworn enemies of the meflenger of God; 
but the Utter, as their name imports, were too open in 
their councils to do any confidcrable execution againft the 
holy one ; whereas the former were always referred, and 
laying of fecrct trains. 

Such is Cardinal Mazarini, the hidden enemy of the 
Ottoman empire. There feems to be an ambition in this 
%reat genius, equal to that of his predeceflbr Rlchlieu^ 
who would be eileemed the mod eminent amon^ men. 
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Nothing will fatisfy this mitiifter lefs than a fubverfion of 
all the monarchies on earthy which appear obftacles of 
that grandeur ti» which he defigns to raife his mailer* 
Yet he at^mpts not this by open force# knowing that it 
, is impraiflicablc, but ads in the dark, driving to under¬ 
mine thofe dates by intrigue, which he cannot fubdue by 
arms. He has his agents in all the courts of Chriden- 
dom ; and thou needed not dartle if 1 teU>thee, there is 
ground to fufped he is not without his creatures at the 
Subh'me Poite. All Europe is fenlible, that the late re¬ 
volutions in Portugal and Catalonia, the infurredions in 
Sicily an^ Naples, and the rebellion of the Engliih, Scots, 
and Iriih, are in part owing to the policies of this mini* 
ftcr; and I can tell thee more on that fubjed than ia 
known to every one. 

Ofmin the dwarf, who dill retains his good inclinations 
to the Sublime Porte, finds an unfufpeded accefs to all 
the grandees, to whom the fmollnefs of his bulk and da- 
ture affords no fmall divertifement. Befides, they delight 
to pofe him with problems, in regard there is always fome« 
thing fo lucky, befides the wit, in his anfwers, as either 
creates admiration or laughter. But their mirth would 
quickly be changed into other palfions, were they fenfible 
that their little buffoon is no other than a fpy upon them: 
For Ofmin, having fo many opportunities, lurks in cor¬ 
ners, like a fpider, undifeovered, and unthoiight of; he 
creeps into th^ir bed>chamberB and cabinets, where he be¬ 
comes privy to their greated fecrcts: If they ihould catch 
him in any of his concealments, behind the hangings, or 
under a bed, it would only pafs for a frolic to give them* 
diverfion; and lie nevcr*wants for a repartee, or a jed, to 
bring himfelf off. • 

, I lyive taught him a cypher, which he makes ufe of t& 
tranfgjjje any letters, or other papers of moment, with 
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eharaden for fpeedy writing, which comprehend whole' 
lentences in a dafli or two of the pen* 

It » but lately we have pitched on chis method, and 
the firft attempt Ofmin made, was in Cardinal^azarini’s 
clofet, into which he flipped, under the ikirt of a noble- 
Bian's cloak, who juft then went in to fpeak with the 
cardinal. This adtive dwatf, taking advantage of the no¬ 
bleman's approach to the table, dexteroufly crept un¬ 
der the carpet which covered it, reaching down to the 
floor, where he lay unfeen till the cardinal was gone, and 
the clofet locked up. 

During the time of their conference, which was not 
▼cry long, Ofmin heard the cardinal fpeak thefe words to 
the lord : ** One of the flaves of that baflk (fays he) is 
an Italian, whom I formerly entertained in my fcrvice, 
and one in whom I confide ; he was taken by the Turks 
at fcji, and as foon as he was fold to this grandee, he ac¬ 
quainted me, in a letter, with his condition, impbring my 
affiftance towards his ranfom. 1 promlfed to redeem him, 
on the conditions 1 have told you; and fince that, he has 
not failed to perform them ; his mailer having accepted 
the piftols, and entered into the aftbeiation; fo that 1 
hope in a little time to lee that proud tyrannical race ex¬ 
terminated, the Tartars excluded from fucceffion, and the 
empire divided by the fword of ftrangers. Ragotlki ia 
tiie only obftacle; that prince it wavenng, and we can¬ 
not truft him. The balia of Aleppo, wit^ tbofe of Si- 
don, DamafeuSy and Babylon, are ready to cover the 
fields of Alia with their armies. If things were as fc- 
enre on the fide of Europe, the blow fhould foon be 
gjiven.” o 

There pafled fbme other difeourfe between them, which 
6fmiii could not diftinguif^ in regard they removed to 
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the windowf and fpoke low $ but this was enough to 
roufe his cunofity, and put him on a farther inquiAtion. 

. As foon as the rmim was void by their ubfence* he 
name fortt^from his retirement, and fell to examining the 
papers w^ich lay on the tabic, hoping to difcover more 
of tin’s plot; but he was difappointed, and only met with 
a few letters from his agents in England ; wherein, b« 
mojig other matters, they gave the cardinal an account 
that they had hunted the lion into the toils, paA aU hopes 
•f an efcape ; by which, I fuppofe, they meant tlie Eng* 
lilh king, whom the rebels have conAned to a certain caf- 
tie in th^r polfeflion. OAnin tranfcribed fome of thefe 
letters, and brought them to me. A copy of one of 
them 1 here fend thee enclofed ; it was written from the 
council of the Irilh rebels; by which thou mayeA fee, 
what a Aiare the cardinal has in abetting thefe traitors, 
clfe how could they demand of him the performance of 
the Queen Regent’s*promire to afliA them with money 
and men ? 

There is one alfo, dated this prefent year, and fubferib- 
ed by Monfieur Bellieure, the French ambaifador in Eng* 
land ; but Ofmiii had not time to tranferibe that, being 
prevented by the cardinal's return, which made the dwarf 
^ fnatch up his tools, and abfcoiid under the table ; yet he 
remembered fome of the contents of that letter, and told 
them me at his next viAt. The ambaAador in that letter, 
Informs the cardinal of a certain German prophet, who 
foretold, l^iat there Aiould be a great revolution^in 
the goverment of England, and that one of the mighticA 
of all the EaAern princes (hould be depofed this year, and' 
murdered by his fubjcAs." 1 pray Heaven, avert the 
omen from the feraglio! He acquaints this miniAer alfo, 
fhat he had fucceeded in his negotiation with the officeA 
of th^jipbels army. There were other obfeure paAagea 
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in the letter, which Ofmin has forgot; but thcfe are fuf- 
ficient to demonftrate how bufy the cardinal is, and what 
a hand he has in foreign affairs. t 

Another opportunity, 1 hope, will bring to^ light more 
of this minifter’s fecrets. Adieu. 

Faris, 4th of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1648. 


XVI.—To Festeli Hali, hh Brother, 

Ti HE oftener 1 perufe the journal of thy travels, the more 
1 am delighted with it; for it is evident, that^the coun¬ 
tries through which thou haft paffed, have been as fo 
many fchools of wiTdom to thee, wherein thou haft learn¬ 
ed, even from men's vices, the way to perfeAion; much 
more from their virtues. Thou haft found, that though 
men's natural difpofitions differ, as do the climates which 
afford them breath, yet they all agr^e in common frailties. 
There are alfo vices peculiar to certain countties; it were 
to be wiihed they could be matched with as many na¬ 
tional virtues. But human nature is a rank foil, more 
fertile in weeds than wholefome produds $ yet there are 
gardens, as well as defarts; and thou haft obferved fome 
perfons, illuftrious for their goodnefs, and the noble en¬ 
dowments of their minds. 

I am extremely pleafed with that rare example of ge- 
nerofity which thou rclateft of an Indian merchant, who, 
not content to give alms to all that aflcediiim, or whom 
he knew to be poor, fought daily occafions to exercife his 
charity, hunted out the indigent and unfortunate, and 
wherever he difeovered the 1iiv:ament^ of poveity in a 
man's face, or turaced footfteps of it in his behaviour, he 
*could not reft till he had relieved his wants, and made 
him happy to his very wlfhcs. I tell thee, poveity is a 
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'^kell upon earth, and he that has this curfe, anticipates 
the torments of the damned: It eclipfes the brighteft 
nirtuesy and is the very fepulchre ofbrave defigns, depriv« 
ing a man^f the means to accompliih what nature has 
fitted hinl for, and ftlfling the noblefi thoughts in thdr 
embryo. How many illuftrious fouls may be faid to have 
been dead among the living, or buried alive in the obfeu- 
rlty of their condition, whofe perfeAions have rendered 
them the darlings of. Providence, and companions of an¬ 
gels I yet the infuperable penury of all things, has rank¬ 
ed them among the caft-aways of the earth, in the eyes 
of men. ^ To fuch as thefe our divine lawgiver com¬ 
mands us to extend our charity, giving us certain charac¬ 
ters and marks, by which we may dillinguifii them from 
the crowd of the unfortunate. And I like the Indian’s 
bounty the better, in that he fo exa£Uy feems to comply 
with this precept of the Alcoran, generoufly preventing 
the requefts of the indigent,andby an excels of benignity, 
courting them to accept of relief. In this he alfo veri¬ 
fies the Arabian proverb, which fays, ** He gives double, 
who gives unaiked.” 

Thou commendeft the induftry of the Chinefe, the ad¬ 
vances they have made in arts and fciences, which, thou 
^ concludeft, is to be attributed to the force of their laws, 
which oblige the fon to foUow his father’s trade, through¬ 
out all generations. In this I mufi difient; for it feems 
rather a curb than a fpur to ingenuity, to be confined to 
employments ^or which a man may have an averfion} the 
foil not feldom abhorring thofe things wherein his parents 
took deUght: Or, if not fo, yet he may be caft in a finer 
mould, have a iHore fubtle invention, and confcquently be 
capable of making greater improvement in any trade of 
)iis o^ choice; fince delight fets an edge on the mind, 
give^Jiigour to the body, and adds wings to bufinefs. Be- 
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fides, 1 do not think thk to be fo muck thij owa reg3ark»; 
«• the iniiDiatton of fome of that couatry« vho are the 
noft conceited people in the world; ever extolling th^ir 
«wn poUcyi lawB» and government, and tmpoCng them oe 
-a pattern to all other nations. • * 

. One thing I grant they boaft of with a great deal of 
truth, that is, their antiquity and unmixed race; though, 
£nce the conqiaeft the Tartars have made of that country, 
•they are like to undergo the fate of other nations, and 
cormpt their genealogies with tlie blood of ftrangers. 

Thou cameft away before that conqueft tfvas begun, or, 
perhaps, before it was talked of; and I can gi^e thee, but 
a very imperfeA account of it. AU the intelligence we 
have from that kingdom of late, comes in fragments; far 
the (hips vidiich bring this (battered newt left China in an 
uproar and confufion; only they aifure us, that the Tar*, 
tars had paiTed the celebrated wall which divides them 
fram China; that they entered and Itibdued the Northern 
provinces, with an army of (ix hundred thouiand men; 
that very little refinance was made againft them, not even 
in Pekin itfelf, the capital feat of the Chinefe empire, 
which the ufurper Lycungz had abandoned to the con¬ 
querors, carrying away with him ah the ineftimable trea- 
fures of the palace, and, retiring into one of the remote 
provinces, was never beard of afterwards; whence it was 
judged, that fome of his own party had murdered him, 
pairtly for the fake of his prodigious wealth, which they 
(hared among them, and partly to reveng^ his treafon a- 
gainft the emperor, and the ionuaierabie calamities be bad 
brought upon his country. 

Before thefe merchants camecaway, the Cham of Tar¬ 
tary was procldkned in Pekin, and crowned Bmperor of 
t^hina. They fay, he was not above thirteen years old 
at that time, which was in the ta3i**mcM(m of tl^e year 
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qfei<y<i|tH>ltiiB ibeiiMlBlI^'iai^ ^ in 

^ftra%er«. •v ^ 

^0Nmtk iMK iedft 4birth« Kti^ 

^ country wlutve they dweHi moft rtifoir!^ Ikfngh 
cUuna andempKeB i»the wo^d* had thlMr 'Butt fouddatioil 
hud by vagnbondt «nd fugitfm. ThocrtM»%Mi| !g||ttltni 
]«Mraaft an Romanim^^fMjl<4l^ 

d hfe i oa i «Mr fturopei yet 

odlcdtbe4d3Mh^ tho Oo*r«AMi^drtlio^irl^ 

Eartliy wan M both;^ a handfid of batiditdi people xiM 
liued by piUage nod robbery* the obt^ititntirHl fcttM 'ttjt 
Italy* nicmbkd toi^ether ^fhem d^fert^|MMKa* Under lw 
ocndu^ pB RomuImVtf Ibanidt.* Nahto 
pamldiHy betterthM d Aipittebrttto diem tnd^thehr d»^ 
ligai*r had they nmy by ft vlteiy*. llditi%«!A 
the Sntniie womeft* and fo fectMfta! to tfaemfekes a poftee 
nty* who ihbuid not only iMM* but ftldfti^ tltfttdh* 
laftiiftBf ol their fadicra: Yet thefe peophiyof fb d bft dhb 
and ^Miluled ftn original* afterwards boafted of the anth 
^mty and noble dekent of their finmlits. No Aiitie wseftt 
vencnble* ildfBcceeding rgeSf'tbaarthftt of ft lUlltiSit* * 
mo look AO farther than the great and formfOahlo eniNw 
o£ the OfiSsns* we ihall dad it took its firft nfe 
cfdomee of tnud^aiited'fieythtanft) fy that he who would 
hare fhe genealogy of a Vurk, muft noftlook hi the xngl* 
ftmof dSeeece* where now Hre* bat maR carry his 
fetarch beyond the mountau Cafheafiilt eaftanme the hol¬ 
ders of Mob hfaot ^ d t faftftt Ml pdSIgree out in Cheoo* 
fonefu^ ^Whai^rarSKftitons fiare wot happened in Ada 
/V. ///. 
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ind Afric/ finbe the afl[%fm|}tion 'df , 

nto paradife ? Whefe^’flfall we‘'irow fihd' ^riV' 


and 

into paradife ? Whef^’flfall we‘'irow fihd' ^riy 
the ancient Saracens or Mamelnkeil^Tlie nij^hty ebffiir.’ 
(ft the Ottonrtnns has fwalldWcd ' ThVis onc^^fta- 

tion cxpcU another, "and there is fo general a mixture of 
foreign blood, made bytl^he convcrlion of innunitt^ble 
different nations to the mufl'nlman faith, tlial ft is hard ’to 
know, whether our anceftors wctb Scythians or 
Jews or Grecians, whether they wert of tile mountains 
or the valleys, of^he foreftskor the plains. 

In this I win except my'countrymen, tl?c Arabians, 
.and thofe who feem to apjiroach neareft *tlTehi w manner 
of life, the Tartars ; the one dwelling irf tents, the other 
In waggons; both in a moving pofturb'J 'Ijofli happy in 
this, that they are not confined to the rigours of a cold 
winter, nor the fcorching heats of the fummer, but 
change their foil and* climate as the feafon of the year 
varies; thus,' ever lecuriiig to themfclvcs, in all places, 
either a blooming flowery fpring, or a model ate and fruit¬ 
ful autumn. Thefe were never^fubduecl, nor expelled 
thofe regio'ns wherein they take delight, neither would 
tbejjr ever mix wirh ffrShgers: But the Chinefe would 
exbel all the world, in the purity of their unmixed blood, 
were it not for the incurfif'iis of their poten^and’vi?lori- 
Ous ncirrhbonrs. 

Th6 fVench fey, that thefe people had th^ ufe of guas 
and printing many hundreds of years before they^Weie 
fou^d out in Kuropc ; but the Germans clkim the honour 
"bf th^fe inventions to thcmfclycs. 

Thou coniirmeft the opinion of tlie former, in telling 
me, thou haft feen fomc of the cannoDvbelonging'xo the 
city of Pequin,** on •which was engraven, in Chinefe cha- 
ra^lers, a regiftcr of their age, whfich was above two 
thoufend years. ^ ^ 
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eal to fyif^ 4 «ar Pcfttli, but the 
p0(^\c<iUft on xpe fp |;i4ften % extreme duli^efs 

myx tpiritS) with which 1 have been 
perii^tc^ever ftjpkee (this*mftan (hpwed herfCr^fcent; 

now ihe^Ks ip tlic An^ fvi ^ is ipy rntd^idj. The 

influence j^et fytma have on tnc^ may make 
thee €(>iK:iud<? me a lunatic: i We ane alhfo in one degree 
or other. There are pot more apparent fyinptomsi tliat 
the fliu and influx of the fea oVi> its origioAl to the 
ncji,hbourhood and motion of that plancti than that our 
conkitutlonf \ary^pccordinr to its monthly appearances, 
lie th It createdttne inuuiu And the condellations, not 

i ^ ||t 

w^out refpeft to Qmnkind» give us wlfdom which (hall 
entitle us to a dominion oyer tbe^ftar% 

ran 4 » of the 8 th Moony of the Year 1548. 


XVII.-—7VMe Aok of the yHniuaties, 

Thb DuI . of ChaftiUon arnv<*d here fix days ago 
firom the aimy in FlandeiSy bringing news of a fignal 
viiloiy obUiudd by tlio young Prince of Conde^ ou the 
plains of Lens. This battle fought on the aoth of 
the lall^muon, tiv^ Ticnch having entirely routed the 
Spuiiaiils, killv’O tl.ici ^houfand of them on the fpot, 
taken Tia ihouiund prifoiKrs, with all thdr artillery and 
9 ft«d, to tiown tlie day, they have taken Lens 


auo. 


ilut ihou^jli fortui.c thua favouib then arms abroad, 
Ihe iia» tnixel poifoii with then councils at home. All 
things heie f c| 3 i to pegtend a cl^il war; the parliament 
thwart the pioccedmgg of tlie comt, t|kiug on them the 
po,ver of tilt ancient Spaitan Ephori; tlity will be coft.- 
iioultrs of the regal authority, fupprefllng thj!^, Jung’s 
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If 

edi^8,>£aiyQg lii» (jsspreccs 

ta^efoum the pViy,thQof!i4f^g»CB,W(th jhtix 

fomeign. On UM/ c^her f}dfy,)Cfttdb|il 
Dake.of Orkatis,^9ii4^ otk^, gf^^neSf >do tti^ir 
endeavours to diiTolvotbe^nte^i^'^^tf- ^is fenatt;> They 
piir&ade^ thrr^ypiif|g ^kingjiitih!a(j,l|^ but; jrecar^us 
reign, wltere^tbd! i(bv(^|%jgfl , be cuebed by his fub- 
jedni Thiis ibey in(Ml iM|)»'bi^4ej)d€e yeni^> thofei^a^* 
imiby whteb they,>>^ b 9 v<i'bbh ^ruJe^.^beii he comes 

*" ‘ir 

of age* ; , * v' • "• '*»• '*’* I ’ V ' 

.TbffjOfiSja pfii iu„tb4 padijMMnbwhop th^py call Mon- 
&^ur ppp&Uora, a bitter>eRe>% 

my,pf .Car^tin]l:^an«:ip» apd therefore orAed up by.lbe 
people for a patr^U :}^ Ja .pj,fl|^.^futiou8 temper, and 
mean abilities; £w th^. public liberty 

l^s fafl:en.edf.tQ ,hinj ihcjji^gar; be become,the 
leader of..the feditiou^, ^ ? 

.(ThisitiiftnijJas feioed .ajstbe rBt/jqrb^,.,frppi,,tfic. i?hief, 

UmplCf ivbi^re Tc Dauip ^yefterdayf fpf .alie 

late vl^o^ry in l^^^mders^p opinioiu that 

itrwas.this happy news.,}S'hu:h eatboldsued the cQiii!t,tpt 
fnatch from tlie peapjiprtheurK.darling, thei^ idol, the maa, 
frfm whole co^iragejih^ 1^ped a redc^^pf ail their 
griifvances., fndeed, one may fay, It wopld fceni faj^r 
for a traveller lu the defarls of Arabia, to tear from a 
Jilonefs jjcr >yo 0 f 9 g;PBe; for the heads of the fa^un w^.tr 
ed but for fuch an opportunity to fet all in a flame; A^d 
the ill fucGofa, of the countr in this a^ion, Vrtipws that it 
lo provokemultitude; for prcfently.we 
were all iu confufion, the buTgtrfles in arms, tlie fliops 
(hut Bp, the ftreets chained, au^ all the avenues of the 
^pplnce barricadogd i the rabble '‘marched up and down 
ftt^ets, threatening deitru^lion to Cardinal Mazarini, 
and 4h^i8>paity4 the parliament wereibreed to bxo'i.'e 







them^fl^i^eftfof iSft peo^ev «to»'erfif#y ti»iir p«titioi«^{dy 
-fatlAr their c6rtfm4ti^8, to .'tlie ssawrtj^tiefcg threateAed 
' tha^^afte'd'ctf fu^fs ; f®f tho^ pjS^fhrd'Vna«*i 

mt^fl^, t^t they ’Mroidd iidt'^ 4ay d^n* tlifll&'SlFnM, ."tinlil 
th‘(irfinpi?foh^;d coUrifellftr ^d*rel«4f€!dl ■-'. o' • 

The qticen appeared af*£?rft«iae3Koiiabte^{at»if‘fiwlt thefe 
IMtdra away HirJth 'rtb^v>jiSdtIfag‘tbtt« j|py<^f 

their new honoar^ in hdtng itutde thfc portdfh-d#i «he 'i*ab* 
ble^ and the ySuhgtridbsrthy'iridalWfed' to' native 

royalty thus profaned by his fnbjedtf* bent his f>rowa» vrii 
calling' a look, divided’'be¥adai^ a^fMd^'difdaift)' on 

tht fen^ijNort, aidSw^^'tKcfi^’dtjrdstSteal- it aJi 
ways be'a cttftdm'tbM§r''t<) 4ftoleft*'the of yont 

kings ? Or,' do'ytftf think ottt tender' yeiirs Intf^abk' oC 
the common ^ifenfd othir moi^ak, tNit yod prefuid« 
tltus inlolehdy''fli itnride'dd^$iT|^fr? A^uf6'nOfeiflie^'ixHilw^ 
titude, nor make thein an umbtagifr-to yotif 
kno^ fht aUlhbm^\Ddtec ')d>d &all'^&id ^ ^Ime 

tor makh them ftehtltfof^a^y43pkafu^^e.'. ^hink 
not'that 1 weai* thfs'^i^l^ eidj^fyr'drnaftwde* (layinjgf Ina 
hand fiercely od^ tin* Wood of my rci 

itowned 'anerftots is gtdivd^egefieiiit^j or tikiitd ‘40^ leea 
withfrf fny vdns. Go,'feHyb«f^a!£lfiitlta*4tomrftdtsi thefd' 
fits this day dpoii the ^ throne king^ whO^ 

though he' is yotlng, yet^has a^'Tptrit'knd tnelhory^Whi^ 
wffl oUtWft ' his ‘ With 

the^ out^Si^Kis fi^htl * **''*''♦* - 

Yet, ndtwHuftanding’^t^hiV,’ Ae' people^'thi^tea^ 
bring their darling au^dy'by ioi^, if he wefe m^'ndNkied 
in two hours; * ' * - *•* •■>«? 

There were al^ve an l^ndted thbdtartd'hf^he^ kinmfi^^ 
dn'd it migiit have pr; ved a dangerous-S^fOrit^dn j- httfi v 
the quifl^n', at rhfi feconJ return ^hn'ISfiat6r3f''hearh^ldll^ 
ing to'^ic advice'bf M^ydrtni,- and the Bake of Otlieaai^ 
- . * ^ S 
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and remcmbeilug thcKatc dieadful eflfe^B of MaltinMlu’^s 
tDmuU in Naples, releafed the prifoner, ii^ho was /con- 
c}u^c4 boype^Jaft night in triumph, by infinite cioii^d 
of peopk) wno filled the air with Ihouts anh acclama¬ 
tions. « ^ 

It is difeourfed here, that the Prince of Conde will 
fpeedily return to Paris, m>m whom both the court and 
the fa^ioti promiie thetnielTes new grounds of triumph. 

Duiing thefe commotions, Mahmut falls not to a£i his 
part, being at no fmall cxpencc to maintain a ccitain 
t^umber of firangers, whofe whole dependence i& on me : 
Yhefe I inilru^ to mix themfelves with the rabl^le, to in- 
finuate into them hateful Botiods of Cardinal Mazaiini 
and the cemrt: They buzz up and down the city like 
flies in this hot ieafoQ> and fting^ the multitude to fury 
with their Itories. 1 fpfre no coft^^o pioeure the <^rdi- 
naPf ruin i That pernicious wit cpmes not fhort of liis 
prrdeoefibr Riclditu, bqng as active in embioiling fo¬ 
reign ftigts; witnefs revoIuiionB of Portugal, Catalo¬ 
nia, England, and Naples,ir(m att^T^hicb lie had a princi¬ 
pal hand) and is c\cr ]|^je£liiig how to aggrandize his 
mafia« And the luuver^ foccefs of the French arms in 
Germany, ^FJand^r?, lijaly, and Spain, has left him no¬ 
thing worllh % tbougbtf but the defirudion of the Ofman 
empire. 

Eliachim briugs m? newa evpy hour how my myrmi. 
dons fueceed $ for hj^ ads abroad in the fiuets, white I 
keep my chamhei, during the tumults bci?\g of Dcmol- 
thencs’s mind, whO| ^hen the Athcni.n* wtic in an up- 
roar^ took faudlthry in the temple of Pallas, and }io- 
diating htmfelf b^te the altar ^^f the {,uddcis, uttcud 
thefe WO) ds>;i ** <() Pallas, 1 fiy to thee fui piot^dion ; 
defead me fFom, ignocuuce, <.n?y, aud luconibncy \ fut 
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1 l^vc Lot^th*. fii.c>ety ^of tlie ow], the diagonj atd the 

pto^V.” ^ 

Yet, whethu m my^hamber iOr abroad, be aihiitd^ 
iUuilfiou<l|^iLrcSi of Ui^impuial c(ty| tliat hfahmot di« 
viae ly<at!me betvAtu the vows tie niakeSi 
ecs he does foi the Grand Sigoior. ^ 
pans, 3(1 of the 9th Moon, of the Year ^64^* 

. . . '■■ m iiiit u nj I I f ll' f ’jT’^Tiyr!^ 
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I^His court 18 now In mourning lbr*the dr^th^bf Uhidl- 
flaus, late king of'l^olahd $ viAiiin. the pdliticMns are cati- 
vajllng the next eledion. Thofe who Ude With the Hotife 
of Auftna favoui the fuccelSioti of fifnee Charles; but 
^hc Flinch aie tbi their former pHfoner. 

The Dtike of Havana ii a^fo dead. They fay he died 
of grief to fee h{b gouiiti^ expoled to the inlults of a vie- 
toiioya enemy |^for tdl his forcc#*were etitrtvly defeated* 

The Fri)iee of Co^de lias taken Ipre fn Flanders; anij 
the Atehduke of*Aul^tia^has rendeted himfelf maftet^ of 
Cow tray. Without di awing a fsord, snr dhilg a gun t 
The ]pdr(jrc^ de'Rantzau had made ati udhili py attempt 
to (urpiife Otlend, a fea-towir la ^Fkiiidem;'for', catt^hg 
hib forces by* wateiy as ihbn as he Had hmded hit men* a 
terrped nTofe, and drove dli his Ihips out to fea ; fy that, 
being encompaflld by a numerous arit^y'df his ^aiBinieg, 
and baving^o wny t6 he and till hit troops were 

m»di prifoiiL^s. t ir» # ), 

. Fion fht fca ne have ddvice tlia4'tlitte diis batn a 
cvmbat I Mween the Rlii^ll^, comr.vPn<ter^Q£ 

tlie‘iid%'' feutato affift tlit KtbpohdiA \evolters^ 

and JM J< Im oi Ahfliia, kddtiridhi^iehe SpatitAi on 
th<i| eoa(^, but the Idiie of thd'Hattle is not yet kix^o, 

» 4 
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tiKotigH mdft people goe^i the to he on the Frelich 
iide» in rcg&id Cardinal Ma7arini »h&d, by the advit^ of 
sm Indian *oau£ed the Fi^nch (hips to be. 

pltdared with alum, ib tBat Od iii^-(hip^can%urt 
ilgm. The Spatnaids make great ttif of tbefi fiie-fhipa 
in dU their fta^6ghtt, having learned to their coft, frdm 
the £lagli(h,*what damage tbefe v^lTtls do, when they 
formerly loil their whole Armada, which they bt^re 
termed Invincible, and with which they failed to conquer 
that idand. 

0 Mte ^ 

From Catalonia the pofts bring news which pleafes the 
wives and hriends of the (bldien in ^hofe parts; jTor the 
Marefchal dc Schombeig has cut in pieces the Spaniih ar¬ 
my, taken Toitofa by aifault; where the foldiers found a 
booty of above fifteen hundred thoufand hyres. 

A courier is come ftom Swedeland,! who brings an ac¬ 
count of a Lite formidable confphacy in jRuffia agaiiift 
the life of the Czar, The greateft p9fb oi the Mufeorite 
gtandees were concerned in this plwb^ defighitig to change 
the form of government, and divide t^ mighty empire 
into ieveral principalities* wh^of Cn|y loae of she on- 
fpiratoii (hould Jhnve a (barn | end that akey (houSd be 
all fiibjeft to pnechie^crho fi^Id be elcjftcd bjr the 
after the manner of Ckrniarty., To this purpofe they had 
made a private treaty with the Tartarsi' Morofoph, the 
prime m{niiier of and tfie Cbahcellor Naraii, were 
of the conrpiracy. Perhaps thqu wilt tamenl the &tc of 
the latter, h^Yit>g'«received,««)iimoidih^ ci^dlities frtnn 
him when thou vreiyi af that •eowt* * 

Ilanyisnoph, fop of oftMofeo, reveakd 

the p|ot, witb^ithe.tiamei the^canfpfr^tort., to ilie 
Grand Duke, who fent for them next day to his palace, 
und!^.4wra utetences, be^hommanded t]rem all to 
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be kiUccif and their bpdies ta be tilir<o#il %ht iin 
tli^itrcets of that city* «• 

I'be French report tihhi^ of ^S^fdnain* ttfr8htA>^ 

1 \vtih sHkga wen at tbo * If thou 

Ume doCresy reveal tlieiO'toiibnM haMriby fi'ic*lil { Id: 
ibroe tuaec a beft thou|^b mU lie'iiitQipreted for 
tieafon. 'Adwu* « I 


TAri*i, z 5th of the loth l^oon, of the ^eat 1648.^ 


KfK.— 

L HV tenerahle letters are comipThfc tO my haudsy bfing- 
ttig light and Ounfolofion to the fftithfol ctile* With pro- 
iotinded: yevcreoce 1 kiffed and uafolded the^apert which 
contaia thd*lhlBrod indraB^ion^ of the vicar pf God 1 
blefied ih^fiJfi''whde I rcod thccliOige of royal enorim- 
tic^ the exosbitaitt'^iidfiofls Of i Oinfltdarn* emperor, and 
the profanatteli o£ thd throne founded on julbiee. Thou 
haft prevented the ^nahua of a too fcrupUlmB loyalty, by 
aiTurKig ii)e,«thltt tt hia fundaknentai maafm of our law, 
*< That all nfen in the worid, without refped: of birth or 
quabty, are obliged to appear behire die juftice of God ; 
<ind that he whd obeya neft tbc law is no mtifiiilman; and 
if the cmpeiot hMUfisIf be in thii numbtt^ he ought to be 
depoffd forthwith*” 4 > 

This has Ihbundantly fotisfied my conlcienee, connng 
fiom the hands of him f^m whofe fentenec there can be 
noT appeal ou earth* 1 fliaH therefore itadily obey thy 
orders, and, wjjihput d|mur, put in exectftidn what thou 
haft coimnaudcd me. ^ ‘ 

Who can bhunc the juft indignathfo -of Sidtan Morallfe ' 
.i(lo«*, who, in defence of her chaftity, thteUtened td 

^ S 
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flniidi iidhfMtquBtdda the breaft of her fovero^ ? But» 
hiopinjbuttblfl liiorc eamnt ifcat thy daughtei'a virj^ue, 
ypb^ moll bcfigdahleti^ i«fi&th*ri^)i!cc of the mighty r«i« 
^(hsr,i«£ter flfoittrte hkc^snotl^ Lucr^* 

have *ftabSdd had fit& not been pi^tnted by 

i4hle (uhint How hat hdCuUied thfi glOij of the Ofman 
«aoe by the(jr d^mato 1 ^iccoj^ 'What an indignity has 
he eommitted agatnft.otir holy i^aiaft the principal 

patnorch of the eledl f « Mitch more ngide was the cehti- 
iKVtce of AfH^ fioipiOt «ho^ vrhen at the fconqneil; 
of Kew Ctfthagei a of admatdde beauty yvaa cho- 
fen from dnvenqg the chpi^esi^md prdiesited would 
by fto aieans dc^e heiv but rdtered her again Withoat 
hidfei}(K to her flying withid to thofe that itood 

neai^ hi^ Weth I a private m&h I would giatiiy my 
pafhon by the leOjoyment of ’^thia lovely maidi^ but it 
becoAics Oof thel^erof m arhiy to give ib bad an 
ample, ndr^BoOitquerortoyield hu to the «faarms 
ofhflcaptive,** i * i-*ni 

But it ih^^ns that Buhao Ibrahiiq waa ifther ambitious 
of the chart<Abr di AuguftutadbeADanai emperor, of 
whoih it it (Md> tbA he 1le^^ ipmd my woman in his 
Ittft; iHlt if he taft hit eyt'bh a beautiful lady, chough 
her huiband ^fe iBSk dvltcquaHey in the empue, he 
^Oiild indMdiatdl)’ feOd lus Offiolte to bntig her cp him,« 
te taetiis ^ by Ibtcei v 

The phlloibplier Adhefthdorhtb i^hb was Veryintiadhe 
4jth thut'iDontu'eh, toiifit' w frtVOf method |o lefcmn thib 
4icl id hiif^liiirftdir $ ibt ctnpetor one day liad 

l^nt a tIOfPfedddOr bhtirIbif a.eertain aoble woman, of 
fife tbe^phikffepher, feaiing Ibme 

(ito*'tlMC Sttmly tdls very popular 
ka goes before to die 
ify foe compb*'^ 
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ed to her hufband o£ the iftdrgnit^ ihattt aroatpffaitodr^iAf^ 
boiling with anger, thieate«ied<taiUbtlia{fBC^engtfTa 
of'the emperor when lihey cbihef i>fAHkh|S pntdeat pUSkh* 
fopheir ^peafi& Iheoi Hud duly defiisd msihit <^)lhe 

lady'e app^rch whkdf^WM gratted Itet ‘He ffiKm tpub k 
on, an^ hidrag kk ^i^iwd under hit robc^ enteml th^ 
fedao, porfonabingutKelady. The medengcvir who knew 
«Q’Other, carried 1dm awiiy to the empelor: He^ height* 
ened with defire^ made hafte'to open thd fedaa himfel^, 
wlien Atheubdorul, fuddcnly drawing hk (wbrd, leaped 
forth jApon him, Aylugi Tho^ ndghtrft. thou hd%e been 
sundered: Wik ebou never the vice wbicb is 
teodeif with fo much danger^ Je^nfy and revenge might 
liavc iubditutod an aflafiin thus difguifed in my room $ 
but I took^are of thy life; henceforth tnke warning.'* 
The emperor, 'pkafed with tl>e philofophcr'a ftratagem, 
gave him ten Aaknta pf gold, thanking him for this fea< 
fonable* dome^bniHI and from thatjiime began to teftbun 
uuUwful pleafures, applying himfclf to a virtuous life. 

Thou fbeft,, holy prclattf, that by perufing ^e hifto- 
riesnof jthe aodexks, maUtinay fumilh himfclf with ufe- 
ful txamplim,^ and ^pnpper oMcr^tionsi 11 always keep by 
me IPiutarch’s Works, and Iheiis of Livy, y Roman hifto- 
rian; as alfb Tacitus, urho hSs ||tft the annals of that ibr- 
midable empire to pokedty. It.wfye dcdrahle thing, 
that tlie nuilTulman feribes were employicd in tnudlating 
fuch records as thefe into the«Arabic jur Turkjfli Ian* 
guages} t^t Up the teue faithfujl, who i^^e ,defttned, )>y 
God to conquer the wneldl luay.oot he ilgnopant of ^e 
memorable txaniaifUons pf^ifonpey of 

> fultans have been oudous to PlqtaffA^q Wii^QCIs np* 
dere^ in iheikinUiar d^ecchptithe QMWtoo i Thm^gye 
other menunrv M WoatlMChff lah^<> If k^ 
jLtr into thy heariigi^ciicpwaflpirjb^^ 
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^hdle of^ r^gned to God w^U be pdebted to 
JW ^!?^5 ^ to dirc^ fhc g^eat 

fanier n? t^e ? * xjipu |art eol^htine^ lyitli all^ 

ka|»wiedge yid wii<lo^.‘^ ^ef^^ctute i^ou baHieaibns* 
to dwtt thse (torn tui^ ep]:ct|fritej wbich 1 •cannot 
^fhprebend. * '!f'hercfbre 1 ^pr^jc i|f|r ^utb duft» 
and licqaiefce. # - ' 

to the Ute rptolutioni. J, \Q djfpnte the ivtll 
of my fupcnors. ^wcver, I receive the nejvs of that 
tragedy with lefs d^fcqnteRt, in jf^nf thou thyfejff who 
art the oracle of thq p)u{^u}ffla^ lull thought fit to dc- 
pofe Sultan Ibnihtmi u^^g ht;rejn the adtice and confevt 
of his own mother, and of Mahmut ^afia, w^th tnat of 
the Janiaar Aga, who, ne^ to^yfelf, aie two the moll 
knowing fa^es in the empire. 

What remains, hut that I fhall pr^ for tjic hjpg life 
of Sultan Mahomet ? defiring alfp, that Ife^ven may ^ 
dired his councils, that be may neve|» 4o fpy th>ug to 
merit the fate of his unhappy fiither. 

Pans, ijtb of the ii(|i Moon, of^tho Yfer a^S. 


« * 
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At length the deputies of the NaAaitne princes at Mun- 
ftcf have coocluded % peace t They here be^ thdfe fix 
yean debating^ about trifles and pun^tofu as is the man- 
nei^ of the Ckriflians even m tlie mod impdltaut afl&irv. 
This treaty^waa Signed the 24 Jth of the Ufl moon, when ' 
all fiMihee hoftilities oeafed. out afl «fidies, j|||||||||[|| 4 on tlie 
parts of France and Spain, whofe^quarrdHHt'by no 
meaAs be adjufted ip tl^l^nend agteemeaf Qvlflea- 
dolb. 



Boole'm. 

« Thou haft by this tiihe heatif the 
cmc^ioDs iu this city» t'ltc Cc^C 

• and Parliament I wHth tte thort ^ge liTow thin|js 

*feem to be coin^<^ed|. 4Ad''fn'‘tt calm; but xt ma/only 
piove a*'tr(icei whil£ botfT^ftie^ take breatht lo rum up¬ 
on each Qtbe/vi^fth thi! ^eater violebce. The city Is un- 
ideafurably rich and populous* and can arm an hihidred 
thouiattd men a( an hounds warning; the parliament a<< 
bets their quatrel t 'Phis encourages them to with the 
court: The merchants H^e like petty kings $ abundance 
of gold fills them with pnde and ambition: Whilft the 
court in, the dfean time are clofe abd referved* projcdling 
how to deftfbf the faftkm* and afTert the rega* authority. 
The queen-regent is refolute and fevere* yet fuffers hdr- 
felf to be molhfied with the mfider counfels of Cardinal 
Mazarini and the 0ukc of Oi leans. ^ 

In the be^nnlng of this reign, 1 gave an account 
the minifttrs olT th^t’orte* of the Duke of Beaufort’s 


impiifonment in the Caftle of the Wood of Vincieones* 
which IS one of the king’s palaces: Thh prince is now 
cfcapcd from his confinement* and come into the city. 
The faAious cry him up for a patriot* and are refolved to 
pniteft him their lives aad fortunes. 

' Jf thou yet ttaineft thy health and vigopr* thou art 
happy 1 As for me* I feel continual decays} yet am ntri 
troubled, perceiving, at the fame tnii«» that 1 approach 
ntaier to immortality ; wherefore t nl^lMA’Ieek reftora* 


t'ves, nor coi#iih; pbyfictans, but, Aifiering myfrif to dif- 
foUc gradually, I die wkK pleafurc, pluming and prepar- 

k M * * *■ **-- - L ^ ^ ..a* . 
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as dab ready td take wntg ’for a mure 


«’ ins, Sa* 2J* \jikj 4th hfoon, of the fear 
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1 Avrndi rorpnfed U ehoitewi ]t»ni&m*ii h^- 

ing dtpnfed uod iHraiigted > It» but <wli 4 t 1 b 4 ^ for a 
long time feavcd : Thcfc reillefs jant/ar&e will rain the 
Qttoataa -empire. Neitbcr am t diartled to hear that UltV 
BBOther teas aeceflary to iiia £ili, hanng a double raotiTe, 
ambition and revenge, to induce her con(cnt. She al¬ 
ways afiei&ed to rule* and therefore could not brook tlie 
fultan’s refolute management of affidrs^ without fallowing 
her advice. Befides, fhe could not eafily IbrgetJber dif* 
grace and confinement on the account of the Armenian 
lady’s death. 

But I am aftoniihed and vexed to hear^ that the mufti 
(hould be concerned in fo black a tragedy. How fliall 
we have the confidence hereafter to reproach the Chrifii- 
ans With their ftequent trcaibns and%turdtiing of thur 
kings, fince it will 1^ eafy for them to rctoit, ahat tlic 
ftipreme patnarch of our Jaw has entered into the ftcret 
of rebels, cotifpiied the death of his foreieign, and cauftd 
him to be depofed and ftrangkd ? 

» A-S for the aga of tho janiaariea, 1 fuppoie him rather 
overawed into the confpiracy, by tbe*forcible leafuns aiuf 
elegant parok of the multi, than any ways wduntaiily 
engaging himfelf iu crimes, to which he feems to hgve 110 
inclination. Befides* he coiikl not refufe to make oat in 
the party* after it had once been propofed Ao him, unkfs 
he were refolvcd to be the firft vi^m of thwr jealou^, 
'gnd be murdeied htmfelf, to pi event the difeoyery ob u c 
rtft. Yet his duty and honour ought to have fupeiftdcd 
all Other confideiptions} and he fhould nave choftn to 
hit in his aUegiaimc, rather than to five ibiiiied with 
foul a crioae. « 
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Howcvti it K, I idimot appiove thur trcafon; for, 

► llie Mcts oi the (ultan were, had no n^ht 

.o p inith^him; wdB accountaihio to^Aone but God t 
uid they im?dtd tbc'pierogatnreof HcaYea^indcAhroMng 
liim, vidftim the tbvmcf^ prOTxdetice had idevedod with the 
imperial diadturik 

Much lefa can I approve their impiety, in dedmung 
bim now he is dead: Neither nan 1 in confcienco comply 
M ith tht injun^ons of the mufti, vAm has commanded 
me, in a letter, to fpread an ill eharamer of Sultan Ibra¬ 
him among the ChriftiAns, Unti £c^ hia own proceedings 
may appear juft. It is true, 1 otre much to die authoii' 
ty of this fovereign guide of true believers; yet I mud 
not, to pay this debt, turn bankrupt of my reafon: X 
owe foinething to myfelf, and to the diftingui/hing cha¬ 
mber of a n art. 1 promified hhn, indeed, to obey his 
commands in this point; but he that has given me a dif- 
penfation for aU thi lies ancTpeijuriea I AiaU be guilty of 
in Paris, will, I hope, pardon me, if I turn my own 
conftflbr, and ubfolvo-rnyfclf foe not perfbnmng my word 
to him in this point. ^ 

1 im not often guilty of afperiiog the hving, but I ab¬ 
hor to injure tlit dead, left 1 fliduld meur the fate of him, 
who, Kti g at ctiinity with a famous wrclller, porfued him 
uith malice and revtr ge, tven in hu» grave ; foi, envying 
the honout that was due to this vreillcr’s anemoty, in 
that hib ilatue was At up in a public placf, he went pn- 
*itcly one irtght, with (kiign to thrciW the ftatue down ; 
(jjit aftti lit h td fphefUily diHhgurcd it in feveial paits 
a Ith a hammer, and uas bui) in working hs overthrow, 
the imige On a fudden^fell on him, and cruihed him to 
'e Ith ; as if ihft Ipidt of him it reprefented had 

j^iven It rhib fall, to revenge llm imdice of lus adierfarp* 
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Certilttoly rtie Wcrents were not Igiiorant vhat they 
filkly vAitrt^ [^0|^ Ctheffage counfeh, they advr'ed/nor- 
taki* “ iNdt to ill of the dead, butT to them* 

faef^,>*«rho are gone‘into the immortal flate.” And 
Plafeo^a had this motto on ft, ** It is eaiicr lo pro^ 
voke the'dead, th^n to paeify' them when once provok¬ 
ed intimating thereby, that the foals of the dcpaited 
ait fenilble of the injuries that are done them by the liv¬ 
ing, ^ - 

Therefore I wiS fhun detraction, efoecially of the deal!; 
and, if I cannot fay mheh hi praife m Sultanr' Ibrahim’s 
eirtoes, let his vices be Iniried with him in etm. d obli¬ 
vion. 

I run' no hazards in writing thus frankly to thee, be¬ 
ing affored of thy fidelity. Befides, death (which is the 
word paniiliment can be inflicted on me for what I Iiave 
faid, ihonld it be known), would not ^ bitter, when gi¬ 
ven By a friend. Dear Dgnet, ’adiea. * 

Paris, soth of the ill Moon, of the Ytar i5l9. 


XXn.—D anecmar Kesrou, KadUefyuer of Ro- 

mania* 

a 

VITHEN I informed thee how tbe. Scots had folS their 
king to the Etiglilh rebels, it -was eafy to prefage the 
eonfequenne without a levelatioh. When foVereign mo¬ 
narch*! become the merchandife of faClions, they con^ 
monly^i^y the price with their owh Blood; and theic ar? 
few €*«tttple'» of princes that ha^ bc!en|jmprifoncd by 
their fObje^dS, and Wt l^|d ^aped a violent death ; h r 
whd haw'Once adv^ed^i ihr in fhdr treafon, as 
to'fdize the perfon of thClr 'ibveieiga, can ncvei- fi-rire 
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with fafety to tliemfelves« or at kai|t own gttilt 
makeff them think fo, The,.co»f^iPU^h^^ wbat 
'have alr^dy dcme prompts thqnrto •|>roqee4,)rin tbiW. 
wrckeduefs ; and thejr^ <^cfpair of faving: thei(!. 
makes t£cm conclude it n|$ceffary vt^olb 

violated majefty,, they fear, wBL never, jpa^n fo^mpiKklit, 
ail efTay of treafon.^ - ^ i-- 

But the method which,th)e ,]^ugh‘ih havo, mnr* 

dcr their king has not a precedent hi hiftory : Thcfe , 
fidels have outi^npped ^r^to^a, inj[ tho.lopntvfv- 

ance and ^^utecutipn of ^eir regifji^e^} they hpwB 
pafled themfelves, j^d th«!i:‘o^ 5 j|rtide%nB. / t 
I t has been ufual traitors to take away the lifh of a. 


deppfed nioharch priv^tely^ by poifon or afliiQinr dtiier |ti 
refped to bis rdy^l pr to avoid the poj^i^ity ^ a-, 

refeue from ahy of his loyal friends and fubj^ls} but!, 
thefe barbarians we^ refolvtd publicly to«ipfult pa m^o 
lly,' to brave thc'v^iole world iii*the„p|cecntioa ,of their^,. 
viilany, and make a pompous cojricluhon of their treafons; 
for they erctTLcd a nevr diviui, or coiti^ of judicature, com* 
pofed of Uie r.vdl infamous tiaitors*; there they formally 


cried theii^foveri ;gn by a law’ortKeir own making, con* 


demticd him as a tyr.mt and a traitor, and, finally, caufed 

X * 

11s head to be choj]^]['{.d rtf' with an axe, by an execution¬ 


er, btforc,,th| gates of his Own palace, in the fight of 
thoufandTof his fubjecSts, that lb they |U%bt appear, jipt/ 


fo muc'H to kill their king, as to detfroy.tbe aaonarchy Ur v 


leJf, .10 1 trium^ih in its luin. . ^ * .< -v 

Hath thop, O yencr^le judge .of^ faithful I ever, 
Tv. ^-or heard^ of.lpeh a daring AV J^urope 

lUrtles at the., inqnifroui and Qu'dioali Maj&arint. 

hjiiv If, whvearj^ied o;i ,thait jl>rb.*atfi Wjsi pf fiiiftipps. db',- 
in England, y,hqfc,M threadfl,bU-pr^dfi.ce|K^ 
Ijci^^haAfpun, yet exR?«9i;d,.a» horror at.ttw pewa otMf . 
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tragedy | and 1 took not on thi< to be an artifice of po. 
^cy in him tm tdilld the world* but a leal diicovery'of hib 
ibttCiifieiMB; for he is too generous to appioie Jb barba- 
HMitf a^ioceedSfng agaiaft'a fovereign monarch* though his 

i 

* Thd c^ei^ day tie whs heard to fay* ** That'iti revenge 
of the^king^i niiUrdcr* he wc^ld embafrafa the councils of 
the Engjtifli fehela mote than he bad done thofe of thtii 
foverggn ' • 

'l^bia^hfan not ^kell ib ftcnidy* but Mahmut had in¬ 
telligence of h wi&in an hodr | for i have ntore eart in 
Pari# than thofe nSy^head to heniken'afteO the in- 
tirgues of^tihfi minifter* and it 'niSL be ddfie^t for bun 
hereafter to fpeak* write* or zB! any thing* fid* not even 
in bn prt'fo^e dofet* which wili Hot be dtTctored to me. 

Yetjr though 1 thus watch his mottoM as an enemy* j 
and do tUy utidbft to ttoder Iiiv Skiigna againft the Otto- 
nian Potte tneffe6»al* 1 danHot tn tny hehrt Condemn this 
xniniiler, who all the whSe adb but the pv*t Of a fahhf d 
fervant* and an able ftakefmao* in^ driving to aggtandiJc 
his maftei. * 

His fuppoitin^ alfo the fo^Ions in England* and n m- 
nfliing the difcontents of that g^ddy-headed people* vi 
but the refult of liis zeal for his countiy* ind lor tlu^ 
church* wheteof he is one of the piiucipal*pd{^; it ^c- 
ing evident from his grief at that king’s mtirser* that he 
bore no mdicc a r^inft him* but onl]^ fought to liii i ’ilc 
him into terms of compli ince with Franc'*? i 

When 1 fay this, I fuppofe the cardinars forrow On 
tliat account to be fiee from but uho knows ^ n 

the a^ons of itatefmen are unt’ifgmfob when no^ ^ 
For 1 am well adored* that whilft his agents weie bufy ^ 
embroiling that nation* he promlfed the c\il d 
queen to alBd her liufbaad with aSkn and ipon^y nn^. 
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thofe very abels ^^ith whom he heH a plicate corFefpopd- 
encef and to whom his cufitrs weie really open. 

• Mod of the Europesui ilatefinui are corrupted 
the maxin s of a ceitain famous writ(,r, whom they call 
MachuvJ. This date caluid h?s tai ght them tqbciggle 
at 110 Cl lines \thich may ad\ancc the eiida they atm at; 
evety thuij, m his opt lion, bci.ig honed that Is fuecefs- 
ful. TlmS| policy among tlie Na/aicnes is dfgenerated 
into foulid c aft; and that which once 4f;fcrvedly e- 
dcctnrd a viitue, nccedary to tlie govcinments of the 
\ii Olid, IS now turned into a vice, of which the very out- 
UufS, fieebootecst and pirates^ aic alhamed. 

God, who fudtred the eaitli to be inhabited by angels* 
fui an iniimte number of ages before he created Adam ; 
and then cvpeUing them hence for their wickedi^els* and 
tuining them to devils, gave this globe for a dweding- 
pldCd to men, grant, that the cnoiinous etimes of moitals 
nia> not pro volte him.^o cxtcripmate ourhuman lace, and 
redore the devih to their ancient habitatious* 

Paris, isth of the sd Moon, of tjje )«iari649 

A 

FND or AOLUME THI*lD, 

IPlIntcd h'» MoNDtci A. Son,7 
K>n al fiaifl^lofe, F ihobti gb 5 









